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To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Northumberland  County  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  county  of  Northumberland.  This  is  the  70th  annual 
report  and  one  of  the  important  matters  which  it  records  is  the 
preparation  of  a  plan  for  the  development  of  the  CounciCs  health 
services  for  a  further  10  years  ahead.  The  plan  will  be  revised 
annually,  and  it  will  be  possible  to  adjust  the  proposed  extensions 
to  changing  conditions. 

The  statistics  for  the  year  show  that  the  health  of  the  county 
remained  generally  satisfactory.  Although  the  remarkable  fall  in 
infant  mortality  over  the  last  four  years  was  checked,  the  rate 
I  remained  lower  than  that  recorded  in  the  county  in  any  year  prior 
\  to  i960.  Unfortunately,  the  report  must  record  that  more  people 
I  died  from  cancer  of  the  lung  than  ever  before.  The  work  carried 
out  by  the  health  education  service  to  emphasise  the  risk  of  lung 
cancer  in  cigarette  smokers  is  referred  to  in  the  report,  and  it  should 
be  noted  that  further  extensions  of  this  work  are  planned  especi¬ 
ally  with  school  children. 

The  great  strides  in  the  control  of  infectious  diseases  are 
widely  appreciated,  and  the  death  rate  from  these  diseases  in  the 
county  was  the  lowest  ever  recorded.  In  this  connection  reference 
should  be  made  to  the  introduction  of  oral  poliomyelitis  vaccine, 
j  Protection  against  poliomyelitis  was  introduced  into  the  country 
i  in  1956,  and  since  that  time  about  half  a  million  injections  have 
!  been  given.  There  has  been  no  death  in  the  county  from  polio- 
I  myelitis  since  1958,  and  both  this  and  the  fall  in  incidence  of  the 
!  disease  must  be  to  some  extent  related  to  the  vaccination  campaign. 
The  ease  of  administration  of  the  new  vaccine,  apart  from  a  great 
deal  of  saving  in  technical  services,  should  allow  us  to  achieve  a 
I  a  more  substantial  measure  of  protection  of  the  community. 

i 

Two  more  new  clinics  were  opened  during  the  year  and  the 
progress  of  the  Council’s  plans  was  thus  maintained.  Once  again 
the  number  of  expectant  mothers  attending  the  ante-natal  clinics 
and  of  babies  at  the  child  welfare  clinics  was  a  record.  The  close 
I  co-operation  with  the  health  visitors  which  is  achieved  by  the 
I  extensive  use  of  the  ante-natal  clinics  by  the  family  doctors  in  this 
I  county  is  well  known,  and  the  report  shows  an  extension  of  this 
I  co-operation  with  the  attendance  of  health  visitors  at  ante-natal 
I  clinics  held  by  doctors  in  their  surgeries.  The  question  of  ever 
i  closer  co-operation  between  the  family  doctors  and  the  various 
i  services  of  the  Department  is  constantly  under  consideration. 
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The  county  is  very  fortunate  compared  with  many  areas  in 
the  provision  of  maternity  beds,  and  no  less  than  78%  of  the 
births  in  the  area  occurred  in  hospital.  The  co-operation  between 
the  three  parts  of  the  maternity  services  is  maintained  at  a  high 
level,  and  the  use  of  the  co-operation  card  is  undoubtedlv  of  some 
help.  The  very  success  of  the  hospitals  in  coping  with  such  a  large 
proportion  of  the  confinements  in  itself  poses  a  problem.  The 
mothers  discharged  early  from  hospital  receive  their  necessary 
care  from  the  domiciliary  midwives,  but,  as  the  number  of  home 
confinements  fall,  the  actual  experience  of  these  midwives  in  1 
deliveries  is  reduced.  It  is  very  significant  that  the  number  of  ■ 
midwives  who  conducted  no  more  than  5  confinements  during  the 
year  represented  roughly  one  third  of  the  whole  staff,  and  a  i 
number  of  these  did  not  undertake  a  single  confinement  during  the 
year.  Geographical  considerations  make  it  essential  to  maintain 
midwives  in  the  areas  where  these  conditions  prevail,  but  some 
anxiety  must  be  felt  about  the  maintenance  of  the  standards  of  1 
practice  under  these  circumstances,  and  some  closer  working  ; 
arrangement  with  the  hospitals  should.be  developed. 


In  the  home  nursing  service  progress  was  made  with  the  : 
provision  of  disposable  incontinence  pads  which  confer  great 
benefit  on  both  the  paG’ent  and  the  relatives,  while  the  risks  of  j 
the  repeated  use  of  syringes  for  injections  were  overcome  by  the  ■ 
use  of  disposable  syringes.  There  was  an  extension  of  the  employ-  ■ 
ment  of  male  nurses  in  the  homes  which  proved  to  be  successful, 
lixperience  has  shown  that  where  a  male  nurse  is  introduced  a  1 
reservoir  of  cases  is  soon  discovered  who  have  not  previously  been  1 
receiving  adequate  nursing  care,  and,  although  the  employment  ‘ 
ot  male  nurses  m  county  areas  is  not  without  difficulties  of  organis-  ^ 
ation,  it  has  proved  to  be  well  worth  while. 


The  rnental  health  services  continued  to  expand,  and  the 
mental  welfare  officers  paid  more  visits  than  ever  before  Their 
total  visits  increased  by  20%  in  two  years,  and  the  number  of 
visits  to  the  mentally  ill  have  doubled  during  that  time.  It  is  clear 
that  this  growth  can  be  expected  to  continue,  and,  indeed  as 
community  care  develops  m  the  field  of  mental  health,  it  may  prove 
necessary  to  increase  the  extensions  to  this  service  even  beyond 
what  has  been  planned  for  the  next  ten  years. 

The  official  opening  of  the  Coquet  Water  Board’s  river  intake 
set  the  sea  upon  the  effort  which  had  gone  into  this  improvement 
to  the  water  supplies  m  the  county  since  the  inception  of  the 
oard  m  1959.  The  benefits  of  the  increased  supply  will  be  felt 

cotoemnlX  X"  scheme  e'^ables  us  to 

contemplate  the  increasing  consumption  of  water  without  anxiety 

better  housing  provisffin 
and  by  the  end  of  1962  some  50,000  new  houses  had  been  built 
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in  the  county  since  the  war.  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  value  to 
the  mental  and  physical  health  of  the  community  of  this  large 
number  of  new  houses,  and  the  need  to  replace  old  worn  out  houses 
continues.  The  work  of  the  District  Councils  in  this  field  through 
slum  clearance  was  well  maintained,  and  more  than  700  unfit 
houses  were  closed. 

The  volume  of  v/ork  of  my  Department  increased  in  almost 
every  section,  and  the  smooth  working  of  the  whole  was  in  itself  a 
tribute  to  the  zeal  and  loyalty  of  all  the  members  of  the  staff.  I 
would  like  to  extend  my  thanks  to  them  for  their  unfailing  support 
and  help,  and  to  say  that  we  are  all  sustained  in  our  work  by  the 
continued  interest  and  encouragement  of  the  members  of  the 
Health  Committee. 


I  remain.  Sir, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


County  Hall, 

Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  i. 
Telephone  :  Newcastle  2-8927. 
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Report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer 

FOR  THE  Year  1962 


OF  Health 


Urban 

Districts 

Area  (acres)  . .  79^573 

Population  .  .  377,160 

Rateable  Value.  £4,281,264 


Rural 

Districts 

1,196,632 

110,010 

£1,248,561 


Total 

1,276,205 

487,170 

£5>529>S25 


i 

^  Birth  Rate. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


5  There  were  8,377  ^i^e  births  in  the  county  during  the  year. 
;  This  was  328  more  than  the  previous  year  and  represented  a  birth 
;  rate  of  17.20  per  1,000  population.  After  adjustment  by  the 
I  comparability  factor  of  0.98  the  rate  was  16.86.  With  the  excep- 
I  tion  of  1959  this  was  the  highest  birth  rate  for  Northumberland 
'  for  14  years. 


j  Infant  Mortality. 

:  For  two  successive  years  the  infant  mortality  for  the  county 

i  had  been  lower  than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales,  but  in  1962 
i  the  rate  rose  to  23.28  per  1,000  live  births,  which  was  higher  than 
i  the  national  figure  of  21.4  which  itself  was  the  lowest  ever  recorded. 

I  Nevertheless,  the  county  figure  was  lower  than  any  recorded  prior 
!  to  i960,  and  it  may  prove  to  be  only  an  interruption  to  the  steady 
:  trend  of  the  decline  in  infant  mortality  regularly  noted  in  this 
report. 


Death  Rate. 

;  The  5,957  deaths  which  occurred  during  the  year  represented 
:  a  death  rate  of  12.23  which  was  higher  than  the  year  before.  For 
;  comparison  with  other  areas  the  rate  is  adjusted  by  a  factor  of 
i  I. II  to  give  a  figure  of  13.58  per  1,000  population,  which  is  higher 
I  than  the  rate  of  11.9  for  the  whole  country.  It  may  perhaps  be 
!  noted  that  the  maternal  mortality  rate  of  0.23  was  below  the 
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national  rate.  The  death  rate  from  infectious  disease  was  the  j 
lowest  ever  recorded  in  the  county. 


Principal  Causes  of  Mortality. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  was  5,957-  The 
chief  causes  are  shown  in  the  following  table  : 


1962. 

1961 

• 

Number 

of 

Deaths. 

Per¬ 

centage 

of 

Total 

Deaths. 

Number 

of 

Deaths. 

Per-  t 
centag<i 
of  i 
Total  3 
Deaths  j 

Heart  Disease  : — 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  .  . 

1198 

1113 

Hypertension  with  Heart 

Disease 

83 

103 

Other  . . 

738 

808 

2,019 

33-89 

- 2,024 

35-i8 

Malignant  Neoplasm  : — 

Stomach 

135 

173 

Lung,  Bronchus 

242 

199 

Breast 

88 

87 

Uterus .  . 

41 

38 

Other  .  . 

508 

432 

-  1,014 

17.02 

-  929 

16.15 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous 

System 

1,022 

17.16 

966 

16.79 

Bronchitis 

326 

5-47 

292 

5-07 

Pneumonia 

204 

3-42 

213 

3.70 

Motor  Vehicle  and  other 

accidents 

236 

3-97 

205 

3.56 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory 

System 

259 

4-35 

251 

4-36 

5,080 

85.28 

4,880 

84.81 

The  figures  in  this  table  once  again  demonstrate  the  toll 
taken  by  the  degenerative  diseases  associated  with  later  adult  life. 
Despite  the  very  small  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  from 
heart  disease,  the  total  mortality  from  diseases  of  the  heart  and 
circulatory  system  maintained  the  advance  which  has  gone  on  for 
many  years  past.  The  sorry  tale  of  cancer  of  the  lung  was  con¬ 
tinued,  and  more  people  died  from  this  form  of  cancer  than  ever 
before.  While  it  may  be  noted  that  the  number  of  deaths  from 
cancer  of  the  stomach  was  the  lowest  recorded  in  these  reports  in 
the  last  twenty  years,  the  deaths  from  lung  cancer  have  doubled 
in  ten  years. 

Accidents  accounted  for  more  deaths  than  in  any  previous 
year,  the  majority  of  the  accidents  being  at  home  and  being  closely 
associated  with  the  infirmities  of  old  age.  It  is  encouraging  to  note 
that  despite  the  great  increase  in  traffic  the  number  of  deaths  from 
road  accidents  was  the  lowest  for  eight  years. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Details  of  the  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  given  by 
doctors  to  each  Medical  Officer  of  Health  are  shown  in  Table  7 
and  total  1,561  compared  with  8,793  last  year.  The  decrease  was 
due  to  the  biennial  fall  in  cases  of  measles,  namely,  from  8,222  to 
848.  There  were  mild  epidemics  of  dysentery  in  Amble  and  in 
Morpeth  rural  district,  and  once  again  the  cases  of  whooping  cough 
decreased  from  180  to  123.  This  was  again  a  diphtheria  free  year 
and  no  death  occurred  for  the  twelfth  year  running. 

Food  Poisoning. 

Apart  from  a  small  sudden  outbreak  in  Morpeth  rural  district 
of  37  cases  there  were  only  another  14  cases  spread  over  six  county 
districts. 

^  Poliomyelitis. 

I  There  were  three  cases  of  paralytic  poliom.yelitis,  two  in 
I  children  who  had  not  been  vaccinated.  There  was  no  death  from 
I  the  disease  during  the  year. 


I  ROAD  SAFETY. 

) 

The  Chief  Constable  has  kindly  provided  me  with  a  copy  of 
his  annual  report  on  road  accidents  and  I  quote  from  his  figures. 

Each  year  it  is  reported  that  road  accidents  have  reached  a 
I  new  record.  In  1955  there  were  3,675  accidents,  in  i960  it  had 
reached  4,573  and  last  year  4,755.  This  is  an  increase  of  nearly  30 
I  per  cent  in  seven  years. 

j  Fortunately,  fatal  accidents  have  been  reduced  from  last  year’s 
j  record  total  of  74  to  53.  The  killed  were  21  pedestrians,  13  motor 
j  cyclists,  (6  without  crash  helmets),  8  passengers,  7  motor  drivers, 
J  2  pedal  cyclists  and  i  pillion  passenger. 

j  Among  children  fatal  accidents  were  also  reduced  from  12  to  7. 

i  In  addition  to  loss  of  life  there  was  also  a  considerable  amount 

j  of  suffering  from  injury  and  consequent  absence  from  work. 

I  2,446  persons  including  369  children  were  injured  in  road  accidents. 

\  The  report  goes  into  greater  detail  of  the  times  when  accidents 
]  have  occurred  most  frequently,  of  the  accidents  caused  by  dogs 
I  and  of  black  spots  on  the  county  roads.  For  instance,  on  the  trunk 
i  road  A. I  between  Seaton  Burn  and  the  county  boundary  at 
:  Gosforth  202  accidents  occurred,  75  people  were  injured  and  3 
j  were  killed.  Restrictions  of  speed  on  this  5  mile  stretch  of  road 
j  have  not  made  any  appreciable  reduction  in  the  accident  rate  and 
I  we  can  only  hope  that  the  completion  of  the  Tyne  Tunnel  and  its 
■  northern  approach  roads  will  reduce  the  density  of  traffic  through 
;  Gosforth  so  that  the  road  accidents  will  once  again  be  reduced. 


NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACTS. 


THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  COMMUNITY  CARE.  i 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Health  published  j 
a  Hospital  Plan  for  England  and  Wales  setting  out  a  programme  oi} 
liospital  building  up  to  1970-71.  In  the  plan  reference  was  made'^ 
to  the  range  of  services  supplied  by  the  local  health  authorities) 
upon  which  care  in  the  community  depends,  with  special  emphasis  | 
on  their  relation  to  hospital  provision.  The  publication  of  this  ! 
plan  was  followed  by  a  request  from  the  Minister  of  Health  to  all  I 
local  authorities  to  review  their  services  and  prepare  a  programmed 
of  expansion  to  cover  the  next  ten  years.  i 

1 

A  review  of  the  services  provided  by  the  Health  Department  j 
was  accordingly  undertaken,  and  a  ten  year  plan  drawn  up  and  i 
approved  by  the  Council.  The  review  dealt  with  each  of  the  | 
services  separately,  and  the  programme  provided  for  increases  of  i 
staff  in  every  one  of  the  services  over  the  next  ten  years  to  enable  j 
the  community  services  to  develop.  ; 

The  Council  had  by  1962  provided  10  new  clinics,  12  new 'j 
ambulance  depots  and  a  new  training  centre  since  the  inception  of  1 
the  National  Health  Service  Act.  The  ten  year  plan  made  provision  | 
for  the  building  by  1972  of  46  new  clinics,  some  of  which  would  i 
replace  existing  premises,  2  new  ambulance  depots,  7  new  training  1 
centres  and  3  hostels  for  the  mental  health  service.  The  plan  was  j 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

I 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES.  i 


(Dr.  J.  M.  Edwards). 

Vital  Statistics. 

Live  Births — 

Number  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8,377 

Rate  per  1,000  population  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .  .  17.20 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  (per  cent  of  total  live  births)  .  .  3.61 

Still  Births— 

Number  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  165 

Rate  per  thousand  total  live  and  still  births  .  .  .  .  19.32 

Total  live  and  still  births  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8,542 

Infant  deaths  (under  i  year)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  195 

Infant  mortality  rates — 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  live  births  .  .  .  .  .  .  23.28 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births.  .  23.28 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  23.18 
Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per  t,ooo 

total  live  births)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  16.47 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  i  week  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13.01 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under  i  week 

per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  .  .  .  .  .  .  32.08 

Maternal  mortality  (including  abortion)  — 

Number  of  deaths  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  ,  .  2 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.23 
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Notification  and  Registration  of  Births. 

There  was  a  slight  rise  in  the  birth  rate  in  1962.  The  total 
number  of  births  was  8,542  compared  with  8,216  in  1961,  and  the 
live  birth  rate  was  17.20  per  1,000  population  compared  with  16.75 
in  the  previous  year.  The  adjusted  rate  was  16.86  per  1,000  popul¬ 
ation.  The  rate  in  Northumberland  was  lower  than  that  in  the 
country  as  a  whole.  The  live  birth  rate  in  England  and  Wales  was 
18.0  in  the  year  under  review,  compared  with  17.4  in  1961. 

Notified  births  numbered  8,376  and  of  this  number  6,502  or 
approximately  78%  took  place  in  hospitals  or  nursing  homes. 


Still  Births. 

There  was  a  fall  in  the  still  birth  rate  in  Northumberland  in 
1962.  The  number  of  registered  still  births  was  165,  giving  a  rate 
of  19.32  per  thousand  total  births,  compared  with  20.33  in  1961. 
However,  the  rate  was  higher  than  that  for  the  country  as  a  whole, 
which  was  18. i  in  1962  compared  with  19. i  in  1961.  In  Northum¬ 
berland,  of  the  total  of  165  still  births,  81  or  49.1%  were  pre¬ 
mature,  compared  with  45-5%  in  1961. 


Premature  Births. 

There  was  a  slight  fall  in  the  incidence  of  prematurity  in  the 
county  during  the  year  under  review.  The  number  of  babies  born 
prematurely  was  576  or  6.74%  of  the  total  births,  compared  with 
6.95%  in  1961.  Of  the  total  of  576  premature  babies,  484  or  84% 
were  born  in  hospital,  compared  with  87%  in  1961.  Of  these  hosp¬ 
ital  premature  births,  76  or  15.7%  were  still  births,  compared  with 
14.0%  in  the  previous  year.  Domiciliary  premature  births  num¬ 
bered  92,  compared  with  72  in  1961,  and  of  these  5  were  still¬ 
born,  a  slightly  higher  percentage  than  in  the  previous  year. 

The  neo-natal  deaths  in  premature  babies  born  in  hospital 
numbered  54  in  a  total  of  408  live  births  —  therefore  354  or  87% 
survived  at  the  end  of  one  month  —  a  slightly  higher  percentage 
than  in  1961.  Of  the  87  premature  babies  born  alive  at  home,  73 
or  84%  were  still  alive  at  the  end  of  the  first  month,  the  same 
percentage  as  in  the  previous  year.  Of  the  premature  babies  born 
at  home,  9  were  transferred  to  hospital  and  nursed  there,  and  6  of 
these  babies  died.  Of  the  78  babies  born  at  home  and  nursed  there, 
70  or  approximately  90%  survived. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  general  still  birth  rate  in  the 
county  fell  in  1962,  whilst  there  was  a  rise  in  the  neo-natal  and 
infant  mortality,  the  following  comparable  statistics  are  inter¬ 
esting  : — 


i8 


Premature  births  per  cent  of  total  births 

1961 

6.95 

1962 

6.74 

Premature  live  births  per  cent  of  total 
births 

live 

6.15 

5-91 

Premature  neo-natal  deaths  per  cent  of 
neo-natal  deaths 

total 

57-5 

49-3 

Premature  still  births  per  cent  of  total 
births 

still 

45-5 

49.09 

Premature  babies  survived  4  weeks  per 
of  total  live  premature  births 

cent 

86.06 

86.0 

Therefore  in  the  year  under  review,  a  higher  proportion  of  i 
births  were  full-time  than  in  1961,  and  a  lower  proportion  of  the 
neo-natal  deaths  were  associated  with  prematurity.  However,  a 
higher  proportion  of  the  premature  babies  were  still-born  than  in  i 
the  previous  year.  The  proportion  of  premature  babies  surviving 
the  first  month  of  life  was  practically  the  same  in  both  years. 


Neo-natal  Deaths. 

Unfortunately,  the  low  neo-natal  mortality  rate  which  was 
recorded  in  1961  was  not  maintained  in  1962.  In  the  latter  year, 
of  8,377  infants  born  alive,  138  died  before  reaching  the  age  of 
one  month.  The  neo-natal  mortality  rate  was  therefore  16.47 
thousand  live  births,  compared  with  a  rate  of  14.91  in  1961.  How¬ 
ever,  before  the  latter  year,  the  lowest  recorded  rate  was  16.93 
in  1957.  The  rate  for  the  country  as  a  whole,  was  15. i  in  1962, 
compared  with  15.5  in  1961. 

The  proportion  of  neo-natal  deaths  due  to  or  associated  with 
prematurity  was  lower  in  1962  than  in  1961.  However,  the  propor¬ 
tion  due  to  congenital  abnormalities  rose  from  23  in  120  or  19.2% 
of  the  total  in  1961,  to  44  in  138  or  31.8%  of  the  total  in  1962.  The 
proportion  due  to  all  other  causes  combined  was  substantially 
lower  in  1962  than  in  1961. 

Tlie  neo-natal  deaths  recorded  from  all  causes  were  as  follows 


Prematurity  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  55 

Congenital  malformations  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  27 

Congenital  heart  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  17 

Intracranial  haemorrhage  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

Atalectasis .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Broncho -pneumonia  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Asphyxia  neonatorum  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Haemorrhagic  disease  of  the  newborn  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Haemolytic  disease  of  the  newborn  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Anoxia  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Hyaline  membrane  disease  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Gastro -enteritis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Accidental  burns  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  i 
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Prematurity  was  an  associated  cause  in  13  of  these  deaths. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  early  neo-natal  mortality 
rate,  i.e.  deaths  under  i  week  per  1,000  total  live  births,  was  13.01 
in  the  county  in  1962,  compared  with  a  rate  of  15.0  for  the  country 
as  a  whole. 

For  purposes  of  comparison,  the  principal  causes  of  neo-natal 


death  in  1961  and  1962  are  set  out  in 
Causes. 

the  following 
1961 

table  : — 
1962 

Prematurity  .  . 

.  • 

39 

55 

Congenital  malformations  .  . 

.  • 

15 

27 

Congenital  heart 

.  « 

8 

17 

Intra -cranial  haemorrhage  .  . 

.  , 

18 

15 

Atalectasis 

.  , 

8 

9 

Asphyxia  neonatorum 

.  « 

7 

2 

Respiratory  infections 

.  « 

6 

3 

Haemolytic  disease  of  the  newborn 

-  . 

2 

2 

There  are  no  effective  preventive  measures  which,  in  the 
present  state  of  our  knowledge,  can  be  taken  to  reduce  the  incid¬ 
ence  of  congenital  disabilities  which  are  sufficiently  severe  to  result 
in  neo-natal  death. 

•f 

Infant  Deaths. 

It  is  a  matter  for  regret  that  the  low  infant  mortality  rates  in 
Northumberland  in  i960  and  1961,  which  in  both  cases  were 
below  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales,  were  not  maintained  in 
1962.  In  the  latter  year,  out  of  a  total  of  8,377  babies  born  alive, 

I  195  died  before  reaching  the  age  of  i  year,  and  the  rate  was  23.28 
per  thousand  live  births  compared  with  a  rate  of  21.4  for  the 
I  country  as  a  whole.  The  national  rate  was  the  lowest  ever  recorded. 
The  increase  in  the  neo-natal  rate  was  proportionately  smaller 
than  the  increase  in  the  rate  for  the  i — 12  month  period.  Neo-natal 
deaths  accounted  for  approximately  71%  of  the  total  infant  deaths 
I  in  1962,  compared  with  approximately  75%  in  1961. 


Boroughs 
and  Urban 
Districts 

Rural 

Districts 

Total 

- 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

Meningococcal  Infections 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Pneumonia 

13 

5 

18 

— 

I 

I 

13 

6 

19 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

I 

2 

3 

2 

— 

2 

3 

2 

5 

Congenital  malformations 

Other  Defined  and  Ill -defined 

21 

16 

37 

7 

II 

18 

28 

27 

55 

diseases 

48 

41 

89 

5 

6 

II 

53 

47 

100 

All  other  accidents 

4 

5 

9 

— 

I 

I 

4 

6 

10 

Bronchitis 

I 

I 

I 

— 

I 

I 

I 

2 

Other  circulatory  disease 

— ■ 

— 

— 

I 

— 

I 

I 

— 

I 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

I 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

I 

Totals 

89 

71 

160 

16 

19 

35 

105 

90 

195 

20 


The  most  substantial  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  due  to  ( 
any  single  cause  —  congenital  disabilities  —  occurred  in  the  neo-  ^ 
natal  period.  There  were,  however,  also  increases  in  deaths  due  to  { 
all  the  other  principal  causes  except  conditions  of  the  gastro-  - 
intestinal  tract.  Although  there  was  an  increase  in  the  actual  1 
number  of  deaths  due  solely  to  prematurity,  the  proportion  of  all  1 
infant  deaths  in  premature  infants  was  less  than  in  the  previous  = 
year.  Of  recent,  years,  there  has  been  a  slight  but  definite  trend  I 
towards  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  infant  deaths  in  premature  ; 
babies. 

Illegitimate  Births. 

The  total  of  8,542  live  and  still  births  included  309  illegitimate  : 
births,  and  of  the  latter  7  were  still  births.  The  illegitimate  births  : 
represented  3.62%  of  all  births,  compared  with  3.36%  in  the  pre¬ 
vious  year.  The  illegitimate  birth  rate  in  the  County  was  lower  than  ; 
that  for  the  country  as  a  whole.  The  infant  mortality  rate  for 
illegitimate  births  was  23.18  which  was  very  slightly  lower  than 
the  rate  for  legitimate  babies. 


Perinatal  Mortality. 

Deaths  in  the  first  week  of  life,  or  early  neo-natal  deaths,  are 
frequently  due  to  ante-natal  causes,  and  an  increase  in  their  number 
is  therefore  usually  accompanied  by  a  fall  in  the  number  of  still 
births.  In  Northumberland  in  1962  there  were  109  early  neo-natal 
deaths,  and  the  early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  was  13.01,  compared 
with  a  rate  of  12.42  in  1961.  The  still  birth  rates  were  19.32  in  1962, 
and  20.35  in  1961.  However,  the  early  neo-natal  deaths  represented 
56%  of  the  total  infant  deaths,  compared  with  63%  in  the  previous 
year.  The  comparable  rates  for  the  country  as  a  whole  were  15.0 
in  1962,  and  13.4  in  1961. 

The  sum  of  the  early  neo-natal  deaths  plus  still  births  per 
1,000  total  births,  is  the  perinatal  mortality  rate.  In  the  county  in 
the  year  under  review,  the  fall  in  the  still  birth  rate  compensated 
somewhat  for  the  rise  in  the  early  neo-natal  mortality  rate,  and 
there  was  a  consequent  slight  fall  in  the  peri-natal  mortality  rate, 
32.08  compared  with  32.49  in  1961.  The  comparable  rates  for  the 
country  as  a  whole  were  30.8  in  1962  and  32.2  in  1961. 

The  rates  in  Northumberland  over  the  last  four  years,  com¬ 
pared  with  the  national  rate,  were  as  follows  : — 


Year. 

Northumberland. 

England  &  Wales. 

1959 

34.82 

34-0 

i960 

30.31 

32.9 

1961 

32.49 

32.2 

1962 

32.08 

30.8 

21 


Maternal  Mortality. 

There  were  2  maternal  deaths  in  Northumberland  in  1962 
compared  with  4  in  ig6i.  The  maternal  mortality  rate  was  there¬ 
fore  0.23  per  thousand  total  births,  compared  with  a  rate  of  0.49 
m  the  previous  year.  The  rate  over  the  whole  of  the  country  was 
0.35  in  1961,  and  0.33  in  1962. 

Both  deaths  took  plc.ce  in  hospital,  and  the  causes  were  as 
follows  : — 

1.  Acute  Haemolytic  Anaemia  after  childbirth  (full  term), 

low  forceps  delivery. 

2.  Massive  hepatic  necrosis,  pregnancy. 
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Child  Welfare  Clinics. 


There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  child  welfare  sessions 
operated,  and  a  substantial  increase  in  the  number  of  children 
attending  and  total  attendances  made. 


Year. 

No.  of 
Clinics. 

No.  of  half-day 
sessions 
held. 

Total  No.  of 
children 
attending. 

Total 

attendances. 

1958 

95 

5,741 

25,843 

144,382 

1959 

94 

5,873 

26,798 

151,933 

i960 

94 

5,831 

27,612 

148,246 

1961 

93 

5,817 

28,240 

147,923 

1962 

91 

5,970 

28,985 

155,052 

:  The  number  of  children  aged  under  i  year  who  attended  the 

clinics  was  actually  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year,  but  there 
were  increases  in  the  attendances  of  children  in  the  i — 2  and  2 — 5 
;  age  groups. 


Year  of 
Attendance. 

Number  of  children  who  attended  in  the 
years  1961-62  in  age  groups. 

Under  i  year. 

I  —  2  years. 

2  — -5  years. 

1961 

7,001 

6,947 

14,292 

1962 

7,001 

7,211 

14,773 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were  38,791  children  of  pre- 
j  school  age  in  Northumberland,  and  28,985  or  approximately  75% 
!  had  attended  a  clinic.  This  is  an  extremely  satisfactory  figure,  and 
■  is  an  indication  of  the  appreciation  of  the  majority  of  mothers  in 
j  the  county  for  the  services  which  are  provided.  There  is  no  doubt 
?  that  the  provision  of  new  clinics  has  done  much  to  foster  this  ap- 
I  preciation.  During  the  year  new  clinic  buildings  at  Monkseaton 
I  and  Longbenton  were  brought  into  use,  making  the  total  of  10 
i  since  the  end  of  the  war.  The  clinic  at  Longbenton  replaced  the 
I  clinics  operated  at  the  Mission  Hall,  Longbenton  and  the  Methodist 
I  Church  Hall  at  South  Gosforth.  Excellent  work  was  carried  out  in 
^  these  halls,  but  it  was  obviously  hampered  by  the  unsuitability  of 
the  surroundings,  and  the  facilities  provided  were  totally  inadequate 
for  the  needs  of  this  extensive  housing  estate.  The  new  clinic  is  the 
largest  that  has  yet  been  provided  in  the  county.  It  includes  two 
dental  surgeries,  and  two  doctors  consulting  rooms,  and  flats  for 
‘  the  two  midwives  working  in  the  area  have  also  been  provided. 

,  The  increased  accommodation  available  made  it  possible  to  offer 
accommodation  for  the  ante-natal  care  of  their  patients  to 
:  the  general  practitioners  practising  on  the  estate,  and  8  family 
doctors  now  attend  at  ante-natal  clinics  in  the  new  building. 

1 

i 
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Ophthalmic,  orthopaedic  and  speech  therapy  sessions  have  oper-  • 
ated,  and  a  much  appreciated  mothers’  club  has  been  organised.  I 

The  new  clinic  at  Monkseaton  also  fulfilled  a  long  felt  need  » 
in  the  area  for  more  suitable  clinic  premises.  Heavily  attended  ) 
sessions  had  been  operated  for  many  years  in  a  church  hall.  Here 
again,  the  provision  of  adequate  accommodation  rendered  possible  , 
the  establishment  of  ante-natal  clinics  attended  by  general  pract-  ; 
itioners. 

A  pleasing  feature  of  both  new  clinics  has  been  the  interest  ■ 
displayed  in  them  by  school  children.  Parties  of  primary  school  ; 
children  have  been  taken  on  visits  to  the  clinics,  and  classes  in  : 
mothercraft  for  girls  in  the  older  age  groups  are  conducted  there.  ] 
It  is  hoped  that  increasing  use  will  be  made  of  all  the  clinics  for  i 
the  operation  of  school  medical  inspection  sessions.  There  is  no  i 
doubt  that  health  education,  which  is  such  an  important  aspect  ; 
of  the  work  of  a  local  health  authority,  should  be  instituted  during  : 
the  school  years,  and  that  it  will  be  furthered  by  fostering  the  i 
interest  of  the  children  in  the  work  undertaken  at  the  clinics. 


Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods. 

The  distribution  of  welfare  foods  was  continued  at  all  the  j 
clinics  during  the  year.  The  number  of  distribution  points  was  i 
100,  and  a  postal  service  for  rural  areas  was  operated  from  the  i 
central  food  store.  ^ 


Year 

National 
Dried  Milk 

Cod  Liver  Oil 

Vitamin 

A.  &  D.  Tablets 

Orange 

Juice 

Tins 

Bottles 

Packets 

Bottles 

1958 

167,995 

32,527 

22,019 

264,317 

1959 

152,949 

32,279 

24,008 

279,059 

i960 

140,663 

32,192 

24,884 

272,899 

1961 

114,617 

22,318 

18,200 

161,478 

1962 

107,402 

11,492 

11,372 

101,362 

The  decline  in  the  uptake  of  national  welfare  foods  is  probabl}^ 
due  to  the  general  improvement  in  the  standard  of  living.  It  has  : 
been  accompanied  by  an  increase  in  the  sales  of  proprietory  foods  I 
and  vitamin  supplements.  The  majority  of  parents  are  anxious  to 
provide  for  their  babies  the  best  that  their  resources  will  allow.  . 
Rightly  or  wrongly,  they  appear  to  consider  that  they  are  doing  so  ■ 
by  purchasing  for  them  the  proprietory  brands  of  foods,  which,  ? 
although  sold  at  cost  price,  still  cost  a  little  more  than  the  national  i 
foods.  The  sale  of  National  Dried  Milk  has  gone  down  by  62%  : 
since  1956,  while  Cod  Liver  Oil  has  gone  down  by  80%  and  Orange  ‘ 
Juice  by  70%. 
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Ante-natal  Clinics. 

The  popularity  of  ante-natal  clinics  in  Northumberland  is 
now  so  well  established,  that  it  has  become  almost  routine  to 
report  an  increase  in  the  numbers  of  mothers  attending  and  in 
the  total  attendances  made. 


Year. 

No.  of  Expectant 
Mothers  Attending. 

Total  No.  of 
Attendances. 

1958 

6,209 

25.297 

1959 

6,408 

26,702 

1960 

6,559 

27,496 

1961 

7,018 

30.991 

1962 

7A34 

32.497 

New  Clinics  were  opened  during  the  year  at  Monkseaton  and 
at  Brunton  Park. 

Although  the  primary  purpose  of  the  clinics  is  the  physical 
care  of  the  mothers,  the  mental  and  emotional  aspects  of  pregnancy 
are  not  neglected.  Increasing  attention  is  being  devoted  to  instruc¬ 
tion  in  relaxation,  and  the  development  of  this  service  is  only 
limited  by  the  difficulty  of  securing  the  services  of  physiotherapists 
to  undertake  the  work.  At  suitable  intervals,  films  illustrating  the 
course  of  pregnancy,  and  the  conduct  of  the  confinement  are  shown. 
These  film  shows  frequently  take  place  in  the  evening,  and  hus¬ 
bands  are  invited  to  attend.  Questions  are  encouraged,  and  the 
interest  taken  in  the  subject  is  demonstrated  by  the  number 
asked,  and  by  the  liveliness  of  the  discussions  which  follow.  Ap¬ 
preciation  of  this  aspect  of  ante-natal  care  has  been  expressed  by 
general  practitioners  and  obstetricians. 

The  taking  of  blood  specimens  at  the  clinics  was  continued, 
and  during  the  year  8,341  specimens  were  taken  for  haemoglobin 
estimation  and  4,389  for  wasserman  tests. 


} 

I 

! 

I 

I 

26  I 

Attendances  at  the  relaxation  classes  during  the  year  are  set  i 
out  below  : —  ! 


Clinic 

Attendances 

No.  of  i 
half-day  ^ 
sessions  j 

ist  Visits 

Re  -visits 

Alnwick  .  . 

68 

302 

49 

Ashington  * 

44 

198 

51 

Bedlington  Station 

79 

423 

48 

Blyth . 

156 

LI14 

97 

Brunton  Park  * .  . 

15 

142 

31 

Cramlington  *  .  . 

18 

69 

21 

Gosforth  * 

180 

1064 

91 

Haltwhistle  *  .  . 

45 

299 

38 

Hexham  .  . 

45 

313 

45 

Lynemouth  *  .  . 

12 

48 

26 

Morpeth  .  . 

76 

479 

49 

Newbiggin  * 

26 

177 

45 

Ponteland 

48 

292 

46 

Prudhoe  * 

37 

144 

45 

Seaton  Burn  *  .  . 

89 

681 

51 

Seaton  Delaval  .  . 

29 

134 

47 

South  Broomhill  * 

8 

102 

29 

Throckley 

52 

254 

47 

Tweedmouth 

64 

488 

50 

Wallsend .  . 

166 

635 

96 

Whitley  Bay 

156 

1,287 

87 

Totals 

1.413 

8,645 

1,089 

*  These  clinics  are  supervised  by  health  visitors  and  midwives. 

Relaxation  classes  commenced  at  Brunton  Park,  loth  April  ;  Cramling-  , 
ton,  5th  June  ;  Lynemouth,  4th  May  ;  South  Broomhill,  oth  January. 

Post-natal  Examinations. 

The  majority  of  post-natal  examinations  are  still  carried  out 
by  the  general  practitioners  at  their  own  surgeries,  but  an  increas¬ 
ing  number  are  encouraging  mothers  to  attend  at  the  ante-natal 
clinics  for  this  service.  The  number  of  examinations  carried  out  at 
clinics  again  showed  an  increase  in  1962. 


Year. 

No.  of  Mothers 
attending. 

Total  No.  of 
attendances. 

1958 

1,901 

2,189 

1959 

1,900 

2,222 

i960 

1,983 

2,194 

1961 

2,058 

2,349 

1962 

2,417 

2,683 

Women’s  Advisory  Clinics. 

The  County  Council’s  clinics  are  also  used  for  the  operation 
of  women’s  advisory  clinics,  at  which  instruction  in  contraception 
to  married  women  is  given  on  medical  recommendation. 
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A  grant  is  paid  to  the  Family  Planning  Association  for  the 
operation  of  the  clinics  at  Newcastle,  Tweedmouth,  Blyth  and 
Ashington  —  the  last  three  being  operated  in  the  Council’s  clinics. 

The  clinics  at  Hexham  and  Alnwick  are  operated  directly  by 
the  County  Council,  and  the  numbers  in  attendance  in  1962  were 
as  follows  : — 


Attendances 

No.  of 

Clinic 

half-day 

ist  Visits 

Re-Visits 

sessions 

Alnwick  .  . 

51 

121 

23 

Hexham  .  . 

82 

241 

35 

Consultant  Clinics. 

The  operation  of  orthopaedic,  ophthalmic  and  speech  therapy 
sessions  at  the  clinics  was  continued  during  the  year. 

The  numbers  of  pre-school  children  who  have  attended  at  the 
ophthalmic  and  orthopaedic  clinics  over  the  last  five  years  are 
as  follows  : — 


Year. 


1962 

1961 

i960 

1959 

1958 

Ophthalmic^ — • 

Number  of  Pre-School  Child¬ 
ren  Examined 

1205 

1136 

1 107 

1049 

1087 

1  Number  of  Spectacles  Pres¬ 

cribed  .  . 

208 

240 

211 

274 

279 

Orthopaedic — ■ 

Number  of  New  Cases  who 
attended 

702 

698 

740 

632 

537 

Number  of  Old  Cases  who 
attended 

949 

916 

859 

1212 

1293 

The  speech  therapy  service  is  undertaken  in  conjunction  with 
the  School  Health  Service  and  170  children  were  treated  during 
the  year,  compared  with  125  in  the  previous  year. 

Hearing  tests  of  pre-school  children  in  certain  risk  groups 
were  continued  by  specially  trained  health  visitors  during  the  year, 
j  Confirmatory  tests  in  those  in  whom  hearing  loss  was  suspected, 

;  were  carried  out  by  Assistant  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Officers, 
j  If  they  considered  that  deafness  was  confirmed,  the  children  were 

I  referred  to  the  Senior  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Consultant  for  the 
area  for  further  action. 

A  total  of  649  children  underwent  preliminary  tests  during 
the  year. 
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Immunisation  of  Pre-School  Children. 


The  number  of  pre-school  children  protected  by  the  use  of 
triple  antigen  showed  a  further  increase  in  1962,  whilst  those 
protected  by  other  methods  continued  to  decrease  in  number. 


Year. 

Triple 

Antigen. 

Diphtheria 
and  Pertussis 
(combined). 

Diphtheria 

only. 

Pertussis 

only. 

Total. 

1957 

5,220 

618 

159 

5,997 

1958 

2,521 

3,234 

248 

95 

6,098 

1959 

5,037 

1,914 

342 

19 

7,312 

i960 

6,449 

843 

158 

8 

7,458 

1961 

7,399 

188 

96 

2 

7,685 

1962 

7,616 

42 

79 

— 

7,737 

Special  immunisation  clinics  are  operated  at  all  the  larger 
clinics,  and  immunisations  are  carried  out  at  ordinary  sessions  in 
the  smaller  clinics.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this  policy  has  contrib¬ 
uted  to  the  steady  increase  in  the  number  of  pre-school  children 
immunised. 


Bowmer  Bank  Ante-natal  and  Post-natal  Hostel. 


Although  the  numbers  admitted  to  the  County  Council’s 
hostel  at  Bowmer  Bank,  Morpeth,  are  not  large,  the  work  carried 
out  there  is  most  valuable,  because  the  expectant  mothers  who 
are  admitted  are  mainly  of  the  type  who  would  not  otherwise 


receive  adequate  ante-natal  care. 

The  following  statistics  relate 
during  1962. 

Resident  on  31st  December,  1961 

Admitted  during  1962 

Discharges  during  1962 — 

1.  Prior  to  delivery  .  . 

2.  Mothers  discharged  home 
with  babies 

3.  Mothers  discharged  whose 
babies  were  adopted 

4.  Mothers  discharged  whose 
babies  were  placed  under 
foster  care  by  Children’s 
Committee  .  . 

Total 


to  admissions  and  discharges 

10  (4  Ante -natal  and  6  mothers 

with  babies). 

44 

9 

-23 

12 

5 

49 


Resident  on  31st  December,  1962  5  (3  Ante -natal  and  2  mothers 

with  babies). 

The  success  of  the  service  is  reflected  in  the  steady  downward 
trend  in  all  the  mortality  statistics  relating  to  illegitimate  births 
over  the  past  five  years.  In  1962  in  Northumberland  the  infant 
mortality  rate  was  lower  in  the  illegitimate  baby  group,  than  in 
babies  legitimately  born. 
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DENTAL  SERVICE. 


(Mr.  A.  E.  Robinson,  F.D.S.R.C.S.) 


The  dental  treatment  provided  under  Section  22  of  the 
National  Health  Act  for  mothers  and  children  under  the  age  of 
five  years  followed  the  same  pattern  as  in  recent  years  and  was 
carried  out  by  the  school  dental  officers  at  dental  clinics  held  in 
the  following  areas  : — 


Area. 


I. 

Alnwick 

2. 

Amble 

3- 

Ashington 

4- 

Bedlington  Station 

5- 

Blyth.  . 

6. 

Cramlington 

7- 

Dudley 

8. 

Forest  Hall  .  . 

9. 

Glendale 

10. 

Gosforth 

II. 

Guide  Post  .  . 

12. 

Haltwhistle 

13- 

Hexham  Urban 

14. 

Longbenton 

15- 

Morpeth 

16. 

Newbiggin  .  . 

17- 

Newburn 

18. 

North  Tyne  .  . 

19. 

Prudhoe 

20. 

Seaton  Delaval 

21. 

Shiremoor 

22. 

Throckley 

•23- 

Tweedmouth 

24. 

W  allsend 

25- 

Willington  Quay 

26. 

Whitley  Bay 

Dental  Officer. 

Miss  S.  M.  Crute,  B.D.S. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Nutt.  L.D.S. 

Mr.  R.  S.  Ferrell,  L.D.S. 

Mr.  W.  Medley,  B.D.S. 

Mr.  E.  G.  Stuart,  B.D.S. 

Mr.  T.  M.  Mahadervan,  L.D.S. 

Mr.  W.  Robson,  L.D.S. 

Mr.  G.  C.  J.  Long,  B.D.S. 

Mr.  R.  W.  Whittingham,  B.D.S. 
Miss  M.  I.  Lamb,  L.D.S. 

Mr.  R.  M.  Foulds,  L.D.S. 

Mr.  R.  S.  Bodenham,  B.D.S. 

Miss  P.  A.  Todd,  B.D.S. 

Mr.  S.  J.  Smithson,  L.D.S. 

Mr.  C.  L.  Carmichael,  B.D.S. 

Miss  N.  F.  Stockman,  B.D.S. 

Mr.  T.  A.  Ireland,  L.D.S. 

Miss  S.  E.  Long,  L.D.S. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Robinson,  F.D.S.R.C.S. 
Mrs.  W.  S.  Drury,  L.D.S. 

Miss  H.  C.  Gent,  B.D.S. 

Mr.  W.  P.  Neilson,  L.D.S. 

Mr.  G.  C.  J.  Long,  B.D.S. 

Mr.  J.  F.  Horseman,  L.D.S. 

Mrs.  B.  Britton,  B.D.S. 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Drury,  L.D.S. 


During  the  year  830  sessions  were  devoted  to  this  work.  This 
was  170  fewer  sessions  than' in  1961.  On  closer  investigation  one 
sees  that  this  fall  was  caused  mainly  by  the  fact  that  only  1,221 
mothers  were  referred  for  dental  treatment  compared  with  1,597 
in  the  previous  year. 

Of  these  1,221  cases  referred,  1,050  required  treatment  and 
854  were  actually  treated. 

During  1962  over  8,000  births  were  recorded  in  the  county, 
but  only  1,200  mothers  which  included  both  ante  and  post-natal 
cases  were  referred  to  the  county  dental  officers  for  dental  inspec¬ 
tion  and  treatment.  One  must  feel  concerned  about  the  remainder. 
A  proportion  will  obviously  be  receiving  treatment  under  the 
National  Health  Service  and  one  anticipates  that  this  number 
will  increase  as  a  result  of  the  amendment  of  the  Act,  which  enables 
National  Health  Service  practitioners  to  provide  expectant  and 
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nursing  mothers  with  free  dental  treatment  including  the  provision 
of  dentures.  There  must  be  many,  however,  who  are  not  seen  by 
either  their  own  practitioners  or  by  any  of  the  county  dental 
officers. 

One  would  like  to  see  all  of  these  patients  referred  to  the 
dental  officers  for  a  routine  dental  examination  at  the  time  they 
receive  their  physical  examination  by  the  doctor.  Those  mothers 
having  their  own  family  dentist  and  found  to  require  treatment 
would  be  told  that  an  early  visit  was  necessary,  the  remainder 
who  had  no  dentist  would  be  informed  what  treatment  was  re¬ 
quired  and  would  be  given  the  opportunity  to  attend  the  clinic  for 
treatment  if  they  so  desired. 

Unfortunately  this  has  not  happened  and  a  mere  trickle  of 
cases  has  been  canalised  into  the  service  and  one  feels  that  quite 
a  number  of  those  mothers  without  a  family  dentist  must  be 
receiving  no  routine  treatment  at  all,  but  only  emergency  treat¬ 
ment  for  the  relief  of  pain.  The  risk  of  this  happening  could  so 
easily  be  obviated  if  all  mothers  received  this  routine  dental 
inspection  as  part  of  their  medical  examination.  It  must  also  be 
remembered  that  the  dental  officer  can  still  only  offer  his  treatment 
during  the  period  of  pregnancy  and  twelve  months  after,  when  the 
mother  must  then  proceed  to  her  own  dental  practitioner  for  any 
subsequent  course  of  treatment. 

With  regard  to  the  treatment  provided  for  mothers,  whilst  a 
smaller  number  were  treated,  the  number  of  fillings  provided 
showed  an  increase  from  1,558  in  1961  to  1,690  in  the  year  under 
review.  At  the  same  time  there  was  a  drop  in  the  number  of  teeth 
extracted.  It  is  always  a  good  thing  to  be  able  to  report  an  increase 
in  ratio  between  the  teeth  filled  and  teeth  extracted.  The  number 
of  dentures  provided  fell  from  906  in  1961  to  717  in  1962.  The 
remainder  of  treatment  provided  was  similar  to  that  carried  out 
in  previous  years. 

Turning  to  the  pre-school  children,  whilst  there  was  a  falling 
off  in  the  sessions  devoted  to  the  mothers,  there  was  an  increase  of 
three  sessions  for  the  pre-school  children  during  the  year  under 
review. 

There  were  2,489  children  referred  to  the  dental  staff  for 
examination  and  treatment  if  necessary.  This  is  a  gradual  increase 
over  the  last  two  years  and  was  due  to  the  fact  that  more  and 
more  of  the  children  who  attend  "  birthday  clinics  for  routine 
medical  examination  were  referred  by  the  doctors  for  a  dental 
examination  at  the  clinic  by  the  dental  officer.  This  examination 
is  on  similar  lines  to  that  envisaged  earlier  in  this  report  for  mothers, 
the  children  being  referred  to  their  own  dental  practitioner  or  the 
clinic  as  desired. 
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24-9%  the  children  examined  were  found  to  be  free  from 
dental  decay,  an  improvement  one  is  glad  to  report  of  1.9%  over 
tlie  previous  year. 

Of  the  2,489  children  examined,  1,869  were  found  to  require 
treatment,  and  1,677  were  treated  in  the  county  clinics.  There 
was  a  general  increase  in  all  forms  of  treatment  provided  for  these 
children.  It  is  very  pleasing  to  note  that  conservation  of  these 
young  children’s  teeth  has  increased.  This  is  something  one  aims 
at  in  preparing  them  for  conservation  of  their  permanent  teeth 
in  future  years. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSING  SERVICE. 

Midwifery. 

In  general,  the  staff  position  was  very  satisfactory.  Vacancies, ; 
with  a  few  exceptions,  were  filled  in  a  reasonable  period. 

There  were  eight  resignations  and  four  retirements.  Nine; 
appointments  were  made  to  the  permanent  staff  and  ten  relief  - 
nurses  were  appointed  on  a  part-time  basis  and  served  for  varying  : 
periods.  The  overall  shortage  of  midwives,  in  the  country  as  a 
whole,  did  not  seriously  affect  recruitment  to  Northumberland.  i 
A  persistent  vacancy  in  one  area  caused  some  concern  for  a  period,  s 
but  with  the  co-operation  of  the  general  practitioners  and  staff  i 
in  surrounding  areas,  a  reasonably  adequate  service  was  maintained.  i 
The  need  to  continue  to  recruit  midwives  for  the  domiciliary  ser-  : 
vice,  in  some  areas,  required  careful  consideration  in  view  of  the  : 
marked  decrease  in  the  number  of  home  confinements  over  the : 
past  few  years.  The  midwife  requires  a  reasonable  amount  of » 
practice  to  retain  her  skill  and  satisfaction  and  present  case  loads  : 
in  these  areas  are  too  small  for  this  purpose. 

The  following  gives  some  indication  of  the  number  of  deliveries  > 
attended  by  district  nurse  midwives  who  combine  the  functions  of  ) 
district  nursing  and  midwifery  :  — 

Number  of  district  nurse  midwives  employed  .  .  62 

Average  midwifery  caseload  of  the  above  . .  ii 

Range  of  lowest  to  the  highest  . .  . .  . .  Nil.  to  32  | 


No.  of 
Deliveries. 

0-5 

6-10 

11-15 

16-20 

21-25 

26-30 

31-35 

Nurse 

Midwives 

19 

12 

1 1 

5 

5 

7 

3 

The  number  of  maternity  patients  nursed  by  the  above 
staff  who  were  discharged  from  hospital 

(a)  2nd  to  4th  day  . .  263 

(b)  5th  to  loth  day  . .  1,737 

On  the  other  hand  there  were  more  opportunities  in  the  field  . 
of  ante-natal  care  and  education  and  mothers  required  a  good  deal  : 
of  help  and  support  following  early  discharge  from  hospital. 

The  following  notifications  of  Intention  to  Practise  were  ■ 
received  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  the  small  number  of  private  ; 
midwives  in  practice  during  the  year  under  review  : — 


Private  Practice 

Total. 

County  Council. 

Hospitals. 

(including 
Nursing  Homes). 

183 

95 

82 

6 
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The  number  of  domiciliary  births  and  hospital  discharges 
was  comparable  with  the  previous  year  —  1,870  deliveries  and 
4,291  discharges.  The  trend  towards  early  discharge  from  hospital 
continued  and  there  was  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of 
discharges  48  hours  after  confinement.  It  is  of  interest  that  the 
request  for  early  discharge  was  frequently  made  by  the  mothers 
themselves. 

A  good  liaison  was  maintained  between  the  hospital  and 
domiciliary  service  whereby  the  midwife  was  informed  of  these 
cases  when  the  mothers  made  their  hospital  booking.  The  midwife 
shared  responsibility  for  ante-natal  care  with  the  general  pract¬ 
itioner  in  these  cases. 

The  obstetric  record  card,  which  has  become  well  established 
as  a  link  in  the  chain  of  ante-natal  care,  continued  to  fulfil  a  useful 
purpose  in  the  improvement  in  this  service. 

The  two  local  Maternity  Liaison  Committees,  South-East  and 
West  of  the  county,  continued  to  function  and  served  a  very  useful 
purpose  in  strengthening  the  co-ordination  of  the  maternity  ser¬ 
vices. 


Part  II  Training. 

Eight  pupil  midwives  commenced  training  in  Ashington  and 
Wallsend  and  all  have  subsequently  qualified.  None  were  recruited 
to  the  domiciliary  field  but  all  expressed  the  appreciation  of  their 
district  training  and  experience. 

The  decrease  in  the  number  of  home  confinements  also  created 
problems  in  connection  with  this  training.  It  was  sometimes 
difficult  to  supply  the  number  of  cases  laid  down  by  the  Central 
Midwives  Board  to  provide  adequate  experience  of  home  deliveries 
for  the  pupil  midwife’s  training.  It  would  appear  that  the  time  is 
opportune  for  some  revision  of  midwifery  training. 


Accommodation. 

We  were  indebted  to  two  housing  authorities  for  accommod¬ 
ation  for  district  midwives. 

Newcastle  Corporation  granted  the  temporary  tenancy  of  two 
flats  on  the  developing  housing  estates  in  Longbenton  and  New- 
biggin  Hall  and  Morpeth  Borough  Council  allocated  a  flat  for  a 
nurse-midwife  in  Morpeth. 

In  each  of  these  cases,  the  provision  of  accommodation  made  it 
easier  to  recruit  staff  to  the  areas.  Two  flats,  built  over  the  new 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  in  Longbenton  were  occupied 
by  district  midwives  thus  enabling  the  tenancy  of  the  two  New¬ 
castle  Corporation  flats  to  be  given  up. 
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Home  Nursing. 

During  the  year  there  was  an  increase  of  5,008  in  the  number 
of  visits  paid  by  district  nurses  and  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that  of 
the  total  255,164  visits,  61%  were  to  patients  over  65  years  of  age. 
In  addition  9587  visits  of  an  advisory  nature  were  paid  to  this 
age  group.  The  trend  for  district  nurses  to  be  increasingly  concerned 
with  old  people  continued  and  every  endeavour  was  made  to 
maintain  the  interest  and  increase  the  knowledge  and  under¬ 
standing  of  their  needs. 

The  part  played  by  district  nurses  in  enabling  patients  to 
remain  at  home  is  fully  recognised.  At  the  same  time  it  should  be 
acknowledged  that  this  would  not  be  possible  were  it  not  for  the 
willing  co-operation  of  relatives  and  friends.  The  load  carried  by 
people  caring  for  sick  relatives  at  home  is  often  an  arduous  one  and 
deserves  comment.  The  use  of  disposable  underpads  was  extended 
and  this  service  was  an  undoubted  boon  to  those  caring  for  incont¬ 
inent  patients.  Trials  were  also  made  in  the  use  of  disposable  water¬ 
proof  sheeting  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  too  was  of 
great  value  and  more  comfortable  for  the  patient. 

Co-operation  with  hospitals  and  geriatric  units  in  the  care  of 
long  term  bedfast  patients  continued  to  be  excellent  and  many 
patients  are  now  admitted  for  periods  of  approximately  2  weeks, 
thus  enabling  relatives  to  have  a  holiday. 

One  case,  was  of  particular  interest.  The  patient,  a  young 
man  of  29  years,  a  victim  of  poliomyelitis  is  nursed  continuously 
in  an  ‘  iron  lung.’  He  is  married  and  has  tw'O  young  children.  Prior 
to  his  discharge  home  to  his  wife,  the  nurses  on  the  area  attended 
the  hospital  to  receive  instruction  in  his  care  and  to  familiarise 
them  with  the  working  of  the  respirator.  Daily  nursing  care  was 
undertaken  on  a  team  basis  with  3  nurses  attending  at  each  visit. 
The  excellent  co-operation  amongst  all  concerned  together  with  the 
willingness  of  the  hospital  to  re-admit  him  for  short  periods  to  give 
his  wife  the  necessary  rest  made  it  possible  for  this  man  to  be  at 
home  with  his  family  for  considerable  periods. 

The  ‘  Day  and  Night  Nursing  Service  ’  which  is  administered 
on  behalf  of  the  Marie  Curie  Memorial  Foundation,  also  plays  a 
considerable  part  in  enabling  patients  to  remain  at  home.  Through 
this  service  36  cases  were  helped,  the  nurses  attending  for  a  total 
of  254  nights. 

Advances  in  medical  knowledge  have  an  undoubted  effect  on 
the  work  of  district  nurses  and  many  patients  have  remained 
ambulant  by  means  of  modern  drug  therapy.  A  total  of  58,814 
injections  were  given  during  the  year.  Pre-sterilized  disposable 
syringes  and  needles  are  now  in  general  use  and  their  value  in 
reducing  the  risk  of  infection  and  in  providing  for  economy  of 
time  has  been  proved  beyond  doubt.  Other  types  of  disposable 
equipment  such  as  gloves  and  masks  were  also  in  general  use. 
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A  third  male  nurse  was  appointed  to  the  staff  during  the  year 
and  as  with  the  two  previous  appointments,  this  was  followed  by 
a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  male  patients  being  nursed  in 
the  area. 


Health  Visiting. 

During  the  year  the  establishment  of  health  visitors  was 
increased  from  95  to  100  to  meet  the  increased  case-loads  and  the 
further  extension  of  the  work  and  to  bring  the  establishment  more 
in  line  with  that  recommended  by  the  Working  Party  on  the 
Field  of  Work,  Training  and  Recruitment  of  Health  Visitors. 

Four  health  visitors  resigned  their  appointments,  one  on 
marriage,  one  for  domestic  reasons,  and  two  to  take  up  appoint¬ 
ments  with  other  authorities.  Six  health  visitors  were  appointed, 
four  of  them  newly  qualified  under  the  Council’s  Grant  Aided 
Scheme  of  Training. 

Three  students  commenced  training  during  the  year,  one  in 
Newcastle  and  two  in  London  and  a  fourth  student  was  recruited 
to  commence  training  in  January,  1963. 

The  increase  in  staff  has  enabled  more  visits  to  be  paid  to  pre¬ 
school  children.  This  was  necessary  in  view  of  the  greater  attention 
being  paid  to  children  who  came  within  the  groups  at  risk  without 
neglecting  the  usual  advisory  visits  to  other  children. 

Phenylketonuria. 

The  testing  of  infants  for  phenylketonuria  involved  additional 
home  visits  as  it  was  not  always  possible  to  carry  out  these  tests 
in  the  clinics.  The  tests  need  a  fresh  specimen  of  urine  which  is  not 
always  available  when  required  and,  in  some  cases,  several  visits 
were  m.ade. 

Early  Detection  of  Deafness. 

Where  possible  screening  tests  for  the  detection  of  deafness 
in  young  children  were  carried  out  in  special  sessions  in  the  Child 
Welfare  Clinics  but  in  rural  areas,  especially,  it  was  often  necessary 
to  carry  out  these  tests  in  the  homes. 

Tufty  Clubs. 

A  Tufty  Club  v/as  commenced  in  Blyth  Clinic  where  toddlers 
were  taught  the  elements  of  road  safety  by  members  of  the  police 
force.  Mothers  were  encouraged  to  take  an  interest  in  this  aspect 
of  their  children’s  education. 

Ante-Natal  Care. 

More  visits  were  paid  to  expectant  mothers  in  an  endeavour 
to  ensure  that  defaulters  from  attendance  at  ante-natal  clinics 
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and  others  requiring  help  and  advice  were  receiving  the  care  they 
needed. 

Care  of  the  Aged. 

The  development  of  voluntary  services  for  the  care  of  the 
aged  relieved  the  health  visitors  of  a  great  deal  of  routine  visiting. 
The  health  visitors'  part  in  the  service  was  mainly  in  the  ascertain¬ 
ment  of  needs  and  referral  to  appropriate  sources  of  help. 

School  Health* Service. 

The  new  procedure,  in  some  schools,  for  school  medical 
examinations,  involving  a  complete  medical  and  social  appraisal 
of  children  during  their  first  year  of  school,  emphasised  the  advant¬ 
age  of  the  health  visitor  in  the  school  health  service.  Her  previous 
knowledge  of  the  children's  home  conditions  and  social  background 
enabled  her  to  make  a  valuable  contribution  to  the  assessment. 

Subsequent  regular  visits  to  the  school,  keeping  in  touch  with 
the  teaching  staff,  brought  to  her  notice  children  who  later  devel¬ 
oped  emotional  difficulties  or  physical  conditions  which  necessitate 
further  advice  and  help  to  the  parent. 

Mothercraft  teaching  of  senior  schoolgirls  continued  and  23 
health  visitors  gave  courses  of  instruction  in  preparation  for  the 
examination  held  by  the  National  Association  for  Maternal  and 
Child  Welfare.  521  girls  gained  the  certihcate  awarded  by  this 
body  during  the  year. 

Shorter  courses  were  given  at  13  other  schools. 

One  health  visitor  continued  to  give  courses  of  instruction 
at  an  approved  school  for  girls  and  lectures  to  nursing  cadets  and 
other  groups  attending  Northumberland  Technical  College  were 
continued. 

Tuberculosis. 

A  further  step  in  preventive  measures  was  taken  in  the  west 
of  the  county  by  the  introduction  of  Heaf  Testing  of  all  pre-school 
children  attending  the  clinics  as  part  of  their  yearly  examination. 
Children  showing  a  strong  reaction  were  referred  to  the  Chest 
Clinic  for  examination  and  treatment  was  given  where  indicated. 
Family  contacts  were  also  followed  up  and  this  measure  resulted 
in  tuberculous  lesions,  in  adult  contacts,  being  discovered  and 
treated. 

Liaison  with  Hospitals. 

Information  in  respect  of  children  discharged  from  two 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne  hospitals  continued  to  be  sent  to  the  health 
visitor  to  enable  her  to  follow-up  these  patients.  Whenever  poss¬ 
ible,  communication  was  made  direct  from  the  hospital  almoners 
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and  ward  sisters  to  the  health  visitors,  otherwise  contact  was  made 
through  the  Health  Department  in  respect  of  patients  about  to 
be  discharged  and  for  whom  follow-up  visits  were  required.  En¬ 
quiries  from  the  hospital  regarding  social  circumstances  of  patients 
were  dealt  with  in  the  same  way. 

Reports  were  sent  to  the  premature  baby  unit  of  one  large 
maternity  hospital  in  respect  of  the  home  conditions  of  premature 
infants  before  they  were  discharged  home  to  ensure  that  adequate 
provision  was  made  for  their  reception  and  care.  In  special  cases 
and  where  practicable  the  health  visitor  visited  the  hospital  for 
consultation  with  the  ward  sister  regarding  the  care  of  the  infant 
on  discharge. 

Health  visitors  continued  to  participate  in  a  research 
project  on  Chronic  Bronchitis  inaugurated  by  the  Consultant 
Physician  of  the  Newcastle  Bronchitis  Centre.  They  took  part,  too, 
in  the  Nuffield  Waiting  List  Survey  in  connection  with  hospitals 
in  this  area. 


Co-operation  with  General  Practitioners. 

The  increasing  number  of  general  practitioners,  using  the 
local  authority  clinic  premises  for  their  ante-natal  clinics,  led  to 
increased  co-operation  with  the  health  visitors  in  this  and  other 
fields. 

Letters  sent  to  all  the  general  practitioners  in  an  area,  when 
a  new  health  visitor  is  appointed,  giving  details  of  the  extent  of 
her  district  and  the  address  of  her  headquarters,  ensured  that 
contact  could  be  maintained  and  the  general  practitioners’  requests 
for  the  health  visitors’  help  in  connection  with  any  family  problems, 
were  met. 

In  urban  areas,  where  the  areas  of  practice  of  several  general 
practitioners  often  overlap,  the  health  visitors  work  in  a  team 
under  the  direction  of  a  senior  health  visitor  from  a  central  clinic. 
Reference  to  the  senior  health  visitor  ensures  that  any  general 
practitioner  can  be  put  into  touch  immediately  with  the  particular 
health  visitor  concerned  with  any  of  his  patients  and  this  arrange¬ 
ment  has  worked  extremely  well. 

Three  health  visitors  attended  ante-natal  clinics  and  one 
health  visitor  attended  a  weekly  child  welfare  clinic  session  held 
in  doctors’  surgeries. 

In  two  areas,  the  health  visitors  attended  the  doctors’  surgeries 
during  ante-natal  sessions  to  assist  mothers  with  social  problems 
and  to  introduce  them  to  the  programmes  of  talks  and  relaxation 
classes  held  in  local  authority  clinics. 
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Health  Education. 

Health  visitors  played  a  part  in  the  health  education  of  the 
community  by  giving  talks  to  organised  groups  on  subjects  relat¬ 
ing  to  health  and  welfare,  for  example,  Women’s  Institutes,  and 
Young  Wives’  Groups,  Darby  and  Joan  Clubs,  Rotary  Clubs  and 
Youth  Clubs  of  many  varieties  have  requested  their  services. 
Courses  of  lectures  on  First  Aid  and  Home  Nursing  were  given 
for  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  and  health  visitors  acted  as 
examiners.  Several  health  visitors  assisted  in  the  education  of 
young  people  studying  for  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh  Award. 


Mothers’  Clubs. 

Five  new  clubs  were  commenced  during  the  year  in  Alnwick, 
Brunton  Park,  Prudhoe,  Seaton  Burn  and  Throckley.  Clubs  are 
now  established  in  25  areas  in  the  County.  The  clubs  are  particul¬ 
arly  valuable  in  areas  where  they  serve  new  housing  estates  as 
many  of  the  estates  provide  no  other  means  of  social  contact  for 
the  young  mothers. 

The  club  meetings  provide  an  opportunity  for  education  in  an 
informal  atmosphere  and  group  discussions  on  health  topics 
especially  in  the  mental  health  field  have  become  increasingly 
popular. 

Visitors  to  the  County. 

During  the  year  two  nurses  from  Malaya,  who  were  taking 
the  Hospital  Administration  Course  at  the  Royal  College  of 
Nursing,  came  for  two  weeks  to  observe  the  county  administration. 

A  Bantu  health  visitor,  from  South  Africa,  spent  3J  weeks 
in  the  county  to  observe  the  field  services. 

A  student  health  visitor  from  the  London  County  Council 
Training  School  received  two  weeks  practical  experience  in  county 
health  visiting. 

In-Service  Training. 

Eight  members  of  the  district  nursing  staff  attended  approved 
courses  of  district  nurse  training  organised  by  the  Newcastle  upon 
Tyne  Health  Department.  These  courses  which  were  both  theor¬ 
etical  and  practical  in  content  have  proved  of  great  value  to  the 
nurses  who  attended. 

Health  Visitors  again  took  part  in  the  practical  training  of 
students  from  the  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  Health  Visitor  Training 
School.  Health  visitors,  district  nurses  and  midwives  assisted  in 
giving  practical  experience  of  the  local  authority  services  to  student 
nurses  from  Hexham  General  Hospital. 
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During  the  year,  15  health  visitors  and  ii  midwives  attended 
refresher  courses  arranged  by  the  Health  Visitors  Association, 
Tiie  Ro3^al  College  of  Nursing,  The  Royal  College  of  Midwives  and 
the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education. 

In  order  to  keep  staff  abreast  of  new  knowledge  and  trends  in 
the  Mental  Health  field  a  lecture-observation  visit  to  St.  George’s 
Hospital,  Morpeth,  was  arranged  and  24  health  visitors  attended. 

The  increasing  demand  for  the  Health  Visitors’  services  for 
teaching  in  schools,  lecturing  to  outside  bodies  and  undertaking 
group  education  in  the  clinics  necessitated  some  additional  training 
in  teacliing  methods.  The  Principal  and  staff  of  the  Northumber¬ 
land  Technical  College  arranged  a  special  course  on  the  technique 
and  practice  of  teaching  consisting  of  9  sessions  of  lectures  and 
demonstration  classes.  8  Health  visitors  attended  the  first  course 
and  it  is  proposed  to  hold  further  courses  in  the  new  year. 

Staff  conferences  for  senior  health  visitors,  health  visitors, 
district  nurses  and  midwives  were  held  when  matters  of  policy 
and  professional  interest  were  discussed.  Speakers  included  the 
Survey  Medical  Officer  on  the  Nuffield  Hospital  Waiting  List 
Survey,  the  Senior  Health  Visitor  Tutor  from  the  Battersea  College 
of  Technology  and  the  Principal  of  the  School  of  Physiotherapy  at 
the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  who  gave  a  lecture  and  practical 
demonstration  on  the  subject  ‘  The  District  Nurse  and  Physio¬ 
therapy.’  Excellent  films  ‘  Early  Diagnosis  of  Phenylketonuria  ’ 
and  ‘  To  Janet  a  Son  ’  were  shown. 

Courses  of  instruction  for  health  visitors  and  midwives  in 
methods  of  relaxation  for  expectant  mothers  were  continued. 
The  instruction  was  given  by  a  physiotherapist  who  was  employed 
part-time  in  the  County  ante-natal  clinics.  It  is  hoped  that  all 
public  health  nursing  staff  will  receive  this  instruction  to  enable 
them  to  give  this  teaching  to  expectant  mothers  in  areas  where 
the  services  of  a  physiotherapist  are  not  available. 

A  further  course  on  the  subject  of  ‘  Geriatrics  ’  consisting  of 
2  lecture-discussions  and  a  clinical  round  at  Moor  Park  Hospital 

was  attended  by  35  district  nurses.  Other  groups  of  staff  particip¬ 
ated  in  the  Ward  Sisters  and  Staff  Nurses  study  days  at  the  Royal 
Victoria  Infirmary  and  a  group  of  district  nurses  attended  a  one 
day  course  on  ‘  Stroke  Rehabilitation  ’  arranged  by  the  Chest  and 
Heart  Association.  One  staff  conference  was  also  devoted  to  dis¬ 
cussion  on  this  subject. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  Board  of  Governors,  Management 
Committees,  Matrons  and  nursing  staff  of  the  hospitals  concerned 
and  to  the  Principal  and  staff  of  the  Northumberland.  Technical 
College  for  their  help  and  co-operation  in  arranging  these  prog¬ 
rammes. 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus. 

The  number  of  babies  under  i  year  who  completed  a  full  course 
of  immunisation  against  diphtheria  was  5,376.  The  full  figures  by 
administrative  areas  are  shown  in  Table  No.  18. 

The  table  headed  Whooping  Cough  Vaccination  on  Page 
No.  100  is  divided  into  three  parts,  namely,  children  14  years  and 
under  who  had  (a)  whooping  cough  vaccine  alone  ;  (b)  whooping 
cough  vaccine  with  diphtheria  antigen  or  (c)  a  triple  antigen  ^ 
giving  protection  against  whooping  cough,  diphtheria  and  tetanus. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  triple  antigen  is  the  most  acceptable  for  all 
age  groups  and  during  the  year  8,142  children  received  it  com¬ 
pared  with  7,722  in  1961  and  only  2,597  five  years  ago. 

Smallpox. 

No  case  of  smallpox  occurred  in  Northumberland  during  the  ; 
year,  but  the  increased  number  of  people  spending  holidays  abroad, 
and  the  rapid  movement  of  the  population  with  air  travel,  makes  i 
the  risk  of  the  spread  of  this  disease  greater  than  ever  before. 

A  number  of  cases  of  smallpox  were  imported  from  Pakistan  1 
to  certain  parts  of  the  country  and  this  was  the  reason  for  such  a  1 
large  increase  in  the  number  of  children  and  adults  who  were  j 
vaccinated  or  re-vaccinated  as  shown  in  the  following  table  : —  i 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox 


Age  at  date  of  Vaccination. 


Sub¬ 

committee 

Area. 

Number  vaccinated 
during  period. 

Number  re -vaccinated 
during  period. 

Under  1  year 

1  year 

j  2-4  years 

i 

5-14  yrs. 

1 C  ! 

15  years  \ 

or  over  j 

! 

Total 

Under  1  year 

U 

tH 

1 

2-4  years 

5-14  yrs. 

15  years 
or  over 

a 

C 

North  No.  I 

292 

43 

37 

93 

157 

622 

3 

10 

64 

305 

38 

North  No.  2 

318 

32 

37 

89 

174 

650 

I 

1 

22 

149 

649 

82 

Central 

396 

147 

313 

1657 

1753 

4266 

— 

I 

88 

286 

1548 

192 

East.  . 

76 

282 

499 

1320 

1322 

3499 

— 

— 

5 

193 

lOI  I 

120 

South 

816 

III 

259 

900 

1214 

3300 

4 

6 

90 

683 

2718 

350 

South  East.  . 

958 

161 

261 

1050 

1634 

4064 

30 

II 

55 

533 

2400 

302 

West 

251 

35 

121 

384 

453 

1244 

7 

5 

47 

324 

1210 

159 

Wallsend  .  . 

404 

31 

88 

265 

247 

1035 

— 

— 

15 

103 

532 

65' 

1962  Totals 

35TI 

cc 

1615 

5758 

6954 

18,680 

45 

24 

332 

2335 

10373 

131: 

1961  Totals 

3233 

311 

182 

200 

273 

4199 

35 

7 

34 

78 

516 

67 
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Poliomyelitis  Vaccination. 

An  oral  vaccine  (Sabin)  was  introduced  in  the  early  months 
of  the  year  for  general  use  for  all  priority  groups.  It  contained 
living  attenuated  poliomyelitis  viruses  of  types  i,  2  and  3,  and  the 
dose  is  contained  in  three  drops  given  either  on  a  sugar  lump  or 
for  babies  by  pipette  direct  into  the  mouth.  The  arrangements  for 
the  giving  of  this  vaccine  to  the  public  were  much  more  simple  and 
efforts  were  made  to  complete  reinforcing  doses  with  oral  vaccine 
for  the  summer  holidays.  The  following  figures  show  that  more 
than  nine  thousand  received  three  doses  of  oral  vaccine  during  the 
year  and  nearly  24,000  reinforcing  doses  were  given. 

Oral  Vaccine  : 

(a)  Received  three  doses 


Year  of  Birth 

1962  .  . 

1,053 

1961  .  . 

2,537 

1943-1960  . , 

2,213 

1933-1942 . 

1,300 

Other  Groups 

1,942 

9,045 

Reinforcing  doses 

After  two  Salk  doses 

16,306 

After  three  Salk  doses 

7,500 

Vaccine  : 

Reinforcing  doses 

Third  injection 

3,286 

Fourth  injection  .  . 

692 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

The  year  commenced  with  no  noticeable  changes  in  the  r 
general  administration  of  the  ambulance  service.  The  increased  5' 
establishment  of  seven  driver-attendants  to  meet  the  reduction  of  0 
working  hours  from  44  to  42  hours  per  week,  reported  in  1961,  has  1 
proved  to  be  successful. 

Further  consideration  has  been  given  to  increasing  the  number  3 
of  attendants  on  ambulances  and  a  recommendation  to  appoint  a 
further  nineteen  driver-attendants  was  approved  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

The  work  of  the  County  Ambulance  Service  Workshops  at  e 
Wideopen  continued  to  prove  satisfactory.  As  was  expected  on 
the  introduction  of  this  scheme,  a  certain  number  of  the  vehicles  9 
brought  in  for  servicing  required  major  inspections  and  repair. 

During  the  year,  orders  for  three  large  type  dual  purpose  i 
ambulances  and  one  small  dual  purpose  ambulance  were  placed  i 
and  these  are  now  in  service. 

The  radio  equipment  purchased  almost  nine  years  ago  has  j 
now  become  due  for  replacement  and  this  has  coincided  with  a 
General  Post  Office  instruction  to  reduce  the  wave  bands  frequency  ■; 
from  50  k.c.  to  25  k.c.  In  the  autumn  six  firms  were  invited  to  carry 
out  surveys  of  the  County  area  with  both  A.M.  and  F.M.  radio 
telephone  equipment,  but  by  the  end  of  the  year  a  decision  had  « 
not  been  reached. 


In  the  National  Safe  Driving  Competition  for  1962,  the  follow-  \ 
ing  81  safe  driving  awards,  out  of  a  total  of  92  staff  entered,  were 
gained  by  personnel  : — 


15  year  Brooch  ....  . .  . .  i 

II — 14  year  Oak  Leaf  Bars  . .  . .  10 

10  year  Medal  . .  . .  . .  . .  i 

6 — 9  year  Bars  . .  . .  . .  . .  31 

5  year  Medals  .  .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Diplomas  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  35 

Detailed  statistics  are  given  in  Tables  Nos.  20  and  21. 

For  the  first  time  since  1957,  the  number  of  patients  decreased, 
but  following  improved  co-ordination  of  journeys,  there  was 
another  fall  in  mileage  and  the  miles  per  patient  ratio  improved 
as  shown  below  to  7.8. 


i960  1961  1962 

Journeys  . .  . .  52,484  53,323  53,438 

Patients  . .  . .  188,051  195,462  194,996 

Mileage  ..  ..  1,562,364  1,561,289  1,540,637 

Miles  per  patient  ratio.  8.3  8.0  7.8 


The  arrangements  with  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  and 
the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  agency  services  continued  and  a 
first  class  service  was  given  to  remoter  areas  of  the  County. 


-o 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE. 

The  decline  in  the  number  of  notifications  of  tuberculosis 
mentioned  last  year  did  not  continue  but  showed  a  slight  rise  from 
257  to  280  but  the  figure  is  still  the  second  lowest  total  ever  and 
can  be  compared  with  the  figure  30  years  ago  of  839.  Similarly, 
the  number  of  deaths  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  was  26  compared 
with  372  30  years  ago. 

The  social  worker  continued  to  give  assistance  at  the  hospital 
chest  clinics  and  did  much  after-care  work  with  all  types  of  sick 
people. 

Practical  after-care  in  the  shape  of  nursing  requisites  and 
appliances  was  given  on  free  loan  by  district  nurses  and  area 
health  offices,  and  in  addition,  periods  of  convalescence  were 
arranged  on  medical  recommendation.  A  total  of  81  persons  includ¬ 
ing  65  mothers  were  given  convalescent  holidays  during  the  year. 

Chest  Clinic  Service. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  chest  clinic  service  in  North¬ 
umberland  during  the  year.  The  work  of  prevention  continued  to 
progress  as  more  and  more  contacts  of  new  and  old  cases  were 
examined.  Routine  tuberculin  testing  of  child  contacts  was  carried 
out  at  the  clinics,  while  testing  and  vaccination  of  school  children 
came  into  the  work  of  the  school  medical  officers  and  details 
will  be  found  in  the  report  on  the  school  health  service. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination. 

The  number  of  persons  vaccinated  through  the  Authority’s 
approved  arrangements  under  Section  28  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act  during  1962,  was  as  follows  : — 


(a)  Contact  Scheme  (Circular  72/49). 

(i)  No.  skin  tested  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,196 

(ii)  No.  found  positive  .  .  .  .  175 

(hi)  No.  found  negative  .  .  .  ,  1,018 

(iv)  No.  vaccinated  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,175 

(b)  School  Children  Scheme  (Circulars  22/53,  7/59  and  6/61) 

(i)  No.  skin  tested  .  .  .  .  .  .  8,848 

(ii)  No.  found  positive  .  .  .  .  799 

( hi)  No.  found  negative  .  .  .  .  7,446 

(iv)  No.  vaccinated  .  .  .  .  .  .  5,580 

(c)  Students  Attending  Further  Education  Establishments 

(Circular  7/59) 

(i)  No.  skin  tested  .  .  .  .  .  .  16 

(ii)  No.  found  positive  .  .  .  .  3 

(hi)  No.  found  negative  .  .  .  .  13 

(iv)  No.  vaccinated  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 

Total  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  in 

1962  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6,768 

Total  number  of  persons  vaccin¬ 
ated  since  beginning  of  Scheme.  40,160 
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Mass  Miniature  Radiography. 

The  Regional  Hospital  Board  have  two  mobile  units  which 
spend  their  time  touring  factories  and  villages  on  either  side  of 
the  river  Tyne. 

Unit  I A  based  on  Newcastle  General  Hospital  visited  ii  indust¬ 
rial  establishments  and  in  addition  general  public  sessions  were 
held  at  Corbridge,  Gosforth,  Remington,  Longbenton,  Prudhoe, 
Riding  Mill,  Wideopen  and  Wylam.  A  visit  was  also  paid  to 
Prudhoe  Hospital  and  there  i,i2i  patients  and  staff  were  x-rayed. 

In  all  6,563  persons  were  x-rayed  and  8  active  cases  of  tuberc¬ 
ulosis  were  discovered. 

Unit  No.  2  and  its  light  weight  caravan  unit  spent  a  consider¬ 
able  part  of  the  year  in  the  county  and  as  a  result  13  cases  of 
tuberculosis  were  notified.  A  total  of  16,239  persons  were  x-rayed 
by  this  unit  and  full  details  of  the  work  of  the  two  units  will  be 
found  in  Table  13. 


Occupational  Therapy. 

It  was  reported  last  year  that  the  three  occupational  therapists 
had  resigned  by  the  end  of  the  year  and  as  the  work  had  become 
more  diversional  therapy,  rather  than  true  occupational  therapy, 
it  was  decided  to  appoint  a  number  of  handcraft  instructors  to 
hold  classes  in  different  places  and  also  to  visit  the  homes  of  the 
physically  handicapped  to  give  them  instruction.  This  is  mentioned 
in  the  section  on  the  welfare  of  handicapped  persons  at  the  end 
of  this  report  and  the  progress  made  by  the  newly  appointed  ladies 
during  the  year  was  very  satisfactory. 

Further  expansion  of  the  service  is  planned  in  the  immediate 
future  and  a  fuller  report  will  be  given  next  year. 


Prevention  of  Break-up  of  Families. 

The  co-ordinating  committees  under  the  able  guidance  of  the 
area  executive  medical  officers  continued  their  work  during  the 
year,  and  the  efforts  of  health  visitors,  child  care  officers,  probation 
officers,  education  welfare  officers  and  others  prevented  the  break¬ 
up  of  many  families. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  on  the  central  register  144 
families  regarded  by  the  area  co-ordinating  committees  as  “  prob¬ 
lem  families  ”  14  families  having  been  added  during  the  year  and 
13  families  removed.  Of  the  latter,  8  families  were  removed  because 
the  co-ordinating  committees  considered  that  they  were  sufficiently 
improved  to  warrant  this  and  5  families  left  the  county. 
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The  special  work  of  the  Family  Care  Sub-Committee  within 
this  field  was  continued,  but  difficulties  with  staff  were  once  more 
experienced  and,  in  an  attempt  to  improve  the  position,  the 
establishment  of  family  caseworkers  was  increased  from  3  to  4  dur¬ 
ing  the  year.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  two  female  family  case¬ 
workers  were  employed.  In  July  two  male  family  caseworkers  were 
appointed.  One  of  the  female  family  caseworkers  terminated  her 
appointment  at  the  end  of  July  and  the  other  at  the  end  of  Nov¬ 
ember.  The  appointment  of  one  of  the  male  family  caseworkers 
was  terminated  in  November  with  the  result  that  by  the  end  of 
the  year  only  one  male  family  caseworker  was  operating  the 
service. 

The  County  Council  continued  the  arrangement  during  the 
year  for  the  utilisation  of  40%  of  the  time  of  the  social  worker 
employed  by  the  Northumberland  and  Tyneside  Council  of  Social 
Service.  The  total  number  of  cases  which  had  been  referred  to  this 
social  worker  from  various  sources  or  which  had  applied  for  help 
was  156,  including  17  old  cases  which  had  been  re-opened. 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  undertaken  during  the 
year  by  the  County  CounciFs  family  caseworkers  : — 


(1)  Number  of  families  helped.  .  ..  ..  ..  31 

(2)  Number  of  families  in  which  care  was  commenced  13 

(3)  Number  of  families  in  which  care  was  recom¬ 

menced  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  .  ■  6 

(4)  Number  of  families  in  which  care  was  discontinued  1 7 

(5)  Number  of  children  in  families  in  (i)  .  .  .  .  149 

(6)  Number  of  children  taken  into  care  by  Children’s 

Department  out  of  (5)  .  .  .  •  .  .  .  .  4 

(7)  Highest  and  lowest  number  of  families  in  care  at 

any  one  time  .  .  .  .  •  •  •  ■  •  •  22 

13 


Of  the  families  in  which  care  was  discontinued,  five  were 
sufficiently  improved  to  warrant  this,  two  broke  up,  two  left  the 
county,  no  further  improvement  was  likely  from  continued  visiting 
in  three  cases  and  in  hve  families  there  were  temporary  difficulties 
but  they  were  not  suitable  for  continued  casework.  The  children 
taken  into  care  by  the  Children’s  Department  were  from  two 
families  :  in  one  case  a  child  was  taken  into  care  because  th^ 
family  broke  up  and  in  the  other  case  three  children  were  taken 
into  care  because  the  mother  was  undergoing  psychiatric  treatment. 

Work  with  these  families  continued  along  well  established 
lines.  Some  families  improved  while  others  showed  no  improvement 
and  a  few  deteriorated.  Families  with  psychiatric  problems  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  referred. 

No  arrangements  were  made  during  the  year  for  rehabilitation, 
but  members  of  one  family  were  once  more  guests  of  Brentv/ood 
Recuperative  Centre  in  Cheshire  for  a  fortnight  s  holiday. 
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The  Chronicle  Sunshine  Fund  provided  food  vouchers  for 
three  families  at  Christmas. 

The  Chairm^an  of  the  Family  Care  Sub-Committee  kindl}/ 
arranged  a  day’s  outing  for  some  of  the  families  in  the  summer  and 
a  Christmas  party  for  about  50  children. 

Prevention  of  Venereal  Diseases. 

Contact  Tracing. 

The  total  number  of  contacts  sought  within  the  area  was  43, 
10  of  whom  were  men.  24  Female  contacts  named  were  identified, 
six  by  contact  tracers  and  18  by  patients  themselves. 

21  Female  contacts  were  examined  —  the  results  were  as 
follows  : — 

Syphilis  .  .  .  .  i 

Gonorrhoea  .  .  13 

Non- venereal  . .  7 

Of  the  ten  men,  four  were  identified  and  examined  —  two 
were  diagnosed  Gonorrhoea  and  two  were  not  suffering  from 
venereal  disease. 


Visiting. 

As  well  as  visits  to  contacts,  health  visitors  paid  173  visits  to 
other  patients  mainly  defaulters  from  treatment.  Eight  patients 
were  escorted  to  the  clinic  in  an  effort  to  promote  regular  attend¬ 
ance. 

Ante-Natal  Serological  Tests. 

There  were  4,389  serological  specimens  submitted  from  the 
department’s  clinics  for  examination  during  the  year. 

Fourteen  cases  of  maternal  syphilis  underwent  treatment  at 
the  clinic  prior  to  delivery  and  of  the  babies  subsequently  tested, 
II  were  found  to  be  healthy  and  three  had  not  been  tested  by  the 
end  of  the  year. 


Chiropody. 

The  Council  provides  directly  or  in  co-operation  with  voluntary 
organisations  a  service  which  is  available  initially  for  the  elderly, 
the  physically  handicapped  and  for  expectant  mothers,  but  which 
may  be  developed,  if  necessary,  to  meet  the  needs  of  other  classes 
of  persons  and  of  those  members  of  the  community/  who  are  unable 
to  make  their  own  arrangements. 

During  the  year,  increased  financial  assistance  was  given  to  32 
voluntary  committees  who  were  organising  approved  schemes  for 
the  elderly.  In  all,  2,926  patients  received  11,713  treatments  in  this 
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way  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  without  the  help  of  these  local 
services  it  would  not  have  been  possible  to  meet  the  increasing 
demand. 

As  it  was,  great  difficulty  was  experienced  by  the  Council  in 
recruiting  suitably  qualified  chiropodists  for  full-time  employment. 
At  the  beginning  of  year,  two  County  chiropodists  were  employed, 
one  of  whom  resigned  in  October  and,  since  then,  it  has  not  been 
possible  either  to  fill  this  vacancy  or  to  make  the  third  appoint¬ 
ment  which  was  authorised.  Fortunately,  several  chiropodists 
accepted  appointments  on  a  part-time  sessional  basis  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  permanent  staff  may  be  augmented  in  the  near 
future.  The  number  of  treatments  given  b}/  the  County  chiropodists 
increased  by  40%. 


48 


<V 

'■O 

s=; 

<v 

p. 

p* 

aj 

(n 

•  I— I 

u 

d 

<v 

a:) 

,P 

4-> 

bjO 

c 

•  r*H 

P 

4J 

P 

o 

^a> 

'C 

tH 

P 

o 

Pi 

o 


xJ 

u 

o 

o 

O) 

i-H 

< 


o 

H 


s 

> 

•  »^ 

O 


a 

<v 

a 

a 

0) 

M 

H 

o 

u 

CD 

a 

3 


'O  . 

ci^ 

oJ 

o  _ 
■  ^ 

C2 

iS^* 

a:<"^ 


t/) 

'S 

o 


u 

<D 

2 

w 


X 

W  b 

tr-l 


T3,  • 

Dh 

ft 

03 

O  ~ 

o3  M 


c3 

»^ 

33 

o 

a 

o 

Q 


pLl 


0) 

T3 

w 


p. 


>< 

wo 


o 

in 


CO 


o 

in 


00  ^ 

o 

O  VO 
04 


04  C\ 
VO  VO 
Tl-  VO 


lo 

a\ 

lO 


CO 


CO 

ID 

00 


in 

in 

o\ 


VO  CO 
VO  00 

Tf 


m 


U  l/>  rri 
a  o  ^  (p 

5  ^ 

wH 


o  « 
ftp 
o  > 

u  l-l 

•I-*  ^ 

33(^3 

O 


o\ 

C\ 

in 


lO 

<M 

as 

<M 


tfl 

H  >< 

^ 

H  Q  ^  S 

9  z  ^ 

>3  Oi  g  > 

O  o  R  « 
o « a  W 


CO 

in 


o 

in 


00 

VO 

Ov 


CO 

t-H 

04 


in 

Cv 

in 


CO 


00 

o 

00 

CO 


Ov 

T^ 

a\ 


in 


in 

04 

in 


< 

H 

O 

H 


4Q 

Health  Education. 

In  April  the  Ministry  of  Health  issued  a  circular  regarding 
co-operation  with  voluntary  organisations  and  suggested  spheres 
of  interest  where  greater  use  might  well  be  made  of  their  services. 
It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  in  health  education  and  publicity  the 
department  has  worked  very  closely  with  the  many  different 
voluntary  organisations. 

Three  hundred  and  twenty  five  talks  and  one  hundred  and 
sixty  film  shows  on  a  wide  variety  of  health  topics  were  arranged 
during  the  year. 

The  growth  in  the  demand  for  talks  and  film  shows  may  seem 
a  little  surprising  in  view  of  the  impact  television  appears  to  have 
had  on  our  lives  but  it  does  seem  to  reflect  a  wider  desire  to  learn 
more  about  health  than  existed  a  few  years  ago.  Evidence  of  this 
wish  to  know  more  about  health  may  be  taken  from  the  fact  that 
out  of  one  audience  of  forty  viewing  the  film  To  Janet  a  Son  ” 
seventeen  were  men. 

A  new  film  dealing  with  resuscitation  entitled  “  The  Mouth 
to  Mouth  Method  ”  has  been  purchased  and  this  film  proved  to 
be  most  useful  for  youth  and  other  organisations  and  aroused  a 
great  deal  of  discussion. 

Arrangements  were  made  during  the  year  to  co-ordinate  the 
work  carried  out  in  the  schools  and  in  the  clinics  in  connection 
with  smoking  and  lung  cancer.  Posters  were  displayed  in  all  clinics 
and  were  distributed  to  the  family  doctors  in  the  county  who 
showed  them  in  their  surgeries.  Talks  on  the  risks  of  smoking  were 
given  in  a  number  of  schools,  and  arrangements  were  made  for 
Dr.  Deegan  one  of  the  doctors  on  the  staff  of  the  department  to 
devote  a  special  part  of  his  time  to  this.  Talks  were  given  to 
different  age  groups  in  an  attempt  to  assess  the  best  method  of 
approach  in  schools  and  thought  is  still  being  given  to  this. 

The  most  popular  health  topic  during  1962  apart  from  ante¬ 
natal  health  education  was  ''  Accidents  in  the  Home  ”  and  advant¬ 
age  was  taken  of  the  increased  interest  in  this  subject.  A  copy  of 
the  cartoon  film  “  How  to  have  an  Accident  in  the  Home  ”  which 
was  purchased  during  the  year  was  most  helpful  in  putting  over 
the  important  features  of  home  safety. 

Three  members  of  the  staff  attended  the  annual  summer 
school  arranged  by  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education. 
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HOME  HELP  SERVICE. 

There  was  a  further  increase  in  the  use  of  this  service  and  this 
occurred  almost  entirely  in  help  given  to  old  people.  3,354  Old 
persons  had  the  services  of  a  home  help  some  time  during  the  year 
and  the  great  majority  of  these  had  help  throughout  the  year. 

Because  of  this  the  Department  employed  895  home  helps 
compared  with  865  last  year.  This  increase  was  partly  due  to  the 
demand  in  the  country  districts  where  the  use  of  good  neighbours 
has  been  of  such  benefit  during  the  years  and  without  whom  the 
service  could  not  have  been  so  successful.  The  day  to  day  working 
of  the  service  continued  to  be  very  successfully  carried  out  by  the 
staff  of  the  area  health  offices.  The  details  of  the  service  are  given 
in  Tables  on  Pages  Nos.  103  and  104. 

Each  area  arranged  a  meeting  of  home  helps  with  a  talk  or 
demonstration  of  some  interest  and  this  enabled  the  staff  to 
meet  each  other  and  to  discuss  problems. 
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MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

Administration. 

There  are  nine  mental  welfare  officers,  working  from  six 
district  offices,  dealing  with  mentally  disordered  persons  under  the 
Mental  Health  Act,  1959.  These  officers  also  perform  social  welfare 
duties  under  Part  III  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  on  behalf  of 
the  County  Welfare  Department.  The  service  is  supervised  by  a 
senior  mental  welfare  officer. 

The  staff  of  the  training  centres  consists  of  five  qualified 
supervisors  and  two  qualified  assistants,  with  twelve  unqualified 
assistants,  two  trainee  assistants  and  three  handcraft  instructors. 

There  are  two  qualified  home  teachers  who  hold  the  diploma 
of  the  National  Association  for  Mental  Health.  Both  undertake 
teaching  in  the  homes  of  severely  subnormal  persons  residing  in 
the  rural  areas  of  the  north  and  west  of  the  county. 

Training  of  Staff. 

One  mental  welfare  officer  attended  an  induction  course  at 
Harrogate  for  newly  recruited  mental  welfare  officers  and  three 
officers  attended  the  annual  refresher  course  for  mental  health 
workers  at  Leeds.  Both  of  these  courses  were  arranged  by  the 
National  Association  for  Mental  Health. 

A  week’s  refresher  course  for  staff  of  training  centres  organised 
by  the  National  Association  for  Mental  Health  was  held  at  Birming¬ 
ham  and  three  members  of  the  county  training  centres  staff 
attended. 

An  unqualified  assistant  supervisor  was  given  leave  of  absence 
to  attend  the  diploma  course  for  teachers  of  the  mentally  handi¬ 
capped. 

All  members  of  the  staff  of  training  centres  attended  a  Regional 
Study  Day  Conference  in  Newcastle  which  was  arranged  by  a 
neighbouring  local  health  authority.  This  included  lectures,  discuss¬ 
ions  and  films  on  mental  subnormals  in  training  centres,  and  was 
so  successful  that  it  was  decided  to  have  a  similar  Study  Day  in 
1963. 

Co-ordination  with  Hospital  Authorities. 

Co-operation  with  psychiatric  hospitals  in  the  County  is 
excellent  and  much  benefit  is  derived  by  the  mental  health  staff 
from  the  help  and  advice  given  by  the  specialist  medical  staff  and 
social  workers  of  these  hospitals. 

Work  Undertaken  in  the  Community. 

The  arrangement  for  mental  welfare  officers  to  assist  the 
psychiatric  hospitals  with  the  community  care  of  patients  on 
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discharge  continues,  and  the  volume  of  work  is  increasing.  By 
frequently  visiting  patients  in  hospital  the  mental  health  staff 
have  maintained  a  close  personal  contact  which  has  proved  benefici¬ 
al  in  the  community  care  service. 

This  was  the  second  complete  year  of  the  working  of  the 
Mental  Health  Act,  and  it  brought  a  considerable  increase  in  the 
work  of  the  mental  welfare  officers.  The  number  of  cases  referred 
increased  to  659,  which  was  86  more  than  in  1961  and  180  more 
than  in  i960.  These  659  cases,  comprised  579  mentally  ill,  4 
psychopathic  and  76  mentally  sub-normal  persons.  The  officers 
visited  patients  on  a  total  of  7,306  occasions,  and  this  total  must 
be  compared  with  6,567  in  1961  and  6,145  in  i960  :  this  is  nearly  a 
20%  increase  in  two  years.  Although  there  was  an  appreciable 
increase  in  the  number  of  visits  to  old  people  in  connection  with 
admission  to  County  Council  homes,  the  greatest  increase  was  in 
the  visits  to  the  mentally  ill.  The  2,631  visits  to  these  patients  was 
an  increase  of  nearly  100%  in  two  years  over  the  figure  of  1,338 
for  i960.  This  growth  showed  the  increased  amount  of  work  the 
officers  are  doing  in  conjunction  with  the  mental  hospitals. 

The  work  of  the  mental  welfare  officers  in  connection  with  the 
statutory  procedure  for  admission  of  patients  to  mental  hospital 
decreased  in  the  first  year  of  the  Mental  Health  Act,  but  this 
decrease  was  not  maintained,  and  the  number  of  311  patients  dealt 
with  formally  was  51  more  than  the  year  before.  This  did  not 
represent  any  change  in  the  overall  trend  towards  informal  admis¬ 
sion  for  the  number  of  such  admissions  was  989  compared  with  843 
the  year  before.  Of  the  31 1  statutory  admissions,  253  were  under 
Sections  25  and  29,  and  148  of  these  patients  remained  informally 
after  their  period  of  observation.  Admission  for  compulsory  treat¬ 
ment  was  arranged  for  57  patients,  and  one  patient  was  admitted 
to  the  mental  hospital  by  order  of  the  court. 

During  the  year  59  patients  were  admitted  into  hospital  for 
mentally  subnormals,  57  being  dealt  with  informally  and  2  under 
court  orders.  There  were  53  mentally  subnormal  or  severely  sub¬ 
normal  persons  provided  with  short-term  care.  In  some  of  these 
cases  this  enabled  patients  to  remain  in  the  community,  at  the  same 
time  alleviating  the  burden  imposed  on  the  families  of  patients  on 
the  waiting  list  for  permanent  care. 

The  total  number  of  mentally  disordered  persons  under  com¬ 
munity  care  of  the  local  health  authority  is  shown  on  page  107,  and 
a  summary  of  the  work  performed  by  the  mental  welfare  officers 
is  shown  in  tables  24  and  25. 


Training  Centres. 

Progress  continues  to  be  maintained  in  the  training  facilities 
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for  254  mentally  subnormal  and  severely  subnormal  persons  in 
the  following  centres  : — 


Ashington 

Bedlingtoii 

Berwick 

Hexham 

Prudhoe 

Wallsend 


South  View,  Ashington. 

I  Beech  Grove,  Bediington. 

Palace  Street  East,  Berwick. 

Priory  Buildings,  Beaumont  Street,  Plexham. 
54  West  Road,  Prudhoe. 

Elton  Street  East,  Wallsend. 


Work  commenced  on  the  adaption  and  extension  of  Barndale 
House,  Alnwick,  for  use  as  a  Junior  Residential  and  Day  Training 
Centre  for  30  children,  of  whom  27  will  be  resident.  It  is  expected 
to  open  this  centre  in  the  autumn  of  1963. 


To  further  the  atmosphere  of  industrial  training  in  the  adult 
sections  of  some  of  the  centres  contract  work  has  been  obtained  for 
the  young  men  and  women  who  prefer  this  type  of  work  rather 
than  being  occupied  on  handicrafts.  The  profit  made  from  this 
work  is  paid  to  those  employed  on  the  project  according  to  their 
ability  and  effort. 


Mid-day  meals  have  continued  to  be  provided  by  the  School 
Meals  Service  at  the  charge  of  i/-  per  day  to  the  parents,  except 
in  cases  of  financial  hardship  when  free  meals  are  provided. 

Arrangements  continue,  whereby  medical  and  dental  examin¬ 
ations  are  carried  out  by  the  School  Medical  and  Dental  Staff. 

Transport  and  escorts  to  and  from  the  centres  are  provided 
for  the  trainees.  In  a  few  cases  where  the  pupils  do  not  live  within 
walking  distance  of  the  centres  and  public  transport  is  used, 
travelling  expenses  are  reimbursed. 

Various  local  organisations  and  individuals  have  donated 
gifts  to  the  training  centres  and  these  have  been  greatly  appreci¬ 
ated  by  both  pupils  and  staff. 

The  staff  of  Ashington  training  centre  arranged  and  accom¬ 
panied  forty  children  and  adults  for  a  week's  holiday  in  the  summer 
to  a  Holiday  Home  for  Youth  Clubs.  This  proved  an  excellent  holi¬ 
day  which  included  walking,  bathing,  climbing  and  a  day's  outing 
to  the  seaside.  The  cost  of  this  project  was  paid  by  the  respective 
parents,  but  in  cases  of  hardship,  of  those  who  could  not  pay,  the 
Farents/Teachers  Association  and  the  Ashington  Branch  of  the 
National  Association  for  Mentally  Handicapped  Children  gave 
financial  assistance. 


There  are  two  social  clubs  functioning  for  mentally  subnormal 
young  persons  and  these  have  proved  a  great  source  of  interest  and 
enjoyment  to  their  members  and  are  helping  them  to  develop  as 
fully  as  possible  through  social  activities  adapted  to  their  needs. 
These  clubs  are  held  fortnightly  in  training  centre  premises  and 
supervised  voluntarily  by  staffs  of  the  centres. 

There  are  also  two  voluntary  organisations  in  the  County 
which  have  formed  social  clubs  for  mentally  subnormal  persons. 
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The  Gosforth  and  District  Peter  Pan  Society  have  the  use  of 
a  School  Hall,  in  which  they  held  their  club  in  the  evening  once  a 
week,  and  this  had  an  average  attendance  of  20  mentally  sub¬ 
normal  young  men  and  women.  This  Society  ultimately  hopes  to 
purchase  a  suitable  building  of  its  own,  so  that  the  Club  can 
operate  more  regularly  and  in  time  to  have  a  creche. 

The  Whitley  Bay  and  District  Society  for  Mentally  Handi¬ 
capped  Children  have  their  own  premises  near  the  sea  front  at 
Whitley  Bay  and  after  alterations  and  adaptations  to  the  building, 
it  was  open  one  evening  a  week  as  a  social  centre  and  club  for  20 
mentally  subnormal  persons  of  all  age  groups.  The  County  Council 
made  a  financial  grant  to  the  Society  towards  the  cost  of  running 
their  club  and  also  presented  them  with  a  small  amount  of  furniture. 

The  work  and  efforts  of  these  Societies  is  greatly  appreciated 
and  their  clubs  play  an  important  role  in  the  social  and  recreational 
lives  of  the  mentally  subnormal. 
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NURSERIES  AND  CHILD  MINDERS’  REGULATION 

ACT,  1948. 

Under  the  provision  of  the  above  Act,  registration  may  be  of 
premises  in  which  case  the  institution  is  referred  to  as  a  day 
nursery,  or  children  may  be  received  for  care  into  the  home  of  the 
person  undergoing  registration,  in  which  case  the  person  is  regist¬ 
ered  as  a  daily  minder. 


Year. 

1962 

1961 

Nurseries  : — 

Registered  at  end  of  year 

4 

5 

Children  provided  for  .  . 

77 

80 

Daily  Minders  : — 

Registered  at  end  of  year 

26 

15 

Children  provided  for  .  . 

267 

165 

NURSING  HOMES. 

! 

I  There  was  no  change  in  the  number  of  nursing  homes  registered 
I  in  accordance  with  the  Public  Health  Act  1936.  A  combined  nursing 
;  home  and  rest  home  in  Hexham  and  two  maternity  homes  in 
Gosforth  were  inspected  and  continued  to  give  a  high  standard  of 
:  nursing  care. 


REGISTRATION  OF  HOMES  FOR  OLD  AND 
DISABLED  PERSONS. 

i 

\  A  total  of  23  private  homes  were  registered  under  Section  37 
I  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  1948  and  the  number  of  beds 
I  available  increased  from  234  to  275.  Regular  inspections  of  the 
i  homes  were  made  by  the  County  Welfare  Officer  and  by  a  member 
:  of  my  staff,  and  while  charges  and  conditions  varied  widely  bet¬ 
ween  homes  almost  all  gave  a  reasonable  amount  of  care  and 
'  attention  to  the  old  people  and  one  or  two  achieved  standards  as 
high  as  any  nursing  homes.  These  homes  are  situated  at  Whitley 
:  Bay  (15),  Gosforth  (2),  Hexham  {2),  Ponteland,  Corbridge,  Benton 
and  Heddon-on-the-Wall,  and  they  serve  a  very  useful  purpose 
'  in  supplementing  the  homes  provided  by  the  Council. 
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HOUSING. 


New  Houses. 

The  total  number  of  new  houses  built  in  the  County,  details 
of  which  will  be  found  in  Table  27,  was  approximately  the  same  as 
for  1961,  viz.,  3,138  as  compared  with  3,117.  The  number  of  council 
houses  provided  by  the  county  district  authorities  was  however 
less  than  the  recent  annual  average,  being  only  722,  and  when 
this  is  compared  with  the  total  number  of  houses  put  out  of  use 
it  will  be  seen  that  local  authorities,  whilst  coping  with  persons 
displaced  by  slum  clearance,  are  at  the  moment  doing  little  in  the 
way  of  building  for  general  housing  needs.  On  the  other  hand  private 
enterprise  added  during  the  year  a  further  1,815  houses  to  the 
county  total,  a  figure  slightly  less  than  for  1961  but  about  the 
average  for  the  past  few  years.  The  remainder  of  the  new  building 
is  accounted  for  by  588  dwellings  erected  by  Newcastle  Corporation 
within  the  administrative  county,  in  the  Longbenton  and  Castle 
Ward  Districts.  Since  the  war  some  6,000  families  from  the  City 
have  been  so  rehoused  in  Northumberland. 


Slum  Clearance. 

Following  the  burst  of  activity  reported  last  year  with  over 
1,000  houses  discontinued  as  dwellings,  1962  has  shown  a  more 
normal  figure  of  71 1,  of  which  531  were  formally  dealt  with  under 
Housing  Acts  procedure.  Further  details  will  be  found  in  Table 
28.  Particular  attention  might  be  drawn  to  the  Prudhoe  Urban 
District  Council,  where  220  unfit  houses  were  dealt  with  during 
the  year.  This  authority,  for  its  size,  has  an  impressive  record  of 
housing  activity,  as  a  result  of  which  the  number  of  council  houses 
in  its  area  is  now  more  than  50%  of  the  total  dwellings,  the  highest 
proportion  in  the  County. 


Improvement  Grants. 

These  grants,  details  of  which  will  be  found  in  Table  29  are  of 
two  kinds  :  discretionary  grants  ”  for  complete  reconditioning 

of  dwelling  houses,  and  “  standard  grants  available  as  of  right 
to  any  property  owner  for  the  installation  of  such  amenities  as 
bath,  hot  water  supply,  and  inside  water  closet. 

There  has  been  a  slackening  of  activity  during  the  year  in 
respect  of  discretionary  grants,  the  total  of  598  being  the  lowest 
for  10  years.  Standard  grants,  with  257  houses  dealt  with,  were 
also  somewhat  less  than  last  year.  There  is  no  indication  from  the 
figures  supplied  by  the  district  councils  as  to  what  proportion  of 
the  houses  involved  are  owner-occupied,  but  it  has  been  the 
general  experience  that  rented  property  has  not  benefited  from 
improvement  grants  to  the  extent  that  was  originally  hoped  for, 
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WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  most  noteworthy  event  during  the  year  was  the  official 
opening  on  25th  May  of  the  Coquet  Water  Board’s  new  river 
intake,  treatment  works  and  pumping  station  at  Warkworth. 
This  undertaking,  costing  £3^  million  has  been  a  joint  partnership 
between  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company,  Tyne¬ 
mouth  Corporation  Water  Department  and  the  County  Council,, 
and  has  an  initial  yield  of  10  million  gallons  per  day,  capable  of 
expanding  to  an  eventual  19  million  gallons  per  day.  The  works 
contain  certain  novel  features  including  a  fish  pass  with  an  electric¬ 
ally  operated  hoist  and  counting  device  for  migratory  fish  and 
provision  for  recirculating  water  from  the  estuary  through  the 
lower  reaches  of  the  river  below  the  works  at  times  of  maximum 
abstraction  periods  when  the  river  level  is  low.  By  the  date  of  the 
official  ceremony,  water  was  already  flowing  through  the  southern 
trunk  main  to  augment  the  supplies  of  the  Newcastle  and  Tyne¬ 
mouth  undertakings  who  are  now  assured  of  a  sufficient  supply 
for  all  foreseeable  requirements.  Progress  on  the  northern  trunk 
main  was  less  advanced  and  subject  to  some  delays,  but  by  June 
a  supply  became  available  to  Alnwick  Urban  District  who  thereupon 
discontinued  their  other  unsatisfactory  and  inadequate  sources, 
some  of  which  had  been  causing  anxiety  for  many  years.  By  the 
end  of  the  year  work  was  still  to  be  done  in  the  Alnwick  and 
Belford  Rural  Districts  on  distribution  mains  to  take  advantage  of 
this  new  bulk  supply. 

I 

A  few  reports  were  received  of  water  shortage  during  the  year 
;  mainly  from  rural  parishes  not  yet  served  by  one  of  the  principal 
I  sources  of  supply.  A  restriction  on  the  use  of  hose  pipes,  etc.  was 
;  however  in  force  in  Amble  Urban  District  for  a  short  period  during 
I  the  summer. 

I  The  process  of  regrouping  of  water  undertakings  in  accord- 
!  ance  with  Ministry  policy  was  brought  a  stage  further  by  the  taking 
I  over  on  agreed  terms  by  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water 
Company  of  the  supplies  to  the  rural  districts  of  Alnwick,  Belford, 

I  Rothbury  and  Nor  ham  and  Islandshires  on  ist  of  April,  and  to 
!  the  urban  districts  of  Alnwick  and  Amble  on  ist  October.  This 
I  left  the  Borough  of  Berwick  and  Glendale  R.D.C.  as  the  only 
i  independent  undertakings  in  the  County.  Both  authorities  having 
'  sources  not  connected  in  any  way  with  the  existing  water  company 
,  network,  and  not  likely  to  become  so  connected,  there  was  some 
local  opposition  to  the  idea  of  integration  into  the  larger  body. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  Glendale  were  still  in  negotiation,  but 
;  Berwick  Corporation  had  come  down  firmly  against  any  surrender 
of  their  autonomy.  As  a  result,  in  November  the  Minister  exercised 
!  his  powers  under  Section  9  (2)  of  the  Water  Act,  1945  to  force  a 
compulsory  take-over,  and  an  official  inquiry  into  the  Corporation’s 
objections  was  fixed  for  early  in  1963. 
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The  bacteriological  examination  of  water  is  undertaken  by 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  General  Hospital,  Newcastle 
upon  Tyne.  Copies  of  the  reports  on  water  samples  submitted  by 
authorities  in  the  administrative  county  were  received  in  the 
department  and  any  unsatisfactory  results  were  investigated.  One 
thousand  and  seventy  seven  samples  were  taken  during  the  year 
(as  compared  with  1,138  in  1961)  from  both  public  and  private 
supplies.  Six  hundred  and  fifty  were  highly  satisfactory  and  119 
satisfactory,  25  suspicious  and  283  unsatisfactory.  These  figures 
are  comparable  with  those  for  previous  years  except  that  the 
number  of  unsatisfactory  samples  is  somewhat  less.  This  number 
may  still  appear  high  but  is  accounted  for  mainly  by  special 
investigations  into  individual  private  sources  with  a  view  to  their 
improvement  or  their  abandonment  in  favour  of  newly-provided 
public  supplies. 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

Apart  from  Bedlington's  comprehensive  sewerage  project 
which  continued  to  make  progress,  there  was  no  major  work  in 
hand  in  the  County  during  the  year.  Steady  development  con¬ 
tinued,  however,  of  numerous  small  village  schemes,  and  amongst 
proposals  submitted  for  approval  but  not  yet  started,  it  was 
pleasing  to  see  a  joint  scheme  for  Hexham  Urban  and  Rural  Dist¬ 
ricts  for  the  town  and  some  of  the  surrounding  area.  Such  collabor¬ 
ation  between  districts  is  to  be  commended  and  in  this  case  proper 
arrangements  for  sewage  treatment  for  Hexham  were  long  overdue. 


RURAL  WATER  SUPPLIES  AND  SEWERAGE  ACTS, 

1944-55. 

Schemes  Submitted  for  Approval. 

The  following  schemes  were  submitted  during  the  year  for 
the  consideration  of  the  County  Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage 
Committee  under  the  above  Acts  : — 

i 

Alnwick  Rural  District.  .  .  Water  supply  scheme  for  Newburgh, 

Radcliffe.  10,000 

Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 
scheme  for  Togston  and  Adding¬ 
ton.  60,500 

Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 

scheme  for  Rennington.  16,250 

Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 

scheme  for  Newton  on  the  Moor.  22,000 

Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 

scheme  for  Powburn.  23,000 


Castle  Ward  Rural  District. . 
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Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 
scheme  for  Stannington  Village, 
(amended  scheme  :  original  cost 
i:iD325). 

Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 
scheme  for  Ingoe. 

Sewerage  scheme  for  Medburn  (con¬ 
necting  to  Ponteland/Darras  Hall 
sewer) . 


Hexham  Urban  District 


Water  supply  scheme  for  Yarridge 
and  Lowgate  area. 


Hexham  Rural  District  .  .  Water  supply  scheme  for  Blanch - 

land  village  (by  Durham  County 
Water  Board). 

Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 
scheme  for  Chesterwood,  Haydon 
Bridge. 

Hexham  Urban  District  and  Sewage  disposal  scheme  for  Hexham 
and  Rural  District  .  .  Town,  Anick  and  Oakwood 

parishes. 


14,090 

6,817 

11,643 

7,155 

7,450 

3,797 

135,000 


Ministry  Inquiries  and  Investigations. 

Local  inquiries  and  investigations  into  the  following  proposed 
schemes  were  held  by  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
inspectors  : — 

(a)  An  investigation  at  Belford  on  the  30th  January  into  the  Belford 
Rural  District  Council’s  comprehensive  district  water  supply  scheme. 

^64,845). 

(b)  An  investigation  at  Alnwick  on  the  31st  January  into  the  Alnwick 
Rural  District  Council’s  comprehensive  district  water  supply  scheme. 
(;^625,ooo). 

(c)  An  investigation  on  the  13th  March  into  a  main  drainage  scheme  with 
new  sea  outfall  for  Newbiggin  by  the  Sea  Urban  District  (^90,000). 

(d)  An  investigation  at  Belford  on  the  4th  December  into  a  scheme  of 
improvement  for  the  existing  Belford  sewage  disposal  works. 

(7:6,940)- 

(e)  An  investigation  on  the  5th  December  at  Alnwick  into  the  Alnwick 
Rural  District  Council’s  proposals  for  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 
for  Embleton  village.  (£45,000). 

My  department  was  represented  on  these  occasions  and 
evidence  was  given  in  support  of  the  schemes. 

Work  in  Progress. 

The.  following  are  details  of  work  in  progress  in  the  county 
during  the  year  with  some  indication  of  the  stage  reached  by 
31st  December  : — 

District.  Scheme.  Progress. 

Bedlington  Urban  Bedlingtonshire  Main  Drainage 

Scheme  Phase  2.  66%  completed. 

Alnwick  Rural  Water  supply  scheme.  Sea  View, 

Newburgh.  9o%  completed. 
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Bellingham  Rural 
District 

Castle  Ward 

Rural  District 

Haltwhistle  Rural 
District 


Hexham  Rural 
District 

Morpeth  Rural 
District 


Sewerage  scheme,  Kirkwhelping- 
ton. 

Sewerage  scheme,  Medburn 
Sewerage  scheme,  Stannington 
Village 

Comprehensive  district  water 
supply  scheme  .  . 


55%  completed. 
io%  completed. 

io%  completed. 

Phase  I  completed 
Phases  2  and  3 
nearing  complet¬ 
ion. 


Sewerage  scheme,  Humshaugh  . .  90%  completed. 


Sewerage  scheme,  Ulgham  Village  70%  completed. 


Schemes  Completed  During  the  Year. 


District. 

Scheme. 

Month. 

Wallsend  Borough 

Coast  Road  sewer 

August. 

Alnwick  Rural 

District 

Sewerage  and  sev/age  disposal 
scheme,  Togston  and  Acklington 

December. 

Belford  Rural  District 

Sewerage  scheme,  Longhoughton 
(South  End) 

Sea  outfall  sewer,  Seahouses 

December. 

February. 

Bellingham  Rural 
District 

Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 
scheme,  Otterburn 

January. 

Castle  Ward 

Rural  District 

Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 
scheme,  Milbourne 

October. 

Glendale  Rural 

District 

Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 
scheme,  Crookham 

October. 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956. 

Smoke  control  areas  already  in  operation 

in  the  County 

comprise  two  in  Newburn  Urban  District  totalling  318  acres  of 
mainly  new  housing  development  which  will  eventually  include 
2,900  houses,  and  one  in  Wallsend  Borough  of  126  acres  and 
1,254  existing  houses.  During  the  year  confirmation  was  received 
of  a  second  area  in  Wallsend  of  146  acres  and  1,604  houses,  to 
come  into  operation  in  1963.  Blyth  and  Whitley  Bay  Boroughs 
await  confirmation  of  one  area  each,  but  otherwise  there  is  little 
progress  to  report.  Longbenton  U.D.C.  had  the  doubtful  distinction 
of  being  included  in  the  Ministry’s  list  of  black  area  ”  authorities 
which  have  so  far  taken  no  steps  towards  smoke  control. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  it  began  to  appear  that  there 
could  be  some  difficulty,  in  the  northern  region  at  least,  over 
future  supplies  of  suitable  fuel  for  domestic  use  as  smoke  control 
areas  expand.  It  is  obvious  that  the  Beaver  Committee’s  1954 
estimate  of  fifteen  years  as  the  time  required  to  deal  with  smoke 
in  urban  areas  is  not  going  to  apply  to  the  County  of  Northum¬ 
berland. 


6i 

I  MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

1 

I  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1960. 

Under  the  above  Regulations,  the  County  Council  as  the 
food  and  drugs  authority  for  the  whole  of  its  area  (except  the 
Borough  of  Wallsend)  has  the  duty  of  licensing  and  supervision 

I  of  all  dealers  in  designated  milk,  and  this  work  is  carried  out 
within  the  Health  Department,  together  with  supervision  of 
milk  treatment  plants,  specified  area  enforcement,  etc. 


Dealers’  Licences. 

There  was  little  change  during  the  year  in  the  number  of 
licences  in  force,  as  shown  in  the  accompanying  Table. 


At 

ist  January 
1962 

Additions 

During 

Year 

Deletions 

During 

Year 

At 

ist  January 
1963 

Licence  to  bottle  Tub¬ 
erculin  Tested  Milk 
(Form  B) 

20 

3 

2 

21 

Pasteuriser's  Licence 
(Form  C) 

Steriliser’s  Licence 
(Form  D) 

Dealer’s  Licence  for 

T.  T.,  Pasteurised 
Sterilised  Milk 
(Form  E) 

Dealer’s  Licence  for 
Sterilised  Milk  Only 
(Form  E) 

6 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

2 

289 

^3 

16 

295 

389 

17 

22 

384 

706 

43 

40 

709 

Most  of  the  alterations  were  accounted  for  by  changes  of 
ownership,  but  some  applications  were  noted  for  the  sale  of  milk 
in  new  shops  of  the  supermarket  or  self-service  type.  Whatever  the 
arguments  within  the  dairy  trade  as  to  the  relative  merits  of  shop 
sales  and  doorstep  delivery,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  conditions 
of  storage  and  display  in  these  new  stores  are  excellent  and  for 
that  reason  they  are  worthy  of  encouragement.  Apart  from  the 
purely  administrative  work  of  issuing  licences,  regular  inspections 
of  dealers’  premises  are  required  and  samples  of  milk  are  taken 
for  examination  by  the  statutory  tests  laid  down  in  the  Special 
Designation  Regulations.  This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  County 
Health  Inspector  and  during  the  year  373  visits  were  paid  to 
dealers  other  than  licensed  processors.  Only  in  a  few  isolated  cases 
were  any  contraventions  of  the  Regulations  found  and  these  were 
dealt  with  satisfactorily  by  warnings. 
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Producers’  Licences. 

These  continued  to  be  the  responsibility  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  Fisheries  and  Food  through  their  county  office,  to 
whom  I  am  indebted  for  the  figures  quoted  in  this  paragraph.  As 
a  result  of  the  Government  tuberculosis  eradication  policy  all 
herds  in  the  County  are  now  attested,  but  not  every  producer, 
because  of  shortcomings  in  buildings  or  methods  of  production, 
was  authorised  to  sell  his  milk  as  Tuberculin  Tested.  There  was 
again  a  decline  in  the  number  of  registered  milk  producers,  from 
940  to  894  by  the  end  of  the  year.  The  number  of  tuberculin  tested 
producers  was  761,  an  increase  of  3  over  last  year  and  amounting 
to  85.1%  of  the  total.  Of  these,  596  disposed  of  their  milk  by 
wholesale  only. 

Milk  Sampling  —  Statutory. 

During  the  year  the  policy  was  continued  of  organising  routine 
sampling  so  as  to  relate  the  frequency  of  sampling  to  the  volume 
of  business  carried  on  by  the  various  dealers,  to  avoid  as  far  as 
possible  duplication,  but  at  the  same  time  to  spread  the  work  over 
the  areas  of  the  various  County  districts.  Each  local  authority  is 
furnished  with  a  monthly  report  of  all  samples  taken  within  its 
area.  Greater  supervision  is  obviously  necessary  in  the  case  of 
raw  T.T.  milk.  On  the  other  hand,  since  the  statutory  test  for 
sterilised  milk  is  only  intended  to  indicate  efficiency  of  heat  treat¬ 
ment,  and  since  milk  which  complies  with  the  test  at  the  time  of 
production  will  not  subsequently  fail,  there  is  little  point  in  exten¬ 
sive  sampling  of  this  product  from  dealers’  shops. 

While  engaged  on  sampling  from  dealers  the  opportunity  has 
been  taken  where  possible  of  including  a  limited  number  of  samples 
from  producer-retailers  on  their  rounds,  principally  for  the  purpose 
of  biological  investigation,  but  such  samples  have  also  been  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  clot-on-boiling  test,  and  any  failures  obtained  re¬ 
ported  to  the  Milk  Officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  whose 
responsibility  they  are. 

The  results  of  the  year’s  sampling  activities  shown  in  the 
Table  below  do  not  differ  significantly  from  those  of  the  preceding 
year.  The  total  number  of  samples  1,395,  shows  a  slight  increase 
and  the  number  of  failures  is  slightly  less.  As  usual  the  incidence 
of  failures  is  greatest  in  respect  of  raw  milk.  It  is  a  sad  commentary 
on  the  summer  of  1962  that  no  tests  were  reported  as  ‘  void  ’ 
because  of  high  atmospheric  temperatures. 
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Passed. 

Failed. 

Void. 

Total. 

Ungraded  Milk — 

Clot -on -boiling  test — 
Producers’  samples  .  . 

2 

_ 

2 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 
Clot-on-boiling  test — 
Producers’  samples  .  . 

97 

5 

102 

Methylene  Blue  Test — 
Dealers’  samples 

109 

1 1 

— 

120 

T.  T  Pasteurised  Milk — 

Methylene  Blue  Test.  . 

155 

5 

— 

160 

Phosphatase  Test 

160 

— 

— ■ 

160 

Pasteurised  Milk — 

Methylene  Blue  Test .  . 

395 

2 

— ■ 

397 

Phosphatase  Test 

397 

— 

- - 

397 

Sterilised  Milk — 

Turbidity  Test 

57 

— 

— 

57 

1,372 

23 

— 

U395 

Milk  Sampling  —  Biological. 

Details  of  samples  submitted  for  biological  testing  for  tuberc¬ 
ulosis  and  brucella  abortus  infection  were  as  follows  :  — 

Number  of  Samples 


From  T.T.  Bottling  Dealers  . .  . .  . .  i6 

From  other  T.T.  Dealers  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  28 

School  Supplies  (Producer-Retailers)  . .  . .  40 

From  Other  Producer-Retailers  . .  . .  .  .  27 

Hospital  Farms  (On  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of 

health)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 
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This  is  somewhat  less  than  in  1961,  which  is  unfortunate,  as 
there  is  scope  for  much  more  work  in  this  direction,  particularly 
among  the  small  producer-retailers  in  the  country  districts. 

It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  once  again  no  evidence 
of  tuberculous  milk  was  found  during  the  year,  but  6  cases  of 
abortus  infection  came  to  light,  4  from  county  samples  and  2 
reported  by  adjoining  authorities  following  samples  taken  in  their 
areas.  The  investigation  of  these  cases  took  up  a  considerable 
amount  of  time  and  although  a  standard  procedure  has  now  been 
evolved  between  this  department  and  the  local  public  health 
laboratory,  this  must  always  be  a  time-consuming  business.  In 
one  case  all  the  milk  sold  off  the  farm  was  for  heat  treatment  and 
so  no  action  was  taken  beyond  warning  the  farmer  and  his  family 
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of  the  danger  of  consuming  this  milk  untreated.  In  4  other  cases 
it  was  possible  by  further  sampling  at  the  farm  to  identify  the 
infected  cows  and  arrange  for  their  milk  to  be  sent  for  pasteuris¬ 
ation.  This  action  was  taken  in  each  case  in  consultation  with  the 
local  medical  officer  of  health  and  the  formal  procedure  under  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  was  not  found  necessary,  all  the 
producers  being  most  co-operative.  In  the  remaining  case,  further 
sampling  failed  to  produce  the  offending  cow  and  it  was  concluded 
that  an  animal  with  a  suspicious  history  sold  between  the  date  of 
sampling  a,nd  the  report  was  the  original  cause  of  the  infection. 

As  a  matter  of  interest,  one  of  the  supplies  affected  was  to  a 
school  and  another  to  a  county  Institution,  but  as  far  as  is  known 
no  cases  of  ill  health  appear  to  have  arisen  as  a  result.  This  does 
show,  however,  that  when  as  in  these  cases  of  isolated  country 
establishments,  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  a  supply  of  pasteurised 
milk,  regular  supervision  and  sampling  is  most  necessary. 


Pasteurising  Plants. 

The  number  of  licensed  pasteurising  plants  in  the  County 
remained  at  6,  with  daily  throughputs  varying  from  1,000  to 
9,000  gallons.  All  the  plants  are  of  modern  design  and  operate  on 
the  H.T.S.T.  system,  the  total  quantity  of  milk  treated  being  about 
27,000  gallons  per  day.  Four  of  the  firms  were  also  licensed  to  bottle 
‘  Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)’  milk  and  their  sales  under  this 
designation  were  about  a  quarter  of  the  total. 

The  dairies  concerned  were  regularly  inspected  by  the  County 
Health  Inspector  and  samples  of  treated  milk  were  taken  for 
methylene  blue  and  phosphatase  tests.  Washed  bottles  were  also 
taken  from  time  to  time  for  bacteriological  examination. 

Number  of  inspections  made  . .  . .  166 

Number  of  samples  taken  at  dairies  . .  222 

The  pasteurising  plants  were  maintained  in  a  satisfactory 
condition,  such  minor  defects  as  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
dairy  managers  being  quickly  dealt  with.  Of  149  washed  bottles 
examined  from  the  plants,  only  14  failed  to  reach  the  standard  of 
bacteriological  cleanliness  recommended  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service.  Although  this  bacteriological  standard  is 
purely  an  advisory  one  and  not  a  basis  for  statutory  action,  it  is 
usually  found  that  processing  dairies  do  co-operate  in  trying  to 
maintain  a  good  record  of  efficiency  of  their  bottle  washing  process. 
The  problem  of  the  occasional  visibly  dirty  bottle,  incapable  of 
being  cleansed  by  the  normal  washing  process,  being  filled  and 
sent  out  without  being  detected  by  the  dairy  staff,  continues  to 
give  concern.  The  number  of  such  incidents  in  proportion  to  the 
total  number  of  bottles  handled  is  infinitesimal,  but  each  case  is 
none  the  less  serious  when  it  occurs.  Reference  is  made  elsewhere 
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to  a  prosecution  in  respect  of  a  school  milk  bottle,  and  a  few  other 
cases  came  to  the  notice  of  the  department  which  were  dealt  with 
b}/  warnings  to  management  and  staff.  There  is  known  to  be  some 
concern  in  the  dairy  trade  about  this  matter  and  there  is  apparently 
no  method  of  inspection  which  is  completely  fool-proof  having 
regard  to  the  present  speed  of  bottle  filling  machinery.  Much  of  the 
trouble  would  be  obviated  if  all  consumers  would  rinse  and  return 
promptly  all  their  milk  bottles.  During  the  year  a  Joint  Committee 
in  the  North  East,  formed  by  dairymens’  organisations  and  the 
Association  of  Public  Health  Inspectors,  staged  a  Clean  Milk  Bottle 
Campaign  to  bring  this  subject  to  the  notice  of  the  public.  This 
department  lent  active  support  to  the  Campaign,  of  which  the 
County  Health  Inspector  acted  as  one  of  the  organising  committee. 
Some  good  may  have  resulted  but  it  appears  that  the  problem  will 
not  be  solved  by  such  means  alone. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  another  development  bound  up 
with  the  question  of  bottle  losses  was  an  agreement  by  the  local 
bottling  dairies  not  to  supply  milk  for  sale  in  shops  in  Newcastle 
and  its  immediate  suburbs  otherwise  than  in  cartons  (and  at  the 
appropriate  price  for  milk  so  packed).  This  is  a  trend  which  appears 
likely  to  spread  into  other  areas  of  the  County. 

Attention  continued  to  be  given  to  the  condition  of  churns 
used  by  the  pasteurising  dairies  for  farm  milk  collection  and  some 
improvement  was  noted  over  the  previous  year’s  findings. 


Sterilising  Plants. 

The  two  plants  licensed  for  milk  sterilisation  continued  in 
operation  during  the  year  and  gave  satisfactory  results.  One  of 
these  consists  of  the  conventional  oven  batch  treatment,  the  other 
being  an  ultra  high  temperature  plant  working  in  conjunction  with 
a  continuous  in-bottle  steriliser.  Fifty  six  visits  of  inspection  were 
mxade  to  the  premises  and  55  samples  taken  at  the  dairies  all  satis¬ 
fied  the  turbidity  test.  In  view  of  the  limited  value  of  this  statutory 
test,  occasional  samples  were  also  submitted  for  plate  count  and 
all  showed  that  a  good  standard  was  being  maintained. 

Specified  Area. 

As  from  25th  July,  1962,  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  is 
now  a  ‘  specified  area  ’  within  which  the  sale  of  milk  not  subject  to 
one  of  the  special  designations,  i.e.  '  Tuberculin  Tested  ’,  ‘  Pasteur¬ 
ised  ’  or  ‘  Sterilised,’  is  illegal.  This  has,  of  course,  applied  to  the 
County  of  Northumberland  since  April,  i960,  and  enforcement  is 
a  matter  for  the  County  Council  as  the  food  and  drugs  authority. 
No  serious  irregularities  were  discovered  during  the  year,  and 
minor  technical  offences  in  respect  of  bottle  caps  or  cartons  were 
satisfactorily  dealt  with. 
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Provision  is,  of  course,  made  as  a  last  resort  for  the  issue  by 
the  Ministry  of  a  ‘  consent  ’  to  a  retailer  to  dispense  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Order  where  there  is  no  possibility  either  of 
the  immediate  grant  of  T.T.  licence  or  an  alternative  supply  of 
milk,  and  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  7  such  '  consents  ’  were  in 
operation.  Two  of  the  producers  concerned  were  able  to  obtain 
T.T.  Licences  so  that  by  December  31st  the  number  remaining  was 
5.  The  amount  of  milk  covered  by  these  ‘  consents  ’  was  in  most 
cases  extremely  small. 

Milk  in  Schools  Scheme. 

As  the  three  yearly-period  for  school  milk  contracts  ended  on 
31st  March,  fresh  tenders  were  obtained,  but  little  change  resulted 
in  the  supply  arrangements.  As  usual,  highly  competitive  tendering 
was  experienced  in  the  urban  south-eastern  part  of  the  County, 
but  in  the  outlying  rural  areas  no  tenders  are  ever  received  and 
supply  becomes  a  matter  for  arrangement  with  approved  local 
retailers  or  T.T.  producers  and  in  some  cases  the  requirement  as 
to  supply  in  third-pint  bottles  has  to  be  waived  in  order  to  obtain 
milk  at  all. 

The  following  details  show  the  position  as  at  31st  December, 
1962. 


Grade  of  Milk. 

No.  of 

Percentage 

Percentage 

Schools. 

of  Schools. 

of  Pupils. 

Pasteurised 

332 

88.6 

98.00 

Tuberculin  Tested 

36 

9-7 

1.87 

No  fresh  milk  .  . 

7 

1-7 

•13 

375 

100.0 

100.00 

All  sources  of  supply  were  subject  to  prior  approval  by  the 
department  and  regular  samples  from  all  sources  were  taken  for 
examination,  particular  attention  being  paid  to  those  schools  re¬ 
ceiving  raw  milk,  in  which  cases  routine  biological  testing  for  both 
tubercle  and  brucella  infection  was  also  carried  out.  The  accompany¬ 
ing  Table  shows  the  results  obtained  during  1962. 


Tuberculin  Tested 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

Passed. 

I 

Failed. 

Total 

I 

Clot-on-Boiling  Test 

51 

3 

54 

Pasteurised 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

118 

_ 

118 

Phosphatase  Test 

118 

— 

118 

One  sample  was  reported  positive  for  brucella  abortus  infect¬ 
ion  and  immediate  action  was  taken  at  the  farm  to  locate  the 
offending  cows.  It  was  possible  to  arrange  for  the  milk  from  the 
two  animals  responsible  to  be  heat-treated  and  kept  separate  from 
all  other  milk  sold  raw,  and  so  the  supply  to  the  school  was  not 
interfered  with.  In  this  case  an  alternative  would  have  been 
difficult  if  not  impossible  owing  to  the  isolated  situation. 
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A  complaint  was  made  by  one  head  teacher  to  the  health 
department  of  his  local  district  council  of  milk  supplied  in  an 
imperfectly  cleansed  bottle  and  as  a  result  the  dairy  concerned 
was  prosecuted  and  a  fine  of  £2  and  costs  imposed.  Following  this 
incident  the  arrangements  for  collection  and  return  of  school 
milk  bottles  by  retailers  in  this  particular  area  were  reviewed. 
Otherwise  only  a  few  minor  complaints  had  to  be  investigated 
during  the  year. 

The  number  of  children  availing  themselves  of  the  service 
under  the  scheme  on  a  selected  day  in  October  was  86.4%,  rep¬ 
resenting  a  very  slight  increase  over  last  year’s  figure. 

ICE  CREAM. 

Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1959. 

The  number  of  samples  of  ice  cream  submitted  by  district 
councils  for  examination  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 
during  1962  was  256,  the  lowest  annual  total  since  sampling  began 
in  1949.  A  partial  explanation  may  be  found  in  the  disappointing 
summer  season.  For  the  Methylene  Blue  Grading  Test  the  Ministry 
suggest  that  taken  over  a  period,  50%  should  reach  Grade  I  and 
80%  Grades  I  and  II  combined.  The  actual  figures  for  the  County 
for  1962  were  84%  and  89.5%  respectively.  The  most  unsatis¬ 
factory  samples,  those  in  Grade  IV,  represented  only  4.6%  of  the 
total.  Details  of  the  results  will  be  found  in  Table  30  from  which  it 
will  be  seen  that  ii  districts  did  not  sample  at  all  during  the  year. 
The  figures  show  that  a  very  satisfactory  standard  was  being 
maintained.  It  was  also  of  interest  to  find  that  in  addition,  8 
samples  of  Ice  Lollies  were  submitted  for  examination  by  the 
Presumptive  Coliform  test,  similar  to  that  applied  to  drinking 
water,  and  all  were  highly  satisfactory. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955. 

(Mr.  C.  L.  Arlidge). 

During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1962,  the  County 
Sampling  Officers  procured  a  total  of  3,415  samples  under  the 


provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 

1955,  the 

Preservative 

Regulations  and  the  Labelling  of  Food  Order,  1953. 
The  articles  may  be  summarised  as  follows  : — 

Article. 

Baking  Powder 

No.  Taken. 

4 

Beer 

•  •  •  • 

4 

B.P.  Official  Preparations  and  Household  Medicaments 

63 

Bread 

10 

Bread  and  Butter .  . 

•  #  •  » 

3 

Butter  and  Margarine 

34 

Cake  and  Pudding  Mixtures 

48 

Canned  Fruit  and  Vegetables 

45 

Cereals 

•  •  »  • 

22 

Cheese  and  Cheese  Spread 

13 

Christmas  Puddings 

4 

Coffee  and  Coffee  and  Chicory  Essence .  . 

22 

Condensed  Milk  .  . 

8 

Condiments,  Sauces,  Flavourings,  Pickles,  etc. 

113 

Cream 

17 

Custard  Powder  .  . 

5 

Desiccated  Coconut 

I 

Dried  Fruit 

2 

Fish  and  Fish  Cakes 

19 

Flour 

5 

Flour  Confectionery 

22 

Fresh  Cream  Cakes 

5 

Fresh  Fruit  and  Vegetables 

46 

Glace  Cherries 

3 

Ground  Almonds  . . 

7 

Ice  Cream  .  . 

32 

Jam,  Marmalade,  Syrup,  etc. 

67 

Juices 

35 

Lard,  Cooking  Fat,  etc.  .  . 

19 

Marzipan  . . 

8 

Meat  Pies  .  . 

86 

Meat  Products  (Open  and  tinned) 

131 

Milk 

2,160 

Milk  Powder 

8 

Mincemeat.  . 

6 

Mixed  Spices 

3 

Pastes  (Meat  and  Fish)  .  . 

12 

Sausages  (Beef,  Hot  Dog,  Frankfurter,  Pork,  Skinless). 

75 

Soft  Drinks 

•  «  0  • 

33 

Soups  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . . 

«  •  •  • 

16 

Spirits  (Gin,  Whisky,  Rum) 

39 

Sugar  and  Icing  Sugar  .  . 

8 

Sugar  Confectionery 

58 

Table  Jellies 

21 

Tea 

15 

Vinegar 

23 

Wines 

5 

Miscellaneous  (Unclassified  samples) 

30 

Total 

*  •  •  • 

3>4i5 
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Adulterated  or  Unsatisfactory  Samples. 


A  rticle. 

Rum  Flavoured  Sauce 

Bread  and  Butter 

Savormix 

Separated  Milk  and 
Vegetable  Fat 

Aromat  Flavouriser.  . 

Reindeer  Meatballs  in 
Brown  Gravy 

Chocolate  Sticks 

Cream  Rice  Milk  Pud¬ 
ding 

Steak  and  Kidney  .  . 
Grapefruit  Juice 

Milk  . . 

Silver  Lining  Powder 

Gold  Lining  Powder .  . 

Ground  White  Pepper 


Analyst's  Report. 

No  trace  of  flavouring  resemb¬ 
ling  Rum  could  be  found.  It 
would  appear  to  have  evapor-. 
ated. 

Bread  spread  with  Margarine . . 


List  of  ingredients  not  specific, 
as  it  contains  the  words  “as 
available.” 

Skimmed  Milk  Solids  incorrect¬ 
ly  declared 

Ingredients  incorrectly  declared 


Ingredients  specified  8o%  Rein¬ 
deer  Meat  and  io%  Beef. 
Analysis  showed  only  49% 
of  total  meat 

Ingredients  listed  in  wrong 
order. 

Ingredients  listed  in  wrong 
order  .  . 

Contained  20%  of  Cereal  and 
water  .  . 


Contained  20%  of  water 


Contained  50.6%  of  extraneous 
water  . . 


The  use  of  this  metallic  powder 
for  cake  decoration  even  in 
small  quantities  is  extremely 
undesirable. 

The  use  of  this  metallic  powder 
for  cake  decoration  even  in 
small  quantities  is  extremely 
undesirable. 

A  mixture  of  50%  White  Pep¬ 
per  and  50%  Black  Pepper. . 


Action  taken. 

Old  stock.  Remaind¬ 
er  destroyed. 


H.  &  F.  Bellerby, 
2  Newmarket,  Mor¬ 
peth.  were  fined  ■£/[. 

Production  now 
ceased.  Remaining 
stocks  withdrawn. 

Manufacturers  have 
agreed  to  amend 
their  labels. 

Manufacturers  have 
agreed  to  amend 
their  labels. 

Kavli  Ltd . ,  Kingsway, 
Team  Valley  Trading 
Estate,  Gateshead. 
Were  fined  £2.0. 
and  ;^i5  costs. 

Label  to  be  amended 


Revised  labels  al¬ 
ready  in  use  at 
time  of  enquiry. 

Remaining  stocks 
withdrawn  and  re¬ 
labelled. 

Brian,  Jenks  &  Co. 
Ltd.  26/27  Cowcross 
Street,  London,  E. 
C.  I.  Were  Fined 
/70  and  ^ii  los. 
Costs. 

T.  W.  Younger, 
Manor  House  Farm, 
Kenton.  Were 
Fined  ^40  and  ;^3  3s. 
Costs. 

Manufacturers  ag¬ 
reed  to  destroy  the 
small  remaining 
stock. 

Manufacturers  ag¬ 
reed  to  destroy  the 
small  remaining 
stock. 

Manufacturers  imp¬ 
roved  milling 
procedure. 


A rticle. 

Bread  and  Butter 


Lemon  Juice 
(Pasteurised) 

Minced  Beef  Loaf 


Lemon  Juice 


Instant  Coffee 


Wiener  Relish 

Cod  Liver  Oil  Emul¬ 
sion  .  . 

Babymede 

Spaghetti,  Sausages 
and  Meat  Balls  in 
Gravy. 

Chicken  and  Ham  for 
Slicing 


Butterscotch  Tablets 
(Flavoured) 


Blackcurrant  Cordial 


Beef  Sausages 
Dried  Thyme 


Rice  Pudding 
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Analyst's  Report. 

Bread  spread  with  Margarine  .  . 


Deficient  in  Vitamin  '  C  ’  and 
contained  mould 

Contained  fragments  of  a  winged 
insect,  probably  a  house  fly .  . 

Contained  an  excess  of  Sulphur 
Dioxide 


Contained  Sulphur  Dioxide 


Amount  of  Preservative  incor¬ 
rectly  specified. 

Deficient  in  Vitamin  ‘  A  ’ 

Not  labelled  in  the  manner  re¬ 
quired  by  the  Labelling  of 
Food  Order. 

Ingredients  not  stated  on  label 


Action  taken. 

T.  Dawson  &  Co. 
Ltd.  100  Station 
Road,  Ashington 
wer  e  Fined  ^4  and 
5S.  Costs. 

Production  ceased. 
Remaining  stocks 
destroyed. 

Discoveries  reported 
to  South  African 
Canners. 

Excess  due  to  in¬ 
sufficient  mixing  of 
ingredients. 

The  question  of  per¬ 
mitting  the  addit¬ 
ion  of  preservative 
to  Coffee  is  being 
considered  by  the 
Food  Standards 
Committee. 

Labels  to  be  amend¬ 
ed. 

Old  stock  returned 
to  manufacturers. 

Firm  now  in  liquid¬ 
ation. 

Labels  to  be  amend¬ 
ed. 


The  description  “Chicken  and  Description  to  be 
Ham”  is  not  correct  for  a  changed  to  Lunch - 
product  containing  15%  of  eon  Meat, 
cereal. 


Sugar  confectionery  devoid  of  Stocks  withdrawn  by 
Butter  Fat.  . .  . .  .  .  manufacturers  who 

agreed  to  include 
Butter  Fat  in  future 
productions. 

Contained  no  fruit  juice.  . .  Description  to  be 

amended  to  Black¬ 
currant  Flavour 
Cordial. 


Contained  undeclared  preserv¬ 
ative. 


Manufacturers 

cautioned. 


Contaminated  with  0.25%  of 
iron  oxide. 


Source  of  contamin¬ 
ation  unknown. 
Manufacturers  t  o 
check  future 
productions. 


Ingredients  listed  in  wrong  Labels  to  be  amend- 
order.  ed. 
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Article . 

Steak  and  Kidney 
Pudding 


Glace  Cherries 

Milk . 

Milk . 

Milk . 

Milk . 

Devils  Food  Cake  Mix 


Glace  Cherries 


Danish  Chopped  Ham 


Double  Cream 
Lemon  Curd  .  . 
Raspberry  and  Lemon 
Preserve. 

Raspberry  Jam 


Glace  Cherries 


Cayenne  Pepper 
Milk . 

Cod  Liver  Oil 
Emulsion  .  . 

Dried  Apricots 

Whole  Rye  Bread  .  . 

Naturavite  Tablets  .  . 


Luncheon  Sausage  . . 


Cream  Sponge 


Lunch  Tongue 


Analyst’s  Report. 
Contained  a  small  piece  of  bone 


Contained  240  p.p.m.  Sulphur 
Dioxide. 

Contained  7%  extraneous  water 
Contained  4%  extraneous  water 
Contained  4%  extraneous  water 
Contained  5%  extraneous  water 

Ingredients  not  specific  as  re¬ 
quired  by  the  Labelling  of 
Food  Order  . . 

Contained  an  excess  of  Sulphur 
Dioxide 


Description  inappropriate  for  an 
article  containing  only  85% 
of  Meat 

9.1%  deficient  in  Milk  Fat..x 
1.5%  deficient  in  Soluble  Solids 
6.5%  deficient  in  Soluble  Solids 

8.2%  deficient  in  Soluble  Solids 


Contained  an  excess  of  Sulphur 
Dioxide 


Deficient  in  oil  content .  . 

The  deficiency  of  8.2%  in  the 
non -fatty  solids  was  due  to 
natural  causes. 

Slight  deficiency  in  Vitamin  ‘A’ 


Contained  general  debris  includ¬ 
ing  grit . 

Listed  ingredients  included 
“  White  Meal.” 

75%  deficient  in  Vitamin  ‘A' 


Contained  50  p.p.m.  Sulphur 
Dioxide. 

Filled  with  Cream  Substitute.  . 


Contaminated  with  iron 


Action  taken. 

Manufacturers  un¬ 
able  to  account  for 
the  presence  of  the 
piece  of  bone. 

Retailers  cautioned. 

W.  S.  B  o  w  r  a  n, 
Battle  Hill  Farm, 
Wallsend  was  Fined 
;^io.o.o,  with;^2i.o.o 
Costs. 

Manufacturers  r  e  - 
calling  all  stock  for 
re-labelling. 

As  excess  was  only 
17  p.p.m.  no  action 
was  taken.  Further 
sample  to  be  taken. 

Canners  to  amend 
description  to  Lun¬ 
cheon  Meat. 

Purchased  at 
Women’s  Institute 
market  stalls. 
Recipes  to  be 
amended  in  the  case 
of  preserves.  Cream 
to  be  described  as 
single  cream. 

Manufacturers 
agreed  to  state 
amount  of  Sulphur 
Dioxide  present. 

Old  stock.  Remaind¬ 
er  destroyed. 

Producer  notified. 


Remainder  of  stock 
withdrawn  by  the 
manufacturers. 

Remainder  of  stock 
withdrawn. 

Labels  to  be  amend¬ 
ed  to  "Wheat 
Meal.” 

Information  passed 
to  chief  Inspector 
of  Hertfordshire 
C.C. 

Retailers  cautioned 
to  exhibit  preserv¬ 
ative  notice. 

Retailers  cautioned 
to  exhibit  re -word¬ 
ed  notice  as  to 
Cream  Substitute. 

Remainder  of  stock 
to  be  examined  for 
deterioration  in  tins 
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Despite  the  fact  that  an  unusually  large  number  of  samples 
were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory,  the  irregularities  were  mostly  of 
a  minor  nature  and  in  consequence  did  not  call  for  the  institution 
of  legal  proceedings. 

Although  milk  containing  added  water  is  becoming  somewhat 
of  a  rarity  these  days,  two  producers  were  heavily  fined  for  selling 
milk  to  which  large  amounts  of  water  had  been  added. 

The  examination  of  labels,  show  cards  and  advertisements  has 
added  considerably  to  the  Department’s  responsibilities.  The  im¬ 
portance  of  labelling  of  food  in  all  its  aspects  received  special 
emphasis  during  the  year  when  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  announced  that  the  Food  Standards  Com¬ 
mittee  was  to  undertake  a  review  of  the  labelling  provisions  of  the 
Labelling  of  Food  Order  and  of  other  food  regulations. 

During  the  year  the  Food  Standards  Committee  issued  their 
report  on  Canned  Meat.  The  Committee  call  for  comprehensive 
standards  for  canned  meat  and  point  out  that  it  is  essential,  if  the 
standards  proposed  are  to  give  the  consumer  adequate  protection 
for  a  declaration  to  be  printed  on  the  label  clearly  indicating  what 
type  of  product  is  being  sold.  It  is  also  recommended  that  a 
declaration  in  the  same  form  should  be  applied  to  advertisements 
so  that  the  declaration  appears  clearly  and  prominently  at  least 
once  in  every  advertisement. 

The  high  degree  of  co-operation  which  exists  between  my 
staff  and  those  of  the  Public  Analyst,  contributing  largely  as  it 
does  to  the  smooth  working  and  satisfactory  manner  in  which 
these  duties  are  carried  out,  should  not  go  unrecorded.  I  should 
like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  record  my  personal  thanks  to  the 
Public  Analyst,  Mr.  Graham  Sherratt  and  his  Deputy,  Mr.  Ronald 
Sinar,  for  their  valuable  assistance  during  the  year,  in  all  matters 
pertaining  to  the  administration  of  the  Act. 


73 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

WELFARE  OF  HANDICAPPED  PERSONS. 

In  December  the  Department  was  responsible  for  the  welfare 
of  an  aggregate  of  2,173  registered  handicapped  persons  compared 
with  2,088  at  the  end  of  1961.  During  the  year  there  were  296  new 
registrations  or  recertifications,  excluding  transfers  to  the  area 
from  other  authorities. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  approved  an  increase 
in  the  staff  establishment  by  an  additional  welfare  visitor. 

Home  teachers  for  the  blind  and  officers  for  the  physically 
handicapped  maintained  a  close  liaison  with  medical  practitioners 
in  respect  of  treatment,  special  appliances,  etc.,  and  also  with 
officers  of  the  Ministries  of  Health  and  Labour,  National  Assistance 
Board  and  voluntary  associations. 

During  the  year  an  enquiry  was  undertaken  as  to  whether  or 
not  there  was  a  need  for  the  establishment  of  sheltered  workshops 
for  sighted  disabled.  The  Ministry  of  Labour,  convened  meetings 
of  representatives  of  adjacent  local  authorities  to  discuss  this 
question,  and  it  was  decided  that  the  question  should  be  explored 
of  extending  the  existing  Workshops  for  the  Blind,  Newcastle,  to 
provide  sheltered  employment  for  sighted  disabled  rather  than 
provide  entirely  separate  workshops. 

The  Management  Committee  of  the  Workshops  for  the  Adult 
Blind  reviewed  their  position  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  It  was 
decided  that  as  the  number  of  blind  in  the  employable  age  groups 
was  decreasing  and  more  blind  people  were  encouraged  to  train 
for  open  employment,  the  number  of  places  required  for  blind 
workers  during  the  next  few  years  would  decrease.  As  an  experi¬ 
ment  it  was  decided  to  provide  14  places  at  the  beginning  of  the 
ftnancial  year  for  sighted  disabled  who  v/ould  be  admitted  on  the 
same  terms  and  conditions  as  the  blind  workers. 

Twelve  voluntary  committees  for  the  blind,  six  for  the  phys¬ 
ically  handicapped,  and  two  —  established  at  Hexham  and  Berwick 
who  catered  for  both  the  blind  and  physically  handicapped, 
continued  to  function.  Nine  clubs  for  the  blind,  eight  for  the  sighted 
handicapped  and  two  joint  clubs,  conducted  by  these  committees 
in  collaboration  with  the  Council’s  officers,  met  regularly  through¬ 
out  the  year,  while  outings  and  visits  to  theatres  were  also  arranged. 
The  Committees,  Department  and  the  handicapped  people  were 
grateful  to  all  the  voluntary  workers  who  gave  their  services  so 
willingly  to  make  these  activities  possible  and  so  successful. 

Holidays  were  provided  for  no  blind,  deaf  blind  and  phys¬ 
ically  handicapped  persons  during  the  year.  Five  deaf-blind  persons, 
accompanied  by  a  home  teacher  and  relatives,  took  part  in  a  holi¬ 
day  to  Whitby,  arranged  by  the  North  Regional  Association  for  the 
Blind.  Arrangements  were  made  for  18  blind  and  some  of  their 
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relatives  or  friends  acting  as  escorts  to  spend  a  holiday  at  Harro¬ 
gate,  Scarborough  and  Blackpool. 

A  party  of  physically  handicapped  persons  from  various 
parts  of  Northumberland  spent  eleven  days'  holiday  at  Thropton 
m  a  hostel  kindly  lent  by  the  Northumberland  Association  of 
Mixed  Clubs  in  June.  Five  members  of  St.  John  Ambulance 
Brigade  looked  after  them.  Another  party  of  handicapped  went  to 
Caister  Bay  Holiday  Camp,  travelling  by  private  bus,  the  arrange¬ 
ments  being  made  through  the  local  voluntary  committee. 

Thirty  children  attended  the  special  Red  Cross  holiday  camp 
for  handicapped  children  at  Glanton.  Each  child  was  looked  after 
by  a  Red  Cross  Cadet. 

Blind  and  Partially  Sighted. 

Registration. 

During  the  year  ophthalmologists  carried  out  190  examin¬ 
ations  under  the  Council's  scheme  as  compared  with  202  in  1961. 
There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  register  of  blind  but  a  decrease 
in  the  register  of  partially  sighted.  Approximately  78  per  cent, 
of  the  persons  newly  registered  as  blind  or  partially  sighted  were 
over  65  years  of  age. 

A  little  girl  of  four,  whose  blindness  was  due  to  retinoblastoma, 
had  recently  come  to  this  country  with  her  parents  so  that  she 
could  attend  a  school  for  the  blind.  A  nine  year  old  boy,  whose 
defective  vision  was  due  to  congenital  conditions,  was  re-examined 
and  re-classified  from  partially  sighted  to  blind.  The  name  of  a 
sixteen  year  old  youth  suffering  from  congenital  microphthalmus 
was  transferred  from  the  register  of  partially  sighted  to  the  register 
of  blind.  Two  girls  aged  ten  and  fourteen  respectively  and  a  four 
year  old  girl  suffering  from  congenital  eye  conditions  were  newly 
registered  as  partially  sighted. 

Fifty  four  of  the  newly  registered  blind  and  partially  sighted 
were  referred  to  the  Department  by  ophthalmologists  and  medical 
practitioners,  31  by  National  Assistance  Board  officers,  20  by  the 
Council's  health  visitors  and  other  officers  and  45  through  other 
lay  sources. 

The  age  groups  of  the  persons  registered  on  31st  December 
are  given  below  : — 

Blind.  Partially  Sighted. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Under  5 

2 

I 

3 

I 

— ■ 

I 

5  —  15 

9 

5 

14 

20 

1 1 

31 

16  —  20 

7 

3 

10 

9 

2 

1 1 

21—49  •  • 

67 

44 

III 

23 

10 

33 

50  —  64  .  . 

63 

59 

122 

14 

18 

32 

65  plus 

178 

309 

487 

53 

120 

173 

326 

421 

747 

120 

161 

281 

75 

Causes  of. Blindness  and  Defective  Vision. 

Cataract  was  the  primary  cause  of  defective  vision  of  approx¬ 
imately  one  quarter  of  the  persons  who  were  newly  registered 
during  1962.  Five  of  the  24  persons  whose  blindness  was  due  to 
this  condition  had  had  no  recent  specialist  advice,  but  they  were 
all  elderly,  their  ages  ranging  from  78  to  91.  Only  two  of  the  five 
were  recommended  for  operative  treatment. 

Glaucoma  accounted  for  blindness  or  partial  sight  of  20  persons 
newly  registered.  Only  two,  both  aged,  had  received  no  recent 
specialist  advice. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  causes,  recommendations 
and  treatment  of  persons  registered  during  the  year  :  — 


Cataract 

Glaucoma 

Others 

Number  of  cases  regist¬ 

Blind 

P.S. 

Blind 

P.S. 

Blind 

P.S. 

ered  during  year 
Recommendations. 

24 

13 

^7 

3 

64 

29 

(a)  No  treatment 

(b)  Treatment  recom¬ 

mended — 

4 

2 

38 

7 

Surgical 

Medical  or  hosp¬ 

15 

4 

2 

• 

7 

I 

ital  supervision 

5 

6 

13 

3 

17 

13 

Optical 

Follow  up. 

3 

2 

8 

Surgical  .  . 

Medical  or  hosp¬ 

7 

•  ■'  “ 

1 

— 

ital  supervision 

5 

6 

13 

3 

17 

13 

Optical  .  . 

Willing  to  undergo 
treatment  when 
eyes  are  ready 
or  beds  become 
available  or  if 
physical  condit¬ 

3 

2 

8 

ion  improves  .  . 
Not  agreeable  for 
treatment,  un¬ 
decided,  or  too 

1 

I 

I 

7 

I 

frail 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Died 

Social  Welfare. 

3 

I 

There  was  a  vacancy 

on  the 

home 

teaching  staff  for 

the 

greater  part  of  the  year,  and,  as  efforts  to  appoint  a  suitable 
qualified  officer  were  unsuccessful,  a  student  home  teacher  was 
appointed  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  The  depleted  staff  and 
prolonged  periods  of  sickness  resulted  in  a  reduction  in  the  aggreg¬ 
ate  number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year.  A  summary  of  visits 
is  given  in  Table  31. 

In  addition  to  giving  instruction  in  Braille,  Moon  and  crafts, 
the  home  teachers  advised  upon  a  variety  of  personal  problems. 
As  far  as  embossed  types  are  concerned  newly  registered  persons 
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are  often  reluctant  to  learn  Braille  or  Moon,  and  the  home  teacher 
has  to  exercise  tact  in  introducing  the  subject  and  patience  in 
waiting  for  the  prospective  pupil’s  response.  It  is  difficult  to  instil 
an  interest  in  reading,  especially  by  one’s  fingers,  into  elderly  and 
aged  persons  who  may  not  have  read  a  book  for  over  6o  years. 
It  is  therefore  only  a  proportion  of  the  newly  registered  who 
benefit  by  instruction  in  Braille  and  Moon,  but  nevertheless 
teaching  these  subjects  is  an  important  part  of  a  home  teacher’s 
duty.  An  important  part  of  their  work  was  in  encouraging  newly 
blinded  persons  to  become  adjusted,  and  in  some  cases  to  dis¬ 
courage  relatives  from  being  over  protective.  Craft  classes  held  at 
eight  centres  played  an  important  part  in  rehabilitation. 

Local  voluntary  committees  again  received  grants  from  the 
County  Blind  Persons  Trust  Fund,  which  was  administered  by 
the  Department.  A  proportion  of  the  collections  received  on 
behalf  of  the  Royal  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  was  allocated 
to  the  Fund. 

During  the  year  arrangements  were  made  for  two  blind  men 
and  a  blind  woman  to  undergo  courses  of  social  rehabilitation  at 
Oldbury  Grange,  Bridgnorth,  and,  in  addition,  a  blind  man  and 
woman  who  had  previously  been  to  the  centre  returned  on  their 
own  suggestions  and  at  their  own  expense  for  refresher  courses. 
Blind  people  who  have  attended  these  courses  have  derived  consid¬ 
erable  benefit  from  them. 


Children. 

Figures  relating  to  ehildren  are  shown  in  Table  31.  During  the 
year  a  little  boy  of  three  was  admitted  to  a  Sunshine  Ffome  and  a 
little  girl  continued  to  attend  the  deaf-blind  unit  attached  to 
Condo ver  Hall. 


Employment. 

The  employment  position  of  blind  and  partially  sighted  was 
as  follows  in  December. 


Employed  in  Workshops  for  the  Blind 

Blind 

26 

P.S 

Employed  under  Home  Workers’  Scheme 

2 

— • 

Employed  in  other  capacities  (16-64) 

32 

30 

Employed  in  other  capacities  (over  64) 

2 

— 

Undergoing  training  (sheltered) 

4 

• — 

Undergoing  training  (professional) 

I 

— ■ 

Available  for  employment  —  unemployed 

4 

— ■ 

Not  available  or  capable  of  employment  (16 — ^64) 

172 

46 

At  school  (16 — ^20)  .  . 

2 

— 

245 

76 

77 

During  the  year  one  young  blind  man  who  had  been  reading 
social  studies  at  Durham  University  was  successful  in  obtaining  a 
B.A.  degree  and  was  duly  appointed  to  the  staff  of  Hethersett 
Pilot  Establishment,  while  a  young  blind  woman  entered  a  teachers’ 
training  college.  Two  blind  men  were  re-placed  in  employment  and 
a  third  was  placed  as  a  shorthand  typist  at  the  Workshops  for 
the  Blind. 

Nicholas  Garrow  Home. 

The  home  provides  accommodation  for  31  residents.  When 
the  home  was  first  opened  in  1948  the  proportion  of  male  and 
female  residents  was  about  equal,  and  even  when  the  home  was 
extended  seven  years  later  the  position  was  about  the  same,  but 
during  the  past  few  years  the  pattern  has  gradually  changed  and 
at  the  end  of  1962  there  were  about  twice  as  many  female  residents 
as  males. 

Arrangements  continued  to  be  made  for  blind  people  to  spend 
temporary  periods  in  the  home  during  the  absence  on  holiday  of 
permanent  residents,  which  scheme,  in  many  cases,  gave  relatives 
an  opportunity  of  having  a  holiday. 

Generally  Handicapped. 

Registration. 

During  the  year,  of  the  generally  handicapped  persons  referred 
for  advice,  138  were  considered  suitable  for  registration  compared 
with  107  the  preceding  year.  Hitherto  it  has  been  the  practice  of 
the  Department  not  to  register  children  under  16  or  adults  over 
64,  except  in  special  circumstances.  However,  during  the  year 
many  very  old  people  referred  required  special  help  and  advice, 
and  24  were  registered.  Eight  children  under  16  years  of  age 
were  considered  suitable  for  registration. 

The  principal  causes  of  disabilities  among  the  handicapped 
registered  during  the  year  were  arthritis  and  rheumatic  conditions 
and  also  multiple  sclerosis.  A  summary  of  causes  is  shown  in 
Table  32. 

Age  groups  of  the  persons  registered  on  31st  December  were  : — 

Under  16  16  —  64  65  plus  All  ages 

M.  F.  T.  M.  F.  T.  M.  F.  T.  M.  F.  T. 

18  29  47  361  374  735  27  34  61  406  437  843 

Social  Welfare. 

The  welfare  officers  continued  to  visit  handicapped  persons 
and  advise  them  upon  personal  problems,  structural  alterations  to 
their  homes,  special  appliances  and  equipment  which  would  help 
them  to  become  more  independent  or  assist  in  relieving  their 
relatives.  The  handicapped  people  were  encouraged  to  take  part 
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in  social  activities  and  although  some  —  especially  those  who  had 
led  isolated  lives  —  were  reluctant  to  leave  their  homes  and  meet 
people,  they  soon  began  to  look  forward  to  a  visit  to  a  social  club. 

During  the  year  the  Council  helped  with  the  cost  of  structural 
alterations  and  adaptations  to  the  homes  of  28  generally  handi¬ 
capped  persons.  A  grant  was  also  given  to  Blyth  Corporation 
towards  the  cost  of  adapting  a  further  house  into  one  for  a  phys¬ 
ically  handicapped  person. 

The  scheme  for  the  issue  of  car  badges  to  certain  classes  of 
disabled  which  came  into  foree  towards  the  end  of  1961  proved  to 

be  sueeessful  and  was  appreeiated  by  the  drivers  to  v/hom  they 
were  issued.  Seventy  eight  badges  were  provided  by  the  end  of 
the  year. 

Two  full  time  craft  instructors  were  appointed  during  the 
year,  and  arrangements  were  made  to  commence  new  handcraft 
classes  weekly  at  Wallsend,  Bedlington  Station,  Ashington,  Blyth 
and  Shiremoor.  In  addition,  an  occupational  therapist  held  a 
weekly  class  at  Alnwick,  and  a  part-time  instructor  was  engaged 
to  give  domiciliary  instruction  in  the  Berwick  area.  The  two  full 
time  instructors  also  visited  handicapped  persons  who  were  unable 
to  attend  a  class  and  taught  them  at  home. 

The  instruction  given  has  proved  to  be  most  beneficial,  and  in 
many  cases  has  resulted  in  the  handicapped  gaining  confidence  in 
their  own  abilities  and  a  chanee  of  realising  that  they  were  not  as 
as  helpless  as  they  had  previously  supposed. 

Employment. 

Two  men  commenced  courses  of  training  in  special  establish¬ 
ments  through  the  Ministry  of  Labour,  but  only  one,  a  young  man 
of  25,  was  successful.  He  received  training  in  television  and  radio 
repairs.  One  young  woman  successfully  completed  elerical  training 
and  was  subsequently  placed  in  employment. 

8  Handicapped  persons  registered  with  the  Council  were 
placed  in  employment  during  the  year. 

The  Councihs  staff  kept  in  contact  with  the  Ministry  of  Labour 
in  connection  with  training  and  employment,  and  several  discuss¬ 
ions  took  place  both  with  the  local  officers  of  the  Ministry  and  the 
regional  officers. 

Registered  employed  in.  December  included  : — 


Remploy  workers  .  .  . .  .  .  17 

Remploy  home-workers  .  .  .  .  3 

Self  employed  .  .  .  .  . .  4 

Other  employment  .  .  .  .  .  .  65 

Part-time  workers  .  ,  .  .  .  .  10 


99 
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Fifteen  of  the  above  were  already  in  employment  when  they 
were  registered  during  the  year. 

In  addition  one  young  woman  was  employed  in  sheltered  work 
at  Dorincourt  Estates,  Surrey. 

Epileptic  and  Spastic  Persons. 

During  the  year  4  epileptics  and  7  spastics  were  newly  regis¬ 
tered. 

Eour  epileptics  were  admitted  to  colonies  during  the  year,  but 
two  returned  home  after  a  short  interval.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
the  Council  was  maintaining  10  adult  epileptics  in  colonies.  The 
majority  returned  to  their  own  homes  at  least  once  during  the 
year  to  spend  a  holiday  with  relatives.  Difficulty  continued  to  be 
experienced  in  finding  temporary  accommodation  for  holidays  and 
convalescence  for  epileptic  people.  They  were  also  difficult  to 
place  in  employment. 

However,  epileptics  attended  the  clubs  for  disabled  and  mixed 
quite  well  with  the  other  handicapped  members,  and  on  the  few 
occasions  when  they  did  have  fits,  the  activities  of  the  meeting 
were  not  appreciably  affected. 

In  addition  to  60  adults  registered  as  handicapped,  there 
were  39  epileptic  children  known  to  the  Department,  comprising 
8  attending  special  schools,  ii  attending  ordinary  schools,  4  await¬ 
ing  admission  to  special  schools,  2  receiving  home  tuition  and 
14  ineducable. 

The  Council  maintained  a  spastic  man  in  a  Cheshire  Home, 
while  5  spastics,  suitable  for  transfer  to  the  Council’s  new  home 
for  handicapped,  were  maintained  in  County  Council  establish¬ 
ments.  Spastics  also  took  part  in  the  activities  of  the  clubs  for 
handicapped,  and  several  were  included  in  the  holidays  which  were 
arranged  during  the  summer.  The  grant  to  the  Percy  Hedley  Day 
Workroom  in  respect  of  7  spastics  from  the  County  area  was 
continued. 

Seventy  three  adults  and  7  children  under  16  years  of  age  were 
registered  with  the  Council.  However,  all  the  spastic  children 
known  to  the  Department  were  not  registered,  as  their  needs  were 
met  through  other  sections  of  the  Department  (School  Health, 
Mental  Welfare,  etc.).  The  actual  number  of  spastic  children  known 
was  58.  Of  this  number  20  attended  special  schools,  15  attended 
ordinary  schools,  4  awaiting  admission  to  special  schools,  3  received 
liome  tuition,  i  was  not  at  school  and  15  were  ineducable. 

Deaf  and  Hard  of  Hearing. 

The  Department  reclassified  the  deaf  and  hard  of  hearing  in 
accordance  with  the  Minister’s  recommendation,  and  on  31st 
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December  the  numbers  registered 

were  as 

follows 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Deaf  without  speech 

47 

62 

109 

Deaf  with  speech 

74 

68 

142 

Hard  of  hearing  . . 

26 

25 

51 

147 

155 

302 

Northumberland  and  Durham  Mission  to  the  Deaf  continued 
to  act  as  tlie  Council’s  agent  for  welfare  purposes  in  the  south  east 
area  of  the  County,  and  were  also  available  for  placement  in 
employment  and  interpretation  over  the  whole  County.  The 
interests  of  the  deaf  resident  in  the  north  and  west  of  the  County 
continued  to  be  looked  after  by  home  teachers  of  the  blind. 

Employment. 

Nineteen  deaf  persons  were  placed  or  re-placed  in  employment, 
including  three  part-time  married  women  and  nine  school  leavers. 

Social. 

The  Mission  were  unable  to  obtain  permanent  premises  but 
continued  to  hold  a  club  meeting  once  a  week  in  a  Blyth  church 
hall,  and  also  commenced  a  monthly  club  at  Willington  Quay, 
both  of  which  were  well  attended.  County  deaf  living  in  areas  ad¬ 
jacent  to  Newcastle  attended  clubs  at  the  Mission’s  premises, 
Newcastle.  Religious  services  were  held  at  Blyth,  Willington  Quay 
and  Newcastle.  The  Mission  provided  a  holiday  at  Blackpool 
for  four  elderly  deaf  from  the  County  area.  Visits  paid  to  and  on 
behalf  of  the  deaf  during  the  year  are  shown  in  Table  31. 

The  Council  paid  grants  to  Hard  of  Hearing  Clubs  and  also 
the  Society  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul. 
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Table  i. 


Administrative  County  of  Northumberland. 
Population — ^Year  1962. 


Boroughs  : 

Berwick-upon-Tweed  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  12,280 

Blyth  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  36,400 

Morpeth  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  13,160 

Wallsend  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  49,690 

Whitley  Bay  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  36,730 


Urban  Districts  : 

Alnwick  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7,600 

Amble  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  4,920 

Ashington  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .  27,170 

Bedlingtonshire  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  30,110 

Gosforth  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  26,780 

Hexham  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9,690 

Longbenton  ,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  47,460 

Newbiggin-by-the-Sea  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10,040 

Newburn  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .  29,000 

Prudhoe  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .  ro,i8o 

Seaton  Valley  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  25,950 


Rural  Districts  : 

Alnwick  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .  .  .  12,290 

Belford  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4,790 

Bellingham  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5,380 

Castle  Ward  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  26,590 

Glendale  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6,930 

Haltwhistle  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6,850 

Hexham  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  20,240 

Morpeth  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  17,510 

Norham  and  Islandshires  .  .  ,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4,100 

Rothbury .  5,330 


148,260 


228,900 


1 10,010 


Totals 


487,170 
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Table  2. 


Population — Distribution  for  Purposes  of 
Area  Administration. 


Area. 

Population. 

North  No.  I 

28,100 

North  No.  2 

30,140 

Central 

67,880 

East.  . 

66,510 

South 

95A42 

South-East.  . 

llo,t40 

West 

39,568 

Wallsend 

49,690 

Total 

487,170 
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Table  3. 

Vital  and  Mortality  Statistics. 


Year. 

Birth 
rate  per 
1,000 
living. 

General 
death  rate 
per  1,000 
living. 

Infant 
mortality 
rate  per 
1,000 

live  births. 

Principal 
Infectious 
Diseases 
death  rate 
per  1,000 
living. 

Death  Rate 
from 

Respiratory 
Tuberculosis 
per  1,000 
living. 

1910 

26.91 

12.99 

114-73 

1. 01 

0.93 

I9II 

27.48 

13.96 

136.79 

1-9  + 

0.98 

1912 

27.05 

12.98 

93-80 

1.02 

0.86 

1913 

26.43 

13.61 

III. 39 

1.28 

0.91 

1914 

26.61 

13-31 

113.78 

1-33 

0.91 

1915 

24.42 

15.82 

122.00 

2.04 

1.03 

1916 

21.91 

13-75 

101.00 

0.84 

1. 10 

1917 

20.39 

13.60 

loi.oo 

0.97 

1.06 

1918 

21-54 

17.26 

101.00 

1.07 

1.22 

1919 

22.14 

14. II 

102.00 

0.92 

0.97 

1920 

28.30 

12.89 

90.00 

0.76 

0.92 

1921 

25-50 

12.42 

95.00 

1. 01 

0.87 

1922 

22.54 

12.72 

87.00 

0.41 

0.88 

1923 

22.56 

11-33 

76.00 

0-74 

0.85 

1924 

22.18 

12.06 

83.00 

0.40 

0.82 

1925 

20.88 

11.63 

82.00 

0.67 

0.78 

1926 

20.02 

11-37 

77.00 

0.53 

0-73 

1927 

17.90 

11-53 

77.00 

0.27 

0.81 

1928 

18.37 

11-39 

67.00 

0.28 

0.68 

1929 

16.79 

12.22 

81.00 

0.65 

0-74 

1930 

17-I3 

11.02 

62.00 

0.23 

0.78 

1931 

16.66 

12.24 

77.00 

0.41 

0-75 

1932 

15-94 

11-33 

67.00 

0.2s 

0.68 

1933 

15.42 

11-93 

71.00 

0.31 

0.65 

1934 

15-48 

11.78 

69.00 

0.43 

0.60 

1935 

15.60 

11.67 

71.00 

0.32 

0-53 

1936 

15.26 

12.02 

70.00 

0.30 

0-55 

1937 

15.16 

12.67 

66.00 

0.26 

0-54 

1938 

15.00 

1 1.76 

64.00 

0.31 

0.40 

1939 

14.80 

11.84 

55-50 

0.20 

0.52 

1940 

15.00 

12.44 

59.00 

0.17 

0-55 

1941 

1507 

12.84 

74.00 

0.25 

0.51 

1942 

16.39 

11-59 

54.00 

0.20 

0.39 

1943 

17.61 

12.50 

56.00 

0.18 

0.51 

1944 

19-87 

12.16 

48.00 

0.21 

0.50 

1945 

17-58 

12.24 

50.00 

0.17 

0-47 

1946 

19.74 

11.98 

48.00 

0.13 

0-49 

1947 

20.66 

12.14 

43.00 

0.13 

0-44 

1948 

18.04 

II. 13 

40.00 

0.09 

0.43 

1949 

17-52 

11.92 

36.00 

0.08 

0.37 

1950 

16.69 

12.24 

36.60 

0.08 

0.28 

1951 

16.46 

12.58 

32-49 

0.07 

0.24 

1952 

16,08 

11.25 

29-37 

0.08 

0.17 

1953 

16.90 

11.78 

28.46 

0.08 

0.16 

1954 

16.26 

12.23 

27.03 

0.06 

0.15 

1955 

16.34 

12.06 

26.75 

0.05 

0.15 

1956 

16.51 

11.87 

25.80 

0.03 

O.II 

1957 

16.68 

11.49 

23-51 

0.05 

0.06 

1958 

17.08 

12.05 

24.03 

0.05 

0.06 

1959 

17.23 

11.56 

23-58 

0.04 

0.04 

i960 

16.66 

11.80 

20.28 

0.04 

0.05 

1961 

16.75 

11.97 

19-75 

0.02 

0.06 

1962 

17.20 

12.23 

23.28 

O.OI 

0.06 

85 


Table  4. 

General  Statistics. 


NUMBEI 

^S 

RATES 

Boro’s 

and 

Urban 

Districts. 

Rural 

Districts. 

Total  for 
County. 

Boro’s 

and 

Urban 

Districts. 

Rural 

Districts. 

Total  for 
County. 

Population 

377,160 

110,010 

487,170 

Births  (Live)  .  . 

6,655 

1,722 

8,377 

17-65 

15-65 

17.20 

Legitimate  .  . 

6,415 

1,660 

8,075 

17.01 

15-09 

16.58 

Illegitimate.  . 

240 

62 

302 

0.64 

0.56 

0.62 

(per  I, 

000  Pop 

ulation) 

Births  (Still)  .  . 

132 

33 

165 

19-45 

18.80 

19.32 

Legitimate  .  . 

126 

32 

158 

19.26 

18.91 

19.19 

Illegitimate.  . 

6 

I 

7 

24-39 

15-87 

22.65 

(per  I, 

000  Regi 

stered 

Births) 

Births  (Live  and  Still) 

6,787 

L755 

8,542 

18.00 

15-95 

17-53 

Legitimate  .  . 

6,541 

1,692 

8,233 

17-34 

15-38 

16.90 

Illegitimate .  . 

246 

63 

309 

0.65 

0-57 

0.63 

(per  I 

,000  Pop 

ulation) 

Deaths  (Total) 

4.472 

1,485 

5.957 

11.86 

13-50 

12.23 

(per  I, 

000  Pop 

ulation) 

Deaths  of  Infants 

under  i  year  of  age .  . 

160 

35 

195 

24.04 

20.33 

23.28 

Legitimate  .  . 

154 

34 

188 

24. oi 

20.48 

23-28 

Illegitimate.  . 

6 

I 

7 

25.00 

16.13 

23.18 

(per  I, 

000  Live 

Births) 

Deaths  of  Infants 

under  4  weeks  of  age 

1 15 

23 

138 

17.28 

13-36 

16.47 

Legitimate  .  . 

109 

22 

131 

16.99 

13-25 

16.22 

Illegitimate .  . 

6 

1 

7 

25.00 

16.13 

23.18 

(per  I, 

000  Live 

Births) 

Deaths  of  Infants 

under  i  week  of  age 

92 

17 

109 

13.82 

9-87 

13.01 

Legitimate  .  . 

87 

16 

103 

13-56 

9.64 

12.76 

Illegitimate .  , 

5 

I 

6 

20.83 

16.13 

19.87 

(per  I, 

000  Live 

Births) 

Maternal  Deaths 

2 

— 

2 

0.29 

— 

0.23 

(per  I, 

000  Birt 

hs.  Live 

and  still) 

Births,  Deaths. 

Comparability  Factors 

(Administrative  County)  ..  ..  0.98  i.ii 

Rates  per  1,000  Population 

after  adjustment  .  .  •  •  -  •  16.86  13-58 


Table  5. 


Births  (Live  and  Still). 


County 

Districts, 

Live. 

Still. 

Leg. 

Illeg. 

03 

4^ 

Leg. 

Illeg. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

H 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Boroughs  ; — 
Berwick-upon- 
Tweed 

123 

154 

5 

3 

285 

3 

3 

Blyth  .  . 

301 

299 

15 

14 

629 

9 

3 

— 

— 

Morpeth 

137 

117 

3 

7 

264 

I 

I 

I 

— 

Wallsend 

470 

418 

17 

19 

924 

TO 

II 

— • 

— 

Whitley  Bay  .  . 

295 

261 

II 

16 

583 

6 

5 

— 

2 

Urban  Districts  : — 

Alnwick 

77 

59 

2 

2 

140 

I 

4 

— 

— 

Amble 

56 

70 

I 

I 

128 

2 

— 

- - 

— 

Ashington 

243 

198 

6 

5 

452 

5 

8 

— 

I 

Bedlingtonshire 

239 

290 

9 

8 

546 

4 

4 

— 

I 

Gosforth 

210 

224 

9 

6 

449 

4 

5 

— 

— 

Hexham 

68 

66 

2 

4 

140 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Longbenton  .  . 

430 

396 

14 

14 

854 

4 

5 

— 

— 

N  ewbiggin  -by  -the  -Sea 

87 

72 

3 

2 

164 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Newburn 

262 

262 

6 

14 

544 

3 

8 

— 

I 

Prudhoe 

83 

82 

2 

I 

168 

2 

— 

— 

Seaton  Valley .  . 

176 

190 

10 

9 

385 

8 

3 

— 

■ — - 

Rural  Districts  : — 

Alnwick 

no 

83 

3 

5 

201 

2 

3 

— 

— 

Belford 

38 

18 

I 

I 

58 

2 

— 

- - 

Bellingham 

29 

46 

I 

I 

77 

I 

— 

— 

— 

Castle  Ward  .  . 

227 

195 

8 

6 

436 

3 

2 

I 

— 

Glendale 

45 

43 

2 

3 

93 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Halt  whistle 

44 

53 

I 

I 

99 

2 

I 

— 

— 

Hexham 

165 

161 

2 

2 

330 

4 

2 

— 

— 

Morpeth 

153 

129 

10 

6 

298 

4 

3 

— 

— 

Norham  and 
Islandshires 

26 

19 

3 

__ 

48 

2 

Rothbury 

37 

39 

4 

2 

82 

— 

— • 

— 

— • 

Totals  . . 

4131 

3944 

150 

152 

8377 

80 

78 

2 

5 

87 


Table  6. 


Infant  Deaths. 


First 

Year. 

First  Month. 

First 

Week. 

County 

Districts. 

Live 

Births. 

Infant 
Deaths 
under 
t  year 

Infant 
Mortal  - 
ity  Rate 
per  1000 
live 
births. 

Infant 

Deaths 

under 

4  weeks 
of  age. 

Death 

Rate 

per 

looo 

live 

births. 

Infant 

Deaths 

under 

I  week 
of  age. 

Death 

Rate 

per 

1000 

live 

births. 

Boroughs  : 
Berwick 

2S5 

6 

21.05 

4 

14.04 

4 

14.04 

Blyth  .  . 

629 

15 

23-85 

10 

15-90 

6 

9.54 

Horpeth 

264 

5 

18.94 

3 

11.36 

3 

11.36 

iVallsend 

924 

25 

27.06 

18 

19.48 

12 

12.99 

iVhitley  Bay  .  . 

583 

15 

25-73 

10 

17-15 

9 

15-44 

iirban 

\  Districts  : 
Unwick 

140 

9 

64.29 

5 

35-71 

5 

35-71 

imble 

12-8 

I 

7.81 

I 

7.81 

— 

— 

kshington 

452 

8 

17.70 

4 

8.85 

3 

6.64 

Bedlingtonshire 

546 

18 

32.97 

14 

25.64 

13 

23.81 

^osforth 

449 

15 

33.41 

12 

26.73 

9 

20.04 

jlexham 
*.ongbenton  .  . 

140 

I 

7-14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

854 

21 

24-59 

17 

19.91 

13 

15.22 

ifewbiggin-by- 

the-Sea 

164 

I 

6.10 

I 

6.10 

1 

6.I0 

ifewburn 

544 

8 

14.71 

7 

12.87 

6 

11.03 

l^rudhoe 

168 

3 

17.86 

2 

11.90 

2 

11.90 

Seaton  Valley.  . 

385 

9 

23-38 

7 

18.18 

6 

15.58 

^ural  Districts  ; 
iLlnwick 

201 

4 

19.90 

I 

4.98 

I 

4.98 

Belford 

58 

2 

34-48 

2 

34-48 

2 

34-48 

Bellingham 

77 

I 

12.99 

1 

12.99 

— ' 

— 

tastle  Ward  ,  . 

436 

II 

25-23 

8 

18-35 

5 

11.47 

Irlendale 

93 

3 

32.26 

2 

2 1. 51 

I 

10.75 

faltwhistle 

99 

4 

40.40 

4 

40.40 

3 

30.30 

Jexham 

330 

4 

12.12 

3 

9.09 

3 

9.09 

fforpeth 

298 

5 

16.78 

2 

6.71 

2 

6.71 

forham  and 
Islandshires 

48 

I 

20.83 

_ 

— - 

, 

tothbury 

82 

— 

— 

— 

• — - 

— 

— 

Totals  . . 

8,377 

195 

23.28 

138 

16.47 

I09 

13.01 

88 


Table  7. 

Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


County 

Districts. 

j  Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  [ 

(Paralytic)  ] 

1 

Measles 

1  ) 

Dysentery 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

Acute  Pneumonia 

Acute  Encaphalitis 

Post  Infections 

Enteric  or  Typhoid 

1  Fever 

Paratyphoid 

1  Fever 

j  Erysipelas 

j  Food  Poisoning 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

( 

< 

-4 

( 

Boroughs. 

Berwick  upon 

Tweed 

— 

— 

— 

2 

r 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Blyth  .  . 

— 

20 

— ■ 

26 

— 

— 

9 

— 

— 

— 

4 

I 

— 

Morpeth 

2 

I 

— 

I 

3 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

Wallsend 

I 

4 

— 

240 

— 

— • 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

2 

Whitley  Bay  .  . 

12 

10 

— 

77 

— 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

I 

Urban 

Districts. 

Alnwick 

2 

3 

— 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Amble 

— 

— 

116 

- - - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1: 

Ashington 

— 

— 

— 

29 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Bedlingtonshire 

5 

2 

— 

18 

0 

— 

4 

— - 

— 

- — - 

— 

2 

2 

Gosforth 

I 

7 

2 

20 

13 

I 

20 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

I 

, 

Hexham 

4 

14 

— 

3 

5 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

3 

■ — • 

— 

Longbenton  .  . 

7 

13 

— 

154 

14 

— 

6 

- - - 

— 

— 

2 

7 

— 

2 

i 

Newbiggin-by 

the -Sea 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Newburn 

• — ■ 

20 

— 

13 

25 

I 

f4 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Prudhoe 

5 

- - - 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

- - - 

- - 

_ 

- - 

1 

Seaton  Valley.  . 

3 

2 

I 

162 

I 

- — • 

3 

I 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

I 

{ 

\ 

Rural 

% 

Districts. 

Alnwick 

3 

— 

— 

26 

30 

I 

r 

— 

— 

— 

I 

2 

— 

1 

Belford 

— 

— 

- - - 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

j 

Bellingham 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Castle  Ward  .  . 

— 

23 

- - - 

22 

4 

- - - 

4 

— 

I 

I 

I 

— 

— 

Glendale 

- - - 

3 

- - 

5 

- - 

2 

, 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

Haltwhistle 

I 

— 

- - - 

— 

I 

_ 

_ 

_ _ 

— 

— 

— 

Hexham 

5 

— 

_ 

25 

8 

— 

23 

- - 

- - 

— 

— 

I 

— 

r 

Morpeth 

3 

— 

• — • 

3 

94 

— 

4 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

37 

— 

I. 

Nor  ham  and 

Islandshires 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Rothbury 

4 

I 

— 

I 

I 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Totals  . . 

58 

123 

3 

848 

322 

3 

118 

I 

I 

r 

29 

51 

3 

159 

- i 

No  case  of  diphtheria,  acute  poliomyelitis  (non -paralytic),  smallpox,  acute 
encephalitis  (infective)  or  ophthalmia  neonatorum  was  notified  during  the  year. 


Sg 

I  Table  8. 

-  Classification  of  Deaths  (Year  1962)  According  to  Disease. 


< 

j 

Boroughs 
AND  Urban 
Districts. 

Rural 

Districts. 

Total 

County. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

tuberculosis  (Respiratory)  .  . 

17 

4 

21 

— 

2 

2 

17 

6 

23 

tuberculosis  (Other) .  . 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Syphilitic  Disease 

5 

5 

10 

I 

. — 

I 

6 

5 

II 

piphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

iA^hooping  Cough 

I 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

I 

l^eningcoccal  Infections 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

lAcute  Poliomyelitis  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

kleasles 

pther  infective  and 

i  Parasitic  Diseases  .  . 
I^alignant  Neoplasm — • 

I 

— 

I 

I 

2 

3 

2 

2 

4 

1  Stom^ach 

5S 

55 

113 

13 

9 

22 

71 

64 

135 

1  Lung,  Bronchus 

172 

25 

197 

38 

7 

45 

210 

32 

242 

■  Breast 

— 

65 

65 

— 

23 

23 

— 

88 

88 

'j  Uterus 

pther  Malignant  and 

— 

32 

32 

— 

9 

9 

— 

41 

41 

!  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

igS 

188 

386 

52 

70 

122 

250 

258 

508 

Peukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

7 

5 

12 

4 

9 

13 

II 

14 

25 

Diabetes 

tascular  Lesions  of 

8 

18 

26 

4 

4 

8 

12 

22 

34 

i  Nervous  System  .  . 

310 

369 

679 

148 

195 

343 

458 

564 

1022 

poronary  Disease,  Angina  .  . 
hypertension  with  Heart 

542 

391 

933 

156 

I09 

265 

698 

500 

1198 

;  Disease 

31 

38 

69 

4 

10 

14 

35 

48 

83 

pther  Heart  Disease.  . 

231 

311 

542 

99 

97 

196 

330 

408 

738 

pther  Circulatory  Disease  .  . 

99 

96 

195 

28 

36 

64 

127 

132 

259 

influenza 

3 

6 

9 

2 

I 

3 

5 

7 

12 

pneumonia 

78 

85 

163 

26 

15 

41 

104 

100 

204 

Bronchitis 
pther  Diseases  of 

T95 

74 

269 

45 

12 

57 

240 

86 

326 

;  Respiratory  System 
iJlcer  of  Stomach  and 

28 

10 

38 

8 

4 

12 

36 

14 

50 

i  Duodenum.  . 
pastritis.  Enteritis  and 

19 

to 

29 

7 

2 

9 

26 

12 

38 

1  Diarrhoea  .  . 

5 

8 

13 

5 

4 

9 

10 

12 

22 

Kephritis  and  Nephrosis 

10 

18 

28 

6 

2 

8 

16 

20 

36 

Pyperplasia  of  Prostate 
pregnancy,  childbirth. 

r6 

16 

14 

■ 

14 

30 

30 

Abortion 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Ilongenital  Malformations  .  . 
pther  Defined  and  Ill- 

30 

25 

55 

9 

12 

21 

39 

37 

76 

'  Defined  Diseases  .  . 

188 

179 

367 

52 

48 

100 

240 

227 

467 

Hotor  Vehicle  Accidents 

27 

8 

35 

15 

3 

18 

42 

II 

53 

All  other  accidents  .  . 

63 

65 

128 

27 

28 

55 

90 

93 

183 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations 

22 

II 

33 

4 

3 

7 

26 

14 

40 

of  war 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

I 

I 

■'  *  ■ 

I 

Totals 

2366 

2106 

4472 

769 

716 

1485 

31*35 

2822 

5957 

I 


go 


Table  g. 


Deaths  from  Cancer. 


(fi 

Other  Malignant 

and  Lymphatic 

Neoplasms 

Totals. 

- - - 

i: 

Rates  1 

PER  1,000  1 

Population  i 

i, 

County 

Districts 

Population 

Stomach 

Lung  Bronchi 

Breast 

1 

Uterus 

Leukaemia  an 

Aleukaemia 

Excluding 

Leukaemia 

Aleukaemia 

! 

Including 

Leukaemia 

A.leukaemia 

Excluding  | 

Leukaemia 

Aleukaemia 

1 

Including 

Leukaemia 

Aleukaemia 

Boroughs — 
Berwick 

12,280 

I 

6 

I 

2 

19 

I 

29 

30 

2.36 

n 

2.44- 

Blyth  .  . 

36,400 

II 

31 

6 

3 

30 

4 

81 

85 

2.23 

2.33 

Morpeth 

13,160 

2 

5 

I 

2 

9 

I 

19 

20 

1.44 

1.52!' 

Wallsend 

49,690 

15 

23 

4 

5 

54 

I 

lOI 

I02 

2.03 

2.05 

Whitley  Bay  .  . 

36,730 

8 

19 

12 

3 

42 

— 

84 

84 

2.29 

2.29 

Urban 
Districts — 

Alnwick 

7,600 

2 

7 

2 

2 

5 

I 

18 

19 

2.37 

2.50 

Amble 

4,920 

4 

— 

I 

I 

11 

— 

17 

17 

3  46 

3  •46. 

Ashington 

27,170 

10 

15 

6 

I 

23 

I 

55 

56 

2.02 

2.o6i 

Bedlingtonshire 

30,110 

12 

II 

3 

I 

34 

I 

61 

62 

2.03 

2.06! 

Gosforth 

26,780 

II 

15 

7 

I 

27 

— 

61 

61 

2.28 

2.281 

Hexham 

9,690 

3 

6 

2 

I 

9 

— 

21 

21 

2.17 

2.171 

Longbenton  .  . 

47,460 

9 

17 

7 

6 

44 

I 

83 

84 

1-75 

1.77! 

Newbiggin-by- 

the -Sea 

10,040 

2 

4 

I 

I 

9 

I 

^7 

18 

1.69 

1.78: 

Newburn 

29,000 

12 

17 

6 

2 

27 

— 

64 

64 

2.21 

2.21:1 

Prudhoe 

10,180 

3 

4 

3 

15 

— 

25 

25 

2.46 

2.46  . 

Seaton  Valley.  . 

25.950 

8 

17 

3 

I 

28 

- - 

57 

57 

2.20 

2.20; 

Rural 

Districts — 

i 

i 

Alnwick 

12,290 

I 

6 

2 

I 

8 

I 

18 

19 

1.46 

i-55i 

Belford 

4,790 

2 

3 

2 

— 

10 

■ — 

17 

17 

3-54 

3.54. 

Bellingham 

5.380 

I 

— 

I 

— 

6 

2 

8 

10 

1.49 

1.865 

Castle  Ward  .  . 

26,590 

4 

10 

7 

2 

26 

3 

49 

52 

1.84 

1.96’ 

Glendale 

6,930 

I 

I 

2 

— 

5 

— 

9 

9 

1.30 

1-301 

Haltwhistle 

6,850 

I 

5 

I 

— 

8 

3 

15 

18 

2.19 

2.631 

Hexham 

20,240 

4 

10 

5 

2 

25 

2 

46 

48 

2.27 

2.371 

Morpeth 

17.510 

5 

5 

2 

I 

24 

2 

37 

39 

2. II 

2.22.: 

Norham  and 

Islandshires 

4.100 

2 

I 

I 

I 

I 

— 

6 

6 

1.46 

1.46' 

Rothbury 

5.330 

I 

4 

— 

2 

9 

— 

16 

16 

3.00 

3.00 

Totals  . . 

487170 

135 

242 

88 

41 

508 

25 

1,014 

1,039 

2.08 

2.13 

\ 
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Table  io. 

Death  Rates  and  Deaths  from  Cancer 


(excluding  Leukaemia  and  Aleukaemia) 

Years  1940  to  1962. 


Year. 

Population. 

Number  of 

Deaths. 

Rate  per  1,000 
Population. 

1940 

411,400 

648 

1.58 

1941 

407,120 

656 

1. 61 

1942 

398,300 

635 

1-59 

1943 

397.740 

686 

1.72 

1944 

390,320 

725 

1.86 

1945 

392,510 

725 

1.84 

1946 

412,080 

712 

1-73 

1947 

417.510 

740 

1.77 

1948 

431.850 

750 

1.74 

1949 

436,370 

796 

1.82 

1950 

438,310 

768 

1-75 

1951 

437.600 

797 

1.82 

1952 

438,300 

843 

1.92 

1953 

440,600 

836 

1.89 

1954 

445.900 

871 

1-95 

1955 

453,000 

870 

1.92 

1956 

459,800 

874 

1.90 

i957 

463.900 

866 

1.87 

1958 

470,300 

954 

2.03 

1959 

475.000 

904 

1.90 

i960 

482,480 

944 

1.95 

1961 

480,530 

929 

1.93 

1962 

487,170 

1,014 

2.08 

Table  ii. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Statistics — Years  1928  to  1962. 


Year. 

Notifications, 

Deaths. 

t 

Death  Rate  per  i 
1,000  Population.  ii 

Respira¬ 

tory. 

Other 

Forms 

All 

Forms 

Respira¬ 

tory. 

Other 

Forms 

All 

Forms 

Respira¬ 

tory. 

Other 

Forms 

All 

Fortij 

1928 

780 

357 

F137 

277 

107 

384 

0.68 

0.26 

0.9^1 

1929 

722 

265 

987 

301 

108 

409 

0.74 

0.26 

I.ocii. 

1930 

730 

282 

1,012 

321 

89 

410 

0.78 

0.22 

i.ocj 

1931 

642 

272 

914 

309 

100 

409 

0-75 

0.25 

i.oc| 

1932 

592 

247 

839 

279 

93 

372 

0.68 

0.23 

0.9III 

1933 

519 

195 

714 

268 

81 

349 

0.65 

0.20 

o.83:( 

1934 

502 

212 

714 

249 

85 

334 

0.60 

0.2I 

0.81.' 

1935 

378 

207 

585 

218 

77 

295 

0-53 

0.19 

0.72.. 

1936 

392 

165 

557 

224 

66 

290 

0.55 

o.r6 

0.71! 

1937 

338 

149 

487 

219 

78 

297 

0.54 

0.19 

0-73! 

1938 

347 

190 

537 

164 

64 

228 

0.40 

0.16 

0.561 

1939 

288 

130 

418 

216 

58 

274 

0.52 

0.14 

0.66, 

1940 

343 

in 

454 

226 

58 

284 

0-55 

0.14 

0.69. 

1941 

346 

1 16 

462 

208 

51 

259 

0.51 

0.13 

0.63!! 

1942 

298 

116 

414 

156 

36 

192 

0.39 

0.09 

0.48! 

1943 

458 

125 

583 

202 

50 

252 

0.51 

0.13 

0.64. 

1944 

506 

134 

640 

195 

43 

238 

0.50 

O.II 

0.6F 

1945 

608 

127 

735 

186 

47 

233 

0.47 

0.12 

o.59| 

1946 

454 

n6 

570 

200 

42 

242 

0.49 

O.IO 

0-59 

1947 

439 

125 

564 

186 

39 

225 

0.44 

0.09 

0.531 

1948 

442 

137 

579 

187 

32 

219 

0.43 

0.07 

0.50. 

1949 

506 

104 

610 

160 

26 

186 

0-37 

0.06 

0.43  i 

1950 

519 

116 

635 

124 

26 

150 

0.28 

0.06 

0.34- 

1951 

523 

87 

610 

105 

18 

123 

0.24 

0.04 

0.281 

1952 

519 

91 

610 

77 

15 

92 

0.17 

0.04 

0.21 . 

1953 

480 

III 

591 

71 

12 

83 

0.16 

0.03 

0.19I 

1954 

556 

lOI 

657 

66 

7 

73 

0.15 

O.OI 

0.16 

1955 

564 

79 

643 

67 

8 

75 

0.15 

0.02 

o.i7r 

1956 

399 

68 

467 

50 

5 

55 

O.II 

O.OI 

0.12 

1957 

356 

69 

425 

26 

n 

/ 

33 

0.06 

O.OI 

0.07.1 

1958 

340 

57 

397 

28 

4 

32 

0.06 

O.OI 

0.07] 

1959 

309 

35 

344 

20 

4 

24 

0.04 

O.OI 

0.05 

i960 

330 

37 

367 

25 

I 

26 

0.05 

0.002 

0.05; 

1961 

2I4 

43 

257 

27 

4 

3t 

0.06 

0.008 

0.06 

1962 

246 

34 

280 

23 

3 

26 

0.05 

0.006 

0.06 

Table  12. 


Notifications  and  Mortality  at  Specified  Age  Periods 

DURING  THE  YeAR  I962. 


•f— - 

Age 

Periods. 

*  New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respirat 

ory. 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

;  0- 

—  ,  ,  ,  ,  ,  , 

- - 

2 

2 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

I 

<  I- 

— 

4 

3 

7 

I 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

I 

5- 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

8 

5 

13 

2 

3 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

15- 

— 

82 

56 

138 

I 

II 

12 

— 

— 

— 

• — • 

— 

— 

:45- 

47 

19 

66 

2 

10 

12 

13 

5 

18 

— 

I 

I 

)65  and  upwards .  . 

13 

7 

20 

I 

I 

2 

4 

I 

5 

— 

- - - 

“ — - 

i - 

Totals 

154 

92 

246 

7 

27 

34 

17 

6 

23 

— 

3 

3 

*  Includes  new  cases  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  County  Medical  Officer 

other  than  by  formal  notification. 
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Table  13. 

Mass  Miniature  Radiography. 


Area. 

Number 
of  X-ray 
Films. 

Number 
referred 
to  Chest 
Clinic. 

New  Cases 
of 

Tuberculosis 

notified. 

— - - - 

0/ 

/o 

Cases  of  1 
Tuberculosis.! 

i 

Unit  iA. 

Industrial 

•  • 

3,789 

27 

4 

ii 

iji 

o.io  !! 

General  Public 
Corbridge  v 

Gosforth 
Lemington 
Longbenton 

1 

i 

I 

Prudhoe 

2.774 

41 

4 

0.14 

Riding  Mill .  . 
Westerhope 
Wideopen  . . 

Wylam  .  .  ' 

Unit  2. 

Alnwick 

995 

15 

i 

0.10 

Amble 

280 

I 

— 

— 

Ashington 

451 

4 

— ' 

— 

Bedlington 

475 

10 

— 

— 

Berwick 

1.045 

14 

— 

— 

Blyth  . . 

370 

— 

— 

— 

Cambois 

382 

6 

— 

' 

Morpeth 

459 

13 

— ■ 

— 

Seaton  Delaval 

272 

3 

— 

— 

Wallsend 

5,717 

56 

6 

0.10 

Whitley  Bay  . . 

772 

ii 

I 

0.15 

Psychiatric  Hospitals 

2.483 

64 

4 

0.16 

Approved  School 

77 

— 

— 

— 

Unit  2  (Caravan) 
Alnwick 

•  • 

75 

3 

Backworth 

•  • 

131 

9 

— 

— 

Blyth  . . 

•  • 

1,023 

14 

— 

— 

Cambois 

•  • 

275 

3 

— 

— 

Wallsend 

•  • 

637 

7 

i 

0.15 

Whitley  Bay  . . 

•  • 

48 

i 

— 

— 

Approved  Schools 

•  • 

272 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

• 

22,802 

302 

21 

0.09 

95 


Table  14. 

CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE. 

Work  of  the  Social  Workers 


Home  Visits 

•  *  ••  ••  •• 

« 

404 

Sanatorium  Visits 

•  •  ••  •«  •• 

• 

779 

Seen  at  Chest  Clinics 

*•  ••  ••  «« 

• 

645 

Details  of  help  given  : — 

After-Care  Sub -Committees  : 

Extra  nourishment  . . 

241 

Bedding  and  clothing 

27 

Travelling  expenses  . . 

91 

Other  help 

14 

National  Assistance  Board  : 

Allowances 

139 

Bedding  and  clothing 

15 

Travelling  expenses  . . 

5 

Extra  nourishment  . . 

49 

Other  help 

10 

Resettlement  : — 

To  Ministry  of  Labour  D.R.O. 

•  «  ••  •»  •• 

. . 

67 

To  Government  Training  Centre 

of  Industrial  Rehabilitation 

Unit 

•  •  «•  •*  •* 

*  « 

9 

Attended  Resettlement  Clinics 

•  •  «*  ••  •• 

•  ♦ 

8 

Commenced  work 

•  ♦  «•  «* 

•  • 

24 

To  convalescent  holiday 

•  •  ••  ••  •• 

•  • 

38 

Help  for  cases  was  also  obtained  from  other  sources  including  Nursing 
Care  Committees  ;  Home  Help,  Children  and  Handicapped  Services  ;  Marie 
Curie  Memorial  Foundation  ;  Dr.  Barnardo’s  ;  National  Society  for  Cancer 
Relief  ;  John  Hunter  Routledge  Memorial  Fund  ;  local  voluntary  services 
and  other  Societies. 


Table  15. 


Convalescence. 


Year. 

Admissions. 

Number  of 
convalescen1| 
days. 

Males. 

Females. 

Children. 

Total. 

1955 

29 

66 

8 

103 

i 

2,269 

1956 

22 

58 

7 

87 

T749 

1957 

20 

61 

5' 

86 

1,716 

1958 

19 

52 

16 

87 

2,076 

1959 

10 

69 

22 

lOI 

1,287 

i960 

5 

59 

II 

75 

1,008 

1961 

4 

62 

5 

71 

1,000 

1962 

4 

<^>5 

12 

81 

1,036 

97 


Table  i6. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  DENTAL  SERVICE. 

EXPECTANT  AND  NURSING  MOTHERS— Number  provided  with 

Dental  Care. 


1958 

1959 

i960 

1961 

1962 

Number  examined .  . 

1,592 

1,447 

1,358 

1,597 

1,221 

Needing  treatment 

1,327 

1,206 

1,136 

1,405 

1,050 

Treated 

1,106 

1,005 

950 

1,257 

854 

Attendances 

5,84^ 

5,343 

5,204 

5,608 

4,487 

Made  dentally  fit  .  . 

i,ot6 

904 

940 

1,045 

689 

PRE-SCHOOL  CHILDREN — Number  provided  with  Dental  Care 


1958 

1959 

i960 

1961 

1962 

Number  examined .  . 

L757 

1,641 

1,848 

2,421 

2,489 

Needing  treatment 

1,464 

1,368 

1,542 

1,863 

1,869 

Treated 

1,220 

1,140 

1,288 

1,636 

1,677 

Attendances 

2,033 

1,910 

2,076 

2,370 

2,660 

Made  dentally  fit  .  . 

1,109 

1,013 

917 

1,250 

1,066 

EXPECTANT  AND  NURSING  MOTHERS— Forms  of  treatment  provided. 


1958 

1959 

i960 

1961 

1962 

Extractions.  . 

4,779 

4,833 

3,499 

3,644 

2,780 

Anaesthetics — Local 

1,019 

1,061 

972 

974 

738 

General 

338 

373 

320 

306 

247 

Fillings 

Scalings  or  scaling  and  gum 

1,633 

1,808 

1,730 

1,558 

1,690 

treatment 

480 

412 

274 

4^5 

227 

Silver  nitrate  treatment  .  . 

25 

21 

26 

9 

13 

Dressings 

295 

293 

185 

242 

147 

Radiographs 

218 

228 

194 

197 

158 

Dentures — Complete 

747 

688 

753 

655 

515 

Partial .  . 

293 

221 

248 

251 

202 

Repairs 

33 

40 

1 

43 

36 

29 

PRE-SCHOOL  CHILDREN — Forms  of  treatment 

provided 

1958 

1959 

i960 

1961 

1962 

Extractions.  . 

2,908 

2,148 

1,886 

2,267 

2,408 

Anaesthetics — -Local 

32 

75 

75 

142 

50 

General 

799 

606 

579 

708 

709 

Fillings 

Scalings  or  scaling  and  gum 

540 

859 

836 

878 

942 

treatment 

30 

38 

6 

24 

31 

Silver  nitrate  treatment  .  . 

679 

531 

544 

573 

594 

Dressings  .  . 

69 

50 

62 

81 

59 

■  Radiographs 

6 

10 

2 

6 

6 

Dentures — Complete 

Nil 

2 

I 

5 

2 

Partial .  . 

Nil 

2 

3 

3 

2 

Repairs 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Table  17. 

MIDWIFERY  AND  HOME  NURSING  SERVICE. 
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MIDWIFERY 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia. 

vO  00  0  CO  CO 

LO  M 

Post-natal 

Visits. 

0  0 

M  1000  M  00 
fO  0  fOO 

vo'  o'  A  CO  ro 

Ante -natal 
Visits. 

0  M  M  Tt- 

CO  0  lOCO  CO 

M  CO  0  !>- 

cfl  CO  A  ct  0 

M  01  (N  M  <N 

Nursing 

Visits. 

W  M  CO  C^  M 

CO  0  T)-  0  00 

M  O' 

"N 

COO^LOiOrh 

10  10  10  ^ 

Pethidine. 

0  Cf'  0  coco 
(>.  in  coo  0^ 

M  M  a^co  GO 
h' 

1 

Inhalation 

Analgesia. 

Trilene 

CO  in  0. 

-Ct-  0  00  0 

0  lo  ^  CO  CO 

•S  •S  -N 

M  M  M  M  M 

Gas/Air 

OcOlOTt-rh 

co  C'l  a^  CO  0 

(N  <N  M  M  M 

1 

Attended 

by 

Private. 

Midwives. 

00  0  CO 

coo  0  M  in 

CO  CO  CO  C^l  M 

Attended 

by 

Midwives. 

•ch  0  in  0 
o^  0  0>0 

CO  0  00  00 

CS  M  iN  M  h-i  1 

1 

Private 

Midwives 

in 

County. 

10  CO  N  CO 

M  M  1— 1  M  M 

Nurses 

and 

Midwives 

employed. 

120 

I2I 

I2I 

120 

1 18 

Year. 

CO  0  H  (N 

in  ino  0  0 

0  o^  (O  <0  o> 

M  M  M  M  M 

o 

iz; 

l-H 

CO 

Ph 

< 

Ph 

W 

:zi 

w 

o 


dren 

5  years. 

Visits. 

0  -^o  0  in 

0  0  1^)  inoo 

M  00  0  in  CO 

Tt-  Tp  A  CO  CO 

Chil 

under  ‘ 

Cases. 

CO  !>•  w  in  in 

M  M  d 

in  n  'X  Tt* 

00  C''  M  0  CTi 

0^ 

(A 

00  0  (N  CO  00 

M  ;h 

CO  0  M  01  0 

Ph  cj 

(/) 

•N  •S  ^  •S 

0  0) 

00  in  0  CO 

> 

d  (M  ’X  in 

u 

M  M  M  M  M 

0) 

Cl  0 

0 

>A 

0  d  CO  M  CO 

0) 

'T-  d  t"  in  CO 

0  > 

03 

d  M  CO  in  "X 

0 

CJ 

CO  CO  CO  CO  CO 

CO  CO  d  lO 

CO  cooo  invo 

00  O'  CH  M 

■cj-  ino  0  in 

0 

d  d  CO  in  in 

h 

d  d  d  d  d 

(A 

0) 

C/D 

CO 

in  -ct-co  COLO 

cj 

u 

'X  0  Ol  M  CO 

0 

<D 

COLO  Oi  .'-1  U-' 

d  M  l-l  0  0 

< 

0 

M  M  M  M 

0 

CO  OMO  CO  o^ 

0 

d  0^  'X  in  d 

Ol 

•  ^ 

bjo 

0  tToo  CO 

4-> 

Sh 

M  0  LO  M 

(/) 

3 

in  inLO  lo  lo 

> 

in 

0  0  00  0  O'. 

lO  CO  CO  tX  OL 

•  ^ 

TbOC’  M  (M  0 

M  lO  "X  CO  CO 

lo  inio  U'Oo 

M  M  M  M  M 

(’"•CO  O'  "d" 

d  CO  d  i>«  0 

M  0  0  0  m 

0 

H 

00  CO  00  00  A 

cA 

u 

M  M  0  CH 

(D 

in  i>.oo  d  d 

CD 

0 

in  inLO  in  -ct- 

C/) 

oj 

O’ 

0 

CO  CO  d  M  -d- 

<D 

00  COLO  C-i  'X 

•  T-H 

1:^  u-  0.00  lo 

tub 

"s 

u 

d  d  d  d  d 

p 

1 

W 

; 
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Table  21. 


Ambulance  Service  Statistics. 


Stations, 

Vehicles 

Journeys 

Patients 

Mileage 

Alnwick 

3 

1,696 

6,645 

74,613 

Ashington  .  . 

5 

5.646 

20,285 

134.474 

Bedlington  .  . 

5 

3.665 

13.602 

108,224 

Berwick 

3 

1,894 

5.489 

71,543 

Blyth 

4 

3.857 

13.373 

88,991 

Broomhill  .  . 

3 

1,276 

5.768 

69,545 

Morpeth 

4 

2,754 

10,250 

89,054 

Prudhoe 

I 

703 

3.490 

27,053 

Seaton  Delaval 

4 

2,641 

8,628 

68,268 

Throckley  .  . 

5 

4.311 

t6,295 

118,238 

Wallsend 

4 

6,169 

22,627 

92,943  . 

Whitley  Bay 

A 

4.249 

15.239 

88,950 

Wideopen  .  . 

7 

7.427 

25.565 

183,073 

Agency  Service — ■ 

Smiths,  Rothbury  .  . 
British  Red  Cross 

2 

1.138 

4.320 

67,916 

Society 

9 

4.147 

17,881 

193. 431 

St.  John  Ambulance 

Brigade 

I 

1,856 

5.528 

64,208 

Henderson,  Alston 

I 

9 

II 

113 

Details  of  Persons  Carried. 


Y  ear. 

Accident 

and 

Emergency 

Stretcher 

Cases. 

Accident 

and 

Emergency 
Other  Cases 

Treatment 

Cases. 

Others 

Total 

Patients 

Carried. 

Relatives 

Carried 

Tot: 
No.  . 
Perso 
Carrie 

i960 

5.078 

6,175 

175.202 

1,596 

188,051 

60,959 

249,0; 

1961 

5.227 

6,134 

181,323 

2,778 

195,462 

62,987 

258,4^ 

1962 

5.139 

5.825 

179,549 

4.483 

194,996 

63,011 

258, 0( 
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Table  22. 

HOME  HELP  SERVICE. 


Area. 

Number  of  cases 
assisted. 

Elome  Helps  employed 
at  31st  December. 

Full-time 

Part-time 

Full-time 

Part-time 

North  No.  I 

— 

129 

— 

41 

North  No.  2 

— 

210 

— 

78 

East 

2 

616 

I 

105 

Central  .  . 

5 

560 

I 

1 12 

South 

58 

718 

— 

T9I 

South-East 

21 

898 

— 

143 

West  . 

7 

277 

— 

Wall  send .  . 

3 

340 

I 

107 

Totals  .  . 

96 

3.748 

3 

892 

i 

I 

! 


Table  23, 


Types  of  Case  Assisted. 


I, 


Full-time 

Part-time 

Total 

Total  fo 
1961 

Confinement 

82 

III 

193 

176 

Acute  Illness 

12 

164 

176 

230 

Old  Age  and  Chronic 
illness 

T 

3-353 

3-354 

3-242 

Rlind 

— 

85 

85 

91 

Tuberculosis 

— 

28 

28 

24 

Problem  cases  includ¬ 
ing  children  in  ab¬ 
sence  of  mother 

I 

7 

8 

II 

Totals  .  . 

96 

3-748 

3-844 

3-774 

The  number  of  Home  Helps  employed  compared  with  last  year  was  : 


Full-time 

Part-time 

Total 

31st  December,  1962 

.  * 

3 

892 

895 

31st  December,  1961 

•  • 

7 

858 

865 

105 


Table  24. 


Mental  Health  Service, 


Number  of  mentally  ill  patients  dealt  with  by  Mental  Welfare  Officers  under 

the  Mental  Health  Act,  1959  : — 

Admitted  for  Observation 
(Section  25) 

Male 

25 

Female 

31 

Total 

56 

Admitted  for  Treatment 
(Section  26) 

35 

22 

57 

Admitted  for  Observation  in  case  of 
Emergency  (Section  29)  .  . 

100 

97 

197 

Admitted  by  Order  of  Court 
(Section  60) 

I 

— 

I 

161 

150 

311 

io6 


Table  25. 

Summary  of  Visits  made  by  Mental  Welfare  Officers. 


District. 

Area 
(Acres) . 

Population 
(Esti¬ 
mated)  . 

Subnormal 

and 

Severely 

Subnormal. 

Mental 

Illness. 

Social 

Welfare. 

Total. 

Alnwick  .  . 

293,284 

3^,895 

149 

238 

298 

685 

Ashington 

83,910 

115.185 

388 

437 

564 

1,389 

Berwick  .  . 

241,186 

28,100 

168 

221 

119 

508 

Blyth 

13,001 

122,820 

331 

744 

890 

1,965 

Hexham  . . 

548,822 

52,340 

339 

335 

301 

975 

South  North¬ 
umberland 

96,002 

129,830 

615 

656 

513 

1.784 

1,276,205 

487,170 

1,990 

2,631 

2,685 

7.306 

107 
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Table  27. 

HOUSING. 


New  Houses  Completed  during  1962. 


County  Districts. 

Local 

Authority. 

Other 

Housing 

Authority. 

Private. 

Total. 

Total 

1961. 

Municipal  Boroughs — 

Berwick  upon  Tweed 

14 

— 

I 

15 

31 

Blyth 

63 

— 

141 

204 

182 

Morpeth 

74 

— 

92 

166 

256 

Wallsend 

42 

8 

I 

51 

346 

Whitley  Bay 

2 

— 

157 

159 

336 

Urban  Districts — 

Alnwick 

21 

— 

46 

67 

34 

Amble 

— 

— , 

7 

7 

12 

Ashington  .  . 

64 

— 

I 

65 

62 

Bedlingtonshire 

52 

— 

413 

465 

359 

Gosforth 

16 

— 

26 

42 

161 

Hexham 

6 

4 

15 

25 

3 

Longbenton 

92 

107 

49 

248 

203 

Newbiggin -by -the -Sea 

— 

— 

I 

I 

3 

Newburn 

16 

I 

482 

499 

189 

Prudhoe 

69 

— 

48 

117 

195 

Seaton  Valley 

32 

— 

77 

109 

132 

Boroughs  and  Urban 

Districts  Total  .  . 

563 

120 

1557 

2240 

2504 

Rural  Districts — 

Alnwick 

— 

— 

II 

II 

18 

Belford 

38 

— 

14 

52 

14 

Bellingham.  . 

21 

— 

4 

25 

II 

Castle  Ward 

23 

481 

140 

644 

409 

Glendale 

— 

— 

7 

7 

13 

Haltwhistle .  . 

— 

- - 

8 

8 

35 

Hexham 

6 

— 

52 

58 

65 

Morpeth 

71 

— 

II 

82 

25 

Norham  and  Islandshires .  . 

— 

— 

5 

5 

7 

Rothbury  . . 

• — 

— 

6 

6 

16 

Rural  Districts  Total 

159 

481 

258 

898 

613 

Totals  . . 

722 

601 

1815 

3138 

3117 

Table  28 


Slum  Clearance. 


County  Districts. 

Forma 

Demol¬ 

ished 

!  Action. 

Closed  not 
Demolished. 

Discontinued 

Informally. 

Total 

Discontinued. 

Municipal  Boroughs — 

Berwick  upon  Tweed 

4 

— 

II 

15 

Blyth 

28 

20 

— 

48 

Morpeth 

15 

4 

— 

19 

Wallsend 

4 

5 

— ■ 

9 

Whitley  Bay 

3 

— 

3 

Urban  Districts — 

Alnwick 

16 

16 

- - 

32 

Amble 

— 

2 

4 

6 

Ashington  .  . 

2 

2 

4 

Bedlingtonshire 

40 

13 

— 

53 

Gosforth 

7 

I 

19 

27 

Hexham 

2 

2 

— 

4 

Longbenton 

83 

2 

— • 

85 

Newbiggin  by  the  Sea 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Newburn 

I 

23 

— 

24 

Prudhoe 

216 

4 

I 

221 

Seaton  Valley 

27 

I 

— — 

28 

Districts  Total  .  . 

445 

98 

35 

578 

Rural  Districts — 

Alnwick 

20 

I 

— 

21 

Belford 

— 

12 

— 

12 

Bellingham .  . 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

Castle  Ward 

13 

— 

— 

13 

Glendale 

— 

— 

— 

Haltwhistle.  . 

— 

I 

14 

15 

Hexham 

15 

— 

9 

24 

Morpeth 

32 

6 

I 

39 

Norham  and  Islandshires .  . 

6 

2 

— 

8 

Rothbury  .  . 

— 

I 

— 

I 

Rural  Districts  Total 

86 

23 

24 

133 

Totals 

531 

121 

59 

711 

Table  29. 


Improvement  Grants — (i)  Standard  Grants. 


County  Districts. 

- -( 

Number  of  separate  houses  for  i 
which  grants  were  made. 

1  1 

During  1962. 

Total  to  Date,  i 

Municipal  Boroughs. 

Berwick  upon  Tweed  .  . 

5 

12 

Blyth . 

I 

17 

Morpeth  .  . 

3 

31 

Wallsend .  . 

1 1 

55 

Whitley  Bay 

3 

16 

Urban  Districts. 

Alnwick  .  . 

10 

21 

Amble 

2 

2 

Ashington 

14 

27 

Bedlingtonshire 

I 

9 

Gosforth 

20 

38 

Hexham  . . 

8 

18 

Longbenton 

25 

52 

Newbiggin  by  the  Sea  .  . 

4 

32 

Newburn .  . 

40 

97 

Prudhoe  .  . 

— 

— 

Seaton  Valley  .  . 

15 

12 

Boroughs  and  Urban  Districts  Total 

162 

499 

Rural  Districts. 

Alnwick  .  . 

15 

87 

Belford  .  . 

3 

23 

Bellingham 

2 

II 

Castle  Ward 

3 

22 

Glendale  .  .  .  .  . 

10 

138 

Haltwhistle 

24 

47 

Hexham  . . 

10 

16 

Morpeth  .  . 

13 

42 

Norham  and  Islandshires 

6 

14 

Rothbury 

9 

21 

Rural  Districts  Total 

95 

421 

Totals 

257 

920 

NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  PROVIDED  WITH 


Bath  or 

Washhand 

Hot  Water 

Water 

Food 

Shower 

Basin 

Supply 

Closet 

Store 

1962 

155 

182 

136 

201 

124 

Total  to  Date . . 

558 

716 

506 

632 

438 

Ill 


Improvement  Grants— (2)  Discretionary  Grants. 


County  Districts. 

Applications  dealt 
during  1962 

with 

Total  • 
approved 
to  date. 

Submitted 
to  Local 
Authority. 

Rejected. 

Approved. 

Municipal  Boroughs. 

Berwick 

9 

I 

8 

100 

Blyth  . 

4 

— 

4 

259 

Morpeth 

6 

— 

6 

141 

Wallsend 

42 

2 

40 

292 

Whitley  Bay 

15 

8 

7 

52 

Urban  Districts. 

I  Alnwick 

II 

— 

II 

99 

!  Amble 

37 

6 

31 

168 

1  Ashington 

134 

— 

134 

1023 

1  Bedlingtonshire 

46 

I 

45 

807 

!  Gosforth 

— 

— 

— 

20 

!|  Hexham 

18 

I 

17 

132 

i  Longbenton  .  . 

3 

— 

3 

171 

Newbiggin  by  the  Sea 

9 

— 

9 

287 

Newburn 

— 

— 

• — - 

206 

Prudhoe 

8 

— 

8 

124 

Seaton  Valley.  . 

6 

— 

6 

105 

Boroughs  and  Urban  Districts 
Total  .  . 

348 

19 

329 

3986 

Bural  Districts. 

Alnwick 

60 

3 

57 

381 

Belford 

16 

— 

16 

206 

Bellingham 

21 

• — 

21 

203 

;  Castle  Ward  .  . 

24 

— 

24 

386 

Glendale 

14 

— 

14 

553 

Haltwhistle 

20 

— 

20 

233 

Hexham 

82 

— 

82 

862 

Morpeth 

19 

— 

19 

418 

Norham  and  Islandshires 

4 

— 

4 

242 

Rothbury 

13 

— 

13 

302 

Rural  Districts  Total 

273 

3 

269 

3786 

Totals  . . 

621 

22 

598 

7772 

II2 


Table  30. 

ICE  CREAM  SAMPLES. 


County  Districts. 

Grades. 

I. 

II. 

III. 

IV. 

Total. 

Boroughs. 

Berwick 

30 

2 

3 

2 

37 

Blyth . 

7 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Morpeth 

— 

— 

— 

^ — 

Wallsend 

5 

— 

I 

— 

6 

Whitley  Bay  .  . 

19 

3 

2 

— 

24 

Urban  Districts. 

Alnwick 

3 

— 

- - 

— 

3 

Amble 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

Ashington 

18 

2 

3 

I 

24 

Bedlingtonshire 

40 

2 

— 

I 

43 

Gosforth 

22 

3 

3 

2 

30 

Hexham 

8 

— 

8 

Longbenton  .  . 

18 

— 

I 

I 

20 

Newbiggin  by  the  Sea 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Newburn 

3 

2 

I 

I 

7 

Prudhoe 

13 

— 

— 

— 

13 

Seaton  Valley.  . 

6 

— . 

— 

— 

6 

Rural  Districts. 

Alnwick 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Belford 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bellingham 

— 

— 

— 

■ — - 

— 

Castle  Ward  .  . 

1 1 

— 

I 

4 

16 

Glendale 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Haltwhistle 

■  ■  . 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

Hexham 

12 

— 

— 

— 

12 

Morpeth 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Norham  and  Islandshires 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Kothbury 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . . 

215 

14 

15 

12 

256 

Percentages 

84.0 

5-5 

5-9 

4.6 

II3 

Table  31. 


WELFARE  OF  BLIND  AND  OTHER  HANDICAPPED 

PERSONS. 


Blind  Welfare. 


Register  of  Blind  Persons. 

Total,  31st  December,  1961 

Names  added  to  register  : — 

New  cases 

New  cases  transferred  from  Partially  Sighted 
Register 

Transfers  In 


Names  removed  from  register  : — 

Deaths  .  . 

Decertified 
Transfers  Out  .  . 


Total,  31st  December,  1962  . . 

Register  of  Partially  Sighted 

Total,  31st  December,  1961 

Names  added  to  register  : — 

New  cases 

Transferred  from  Register  of  Blind  .  . 
Transfers  In 


Names  removed  from  register  : — 
Deaths  .  . 

Transfers  to  Register  of  Blind 
Transfers  Out  .  . 

Decertified 


Total,  31st  December,  1962  . . 


732 


82 

23 

—  105 

16 

-  121 


853 

90 

7 

9 

—  106 


747 


292 

44 

I 

—  45 

3 

-  48 


340 

28 

23 

6 

2 

—  59 


281 


Home  Teachers’  Visits. 

Social  visits  (blind)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  5,372 

Social  visits  (partially  sighted)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..1,147 

To  give  lessons  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  554 

To  investigate  new  cases  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  149 

To  accompany  patients  to  hospital,  etc.  . .  . .  . .  . ,  45 

Special  visits  . .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  , .  1,027 

To  homes  and  hospitals  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  444 

Conveyance  to  clubs  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  674 


9,412 


Children. 

On  31st  December,  1962,  the  children  on  the  register  were  classified  as 
follows  : — 

Partially 
Blind  Sighted 

1  — 

2  I 


Under  5  In  Sunshine  Home 
At  home 


5  —  15  Attending  special  schools  8  14 

Attending  other  schools  .  .  . .  —  12 

Left  school  at  15  .  .  .  .  . .  —  3 

Ineducable  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  6  2 


17  32 


Register  of  General  Handicapped. 

Total  on  register,  31st  December,  1961  . .  765 

Names  added  to  register  ; — 

New  cases  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  138 


903 

Names  removed  from  register  : — 

Deaths  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  47 

Left  district  and  miscellaneous  removals 

from  register  . .  . .  . .  . .  13 

-  60 


Total,  31st  December,  1962 


^43 


Visits  paid  : — 

Social  welfare  visits  to  handicapped .  .  ..  ..  ..  2,868 

Visits  on  behalf  of  handicapped  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  723 


3,591 


Register  of  Deaf  and  Hard  of  Hearing. 

Total  on  register,  31st  December,  1961  . .  . .  . .  299 

Names  added  to  register  : — ■  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 


307 


Names  removed  from  register  : — 

Deaths  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Removals  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

-  5 


Total,  31st  December,  1962  . .  . .  . .  302 


Visits  paid  by  staff  of  Northumberland  and  Durham  Mission. 

At  home  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  754 

In  hospital  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  54 

At  work  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  64 

On  behalf  of  deaf  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  301 


U173 


(In  addition,  home  teachers  in  the  North  and  West  paid  103  visits 

to  deaf  persons). 


II5 

Table  32. 


General  Handicapped — Classifications. 


(including  Children  under 

16). 

/ 

Total  on 

New  cases 

register 

registered 

31st  December,  during  year 

A/E 

Amputation 

59 

15 

F 

Arthritis  and  rheumatism 

112 

21 

G 

Congenital  deformities 

71 

6 

H/L 

Diseases  of  the  digestive  and  genito- 

urinary  systems  ;  of  the  heart  or  circul¬ 
atory  system  ;  of  the  respiratory  sys¬ 
tem  (other  than  tuberculosis)  and  of 
the  skin 

Asthma 

13 

I 

Bronchitis  and  bronchiectasis 

Valvular  disease  of  the  heart,  angina 

I  r 

4 

pectoris,  cardiac  degeneration, 
myocarditis,  rheumatic  heart, 
mitral  stenosis 

31 

5 

Gastric  and  duodenal  ulcers 

I 

— 

Miscellaneous 

4 

60 

3 

g/T 

Iniuries  of  the  head,  face,  neck,  thorax. 

abdomen,  pelvis  or  trunk  injuries  or 
diseases  (other  than  tuberculosis)  of 

the  upper  or  lower  limbs  and  of  the 
spine  : — 

Paralysis  due  to  injury  or  disease  ; 

Paraplegia 

61 

7 

Osteomyelitis 

4 

I 

Muscular  atrophy,  dystrophy 

15 

3 

' 

Miscellaneous  injuries 

55 

7 

Organic  nervous  diseases  : — 

Disseminated  sclerosis 

83 

16 

V 

Epilepsy 

60 

4 

Parkinson’s  disease  .  . 

14 

5 

' 

Post  poliomyelitis 

74 

12 

Cerebral  palsy 

80 

7 

Hemiplegia 

27 

TO 

Cerebral  thrombosis  .  . 

13 

2 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

4 

— 

Miscellaneous 

23 

513 

4 

C/W 

Neurosis,  psychosis  and  other  nervous 
and  mental  disorders  (not  included  in  V) 

7 

I 

it' 

Tuberculosis  (non -respiratory)  • . 

7 

— 

y 

Miscellaneous 

14 

4 

843  138 
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